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Police autopsy report 
says UP student was 
badly beaten 


, but still wi 
*Dear Editor" letters 


By Juan Escandor Jr. 

Inquirer Southern Luzon 

DAET, CAMARINES NORTE—HIS PUB- 

lished opinion letters since 1946 now num- 

ber over a hundred, tackling varied issues 

from biblical questions to the rising cost of 

medicines, from the country's past territori- 
s0BUT STILL/AB 


‘Hello Garci’ 
probe on; Ping 
wants Manila 
cardinal grilled 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE SENATE HAS AGREED TO REOPEN 
the “Hello Garci” probe on Friday—and its 
list of potential witnesses is getting longer 
following calls for it to also summon 
Catholic Church officials for questioning. 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson yesterday said he 
would call Manila Archbishop Gaudencio 
Cardinal Rosales and Bataan Bishop Socrates 
Villegas to shed light on why the Church 
handed over former intelligence agent 
T/Sgt. Vidal Doble to the military after ће 
sergeant had sought refuge at San Carlos 
Seminary in Makati two years ago. 

Doble said in a video testimony presented 
by Lacson at the Senate that he had то 
tored telephone conversations between Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo and former Election 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano which be- 
came the subject of the so-called "Garci tape.” 

The tape allegedly dealt with rigging the 
results of the 2004 presidential election. 

Doble sought refuge at San Carlos Semi- 
pary at the height of the "Hello Garci” scandal 
in June 2005 but was later brought out by Vil- 
legas and taken to Camp Aguinaldo. 

Lacson told reporters he "learned" that 

Villegas had acted on Rosales’ instruction 
to get Doble out of the seminary and take 
him to the quarters of then Armed Forces 
Chief of Staff Gen. Efren Abu. 
In his video testimony, Doble said he de- 
cided at the time not to tell what he knew 
about the "Garci tape" because the military 
had detained his family 

“Ies like covering up the truth. We can 


Joey-Villie 
face-off looms 
on Senate floor 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


FACE-OFF: JOEY DE LEON VS WILLIE RE- 
villame. 

А confrontation between the two comedi- 
an-hosts looms in the august halls of Congress 
as the Senate formally launches a full investi- 
gation of the P2-million “Wowowee” game 
show scandal that has become the talk of tele- 
viewers nationwide today. 

“We must look into how to ensure faimess 
and transparency in television game shows, 
and the kind of government action needed to 
regulate the same and ensure the protection of 
consumers or contestants joining these game 
shows,” said Sen. Manuel Roxas I, chair of the 
Senate committee on trade and commerce. 

“Millions of Filipinos watch these game 
shows and send text messages or purchase 
products so they could become contestants, 
hoping that they would win and uplift their 
lives with the prize money,” Roxas sai 
In Senate Resolution No. 111, which he 
filed yesterday, Roxas sought an inquiry in- 
JOEY.WILLIE/ AS 
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CHINESE VISITOR: President Macapagal-Arroyo welcomes visiting Chinese Defense Minister Cao Gangchuan to 
Malacañang on Monday. Cao arrived in Manila on Sunday for a five-day official visit to the Philippines. палаз 


LIGHTNING RALLY: A policeman tries to head off a small group of leftist activists staging a lightning rally in front of 
the US Embassy in Manila on Monday. The militants were protesting the intervention of the US government in the 
arrest of Communist Party of the Philippines founder Jose Ma. Sison by the Dutch government. REMZAMORA 


China pledges P90-M aid to AFP 


By Nikko Dizon 


He said specific items would still 
have to be discussed depending on 
the needs of the AFP and what the 
Chinese could give. 

However, Reuters reported that 
the grant consists of “nonlethal” 
military equipment, including bull- 
dozers and dump trucks, to carry 
out development projects in areas 
where communist and Moro rebels 
operate. 

"These donations are part of con- 
fidence-building measures to bring 
our two countries closer in terms of 


defense and military relations," 
Reuters quoted Teodoro as saying. 

А possible exchange of military 
students was also discussed, 
"Teodoro said. 

He told reporters the strengthen- 
ing of RP-China relations should not 
be a cause of concern for the United 
States, the Philippines longtime ally. 

“We treat all nations equally. Under 
ош Constitution, we have to treat and 
respect all nations as good neighbors 
in the spirit of amity and cooperation," 

CHINA PLEDGES/ AB 


CHINA HAS PLEDGED A 15-MIL- 
lion RMB (P90-million) grant to the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, 
Defense Secretary Gilbert Teodoro 
Jr. announced yesterday following 
a three-hour meeting with his visit- 
ing Chinese counterpart, Cao 
 Gangchuan. 

"Teodoro did not give details of 
the Chinese pledge during a meet- 
ing attended by Gen. Hermogenes 
Esperon Jr, the AFP chief of staff. 


Woy Hoy Hoy! 
ANG AGA NAMAN 


MANGAMPANYA! 


Is the 2010 campaign on? 


5 


‘Mr. Palengke’ hits trail | 


Jingle while a woman walked 
ahead of Roxas to announce the 
arrival of “our future president.” 

But where was rumored girl- 
friend Korina Sanchez? 

‘The “Mr. Palengke” campaign 
jingle that made Roxas a house- 
hold name in the 2004 elections 


By Vincent Cabreza 
and Delmar Cariño 
Inquirer Northern Luzon 


blared from a sound system. Ban- 
ners bearing “Mar Roxas” were 
displayed in strategic corners of 
the market and hung from the 
pedestrian overpass that connects 
the market to downtown Baguio. 
Baguio vendors played to the 
IS THE2010/A6 


BAGUIO CITY—WHEN SEN. 
Manuel Roxas II visited the public 
market here yesterday, market 
leaders played his old campaign 
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World Bank: Bribes 
stunt RP trade growth 


SYDNEY—BRIBES AND OTHER HIDDEN 
barriers are preventing the Philippines from 
expanding its trade by 25 percent and ac- 
count for at least $148 billion in lost eco- 
nomic activity in the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (Apec) region, a World Bank 
Report said yesterday. 
The report, released for an Apec summit 
WORLD BANI AS 


ader to testify vs Abalos 


Chinese firm 


says raps vs 
broadband 
deal baseless 


By Juliet Labog-favellana 
Riza T. Olchondra 
and Beverly T. Natividad 


A BUSINESSMAN IS WILLING 
to testify in any investigation 
that Commission on Elections 
Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. of- 
fered a rival firm of China's ZTE 
Corp. $10 million to withdraw 
from the national broadband 
network (NBN) project. 


“Tm willing to testify before the Ombuds- 
man, the Supreme Court or any congres- 
sional investigation. There is nothing to 
hide,” the businessman told the INQUIRER. 

But the businessman declined to be 
named in the meantime, saying he did not 
want to be cited in contempt by the high 
court, which has been asked to nullify the 
ZTE contract. 

The businessman said Abalos had at- 
tempted to bribe Jose "Joey" de Venecia Ш, 
cofounder of Amsterdam Holdings Inc 
(AHD and son of Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr. 

Abalos refused to comment on the allega- 
tion that he tried to bribe De Venecia so AHI 
would withdraw its bid for the NBN project. 

“I think I have said enough. How can I 
comment on something I don’t know?" Aba- 
los said on the phone. 

АНІ and US-based Arescom had protest- 
ed the ZTE contract, which was signed dur- 
ing President Macapagal-Arroyo’s trip to 
Boao, China, on April 21. 

The NBN is envisioned to establish a 
seamless connectivity of landline, cellular 
and Internet services among all national 
government agencies and offices. 

The House of Represen'atives is set to in- 
vestigate the ZTE deal after Rep. Carlos 
Padilla claimed that Abalos helped ZTE bag 
the $329-million NBN deal, which he said 
was overpriced. 


TRADEN/AIS 


Young Abalos 
cries foul over 
‘sexcapades’ 
charge vs dad 


ByKri 


e L, Alave. 


THE ALLEGATION THAT HIS FATHER, 
Commission on Elections Chair Benjamin 
Abalos Sr., had “sexcapades” in China istak- 
ing its toll on the Abalos family, Mandaluy- 
ong Mayor Benhur Abalos said yesterday. 

The younger Abalos lashed out at his fa- 
ther's critics, challenging them to come out 
with proof that his father had sex with Chi- 
nese women during his trips to China that 
were paid for by ZTE Corp., the Chinese 
firm that won the $329-million contract for 
the national broadband network project. 

He noted that the critics were using un. 
fair means to hit at his father. 

‘The mayor said Philippine Star columnist 
Jarius Bondoc had clarified that he never 
identified the poll official involved in the 
ZTE contract, hence skirting the threat of li- 
bel. 

Tt was Nueva Vizcaya Rep. Carlos Padil- 
la who accused the Comelec chair of mis: 
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Puno is new GMA adviser 


He replaces Gonzales who is told to oversee Joma case 


By Michael Lim Ubac He replaced National Securi- against communist party Malayang Pilipino (Kampi), beofücerindhargeoftheoficeva. ТӘ that Gonzales had only 


ASPARTOFTHE CONTINUING who was tasked last week with Netherlands, and the forging of head of the Department of Inte- ruling party Lakas. CMD. about a week, also in a concur- 
Cabinet revamp, President temporarily overseeing the po- peace deals with armed rebels rior and Local Government Claudio 52, underwent deli- rent capacity, Ermita said: “I re- 
Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday litical affairs office after Secre- before the President's termends (DILG) and the politica affairs cate spiral surgery on Aug. 8.He ally thought it was Secretary 
designated Interior Secretary tary Gabriel Claudio resigned іп three years. office “indefinitely.” was suffering from congenital Gonzales. But you know, I'm a 
Ronaldo Puno presidential ad- for health reasons. The President said Puno, who 1л а phone interview, Executive scoliosis and required twotitani- good soldier 1 said, ‘Yes 
Miser on political affairs in a Gonzales was directed to is also president (on leave) of Secretary Eduardo Ermita said he um implants to stabilize his соп- ma'am,” he added. 


concurrent capacity. 
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ty Adviser Norberto Gonzales, founder Jose Ma. Sison in the would serve in the dual role of cated by Claudio, astalwart ofthe taken over Claudio's post for 


concentrate on the case lodged her party, the Kabalikat ng understood that Puno would just dition. On the advice of his twin _ Earlier, rumors circulated that 
brother Rafael, a doctor and Puno was being eased out of the 


chair of Medical City’s orthope- Cabinet after the humiliating de- 
dics department, he resigned feat suffered by the administra- 
ftom the Cabinet on Aug. 24, опе senatorial candidates in 
Speaking to reporters in Bohol last May's elections. Only three 
recently, Gonzales said he was re- Team Unity bets—Joker Arroyo. 
їшстапйу stepping into Claudio's Edgardo Angara and Juan 
shoes. “Its just that you don’t say Miguel Zubiri—managed to win 
no to your President. You're given seats in the Senate. 
atask. We try" Besides Puno and Gonzales. 
Ermita said he was surprised the other members of the Presi 
by the latest Cabinet appoint- dents official family were reas: 
ment. signed recently were Socioeco: 
"p had no idea. Three hours nomic Planning Secretary Ro 
ago, І was instructed by the mulo Neri who was “temporari 
President to make the an- ly" moved to the Commission 


GET YOUR JOBS HERE. Executives of several companies participating in the INQuimen Job Fair at the Glorietta in Makati City pose with Vice | nonesma (of Puno's desig- on Higher Education; Environ 


President Noli de Castro who opened the fair yesterday. They are, from left, Dr. Mildred V. Vitangcol, vice president of St. Peter Life Plan; nation),” Ermita said. ment Secretary Angelo Reyes 
Grace Zata, managing director, Corporate Executive Search; Joyce Peñalosa, human resources director, Access Worldwide Phil Cora D. He said it was actually Press who took over the energy de 
Corpus, SVP for HRD, Allied Bank; Inquirer president Sandy P. Romualdez, De Castro, Pepito Olarte, Inquirer VP for Advertising; Rene Secretary Ignacio Bunye who partment, and acting Defense 
iso, Inquirer SVP for Sales and Marketing; Jessie Rebustillo, Inquinen AVP for Classifieds; Susan Vidal, Executive Talent Manager, relayed to him the Presidents Secretary Hermogenes Ebdan: 
eTelecare Global Solutions, and Enrique Nalus, chief of the INquiner Makati/Pasay field office. The fair ends tomorrow. PHOTO BY EUGENE AMANETA order in a text message. who was returned to his old 


| "Sot acted onit,” said Ermita, postat Public Works. 


House panel OKs 
polls postponement 


By Christian V. Esguerra “We not only invited the autho: 
of the 13 separate measures to ex 
THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON plain their positions,” he said in 1 
suffrage and electoral reforms statement. "We (also) listened 1 
yesterday took the first step to officials of the Comelec and th 
postponing the barangay and меге one in saying it’s best to pot 
youth elections in October by pone the polls.” 
approving a consolidated bill Тһе Comelec resource perso 
resetting the polls to 2009. argued that the October sched 
The bill the first to be approved оѓ ће barangay and Sanggunian: 
at the committee level in the 14th Kabataan elections were too clo 
Congress, seeks to set the elections to last May's senatorial and loc. 
on the second Monday of May two elections. 
years from now. ‘They also told Locsin that t^» 
Makati Rep. Teodoro Locsin, Comelec commissioners had 
committee chair, said the рап. agreed in informal meetings 
els action was a reflection of that it would be better to reset 
the sentiments of Commission the October elections. 
оп Elections officials who were Соріеѕ of the consolidated 
invited by. the committee to ЫШ are now being circulated 
shed light on the matter. among committee members for 
‘The position was shared by approval. The measure is to be 
representatives of the Liga ng submitted to the committee on 
Barangay and the National Youth rules on Tuesday and will then 
Council, according to Locsin. be tackled in the plenary. 


Satur: Not interested 
in taking Joma’s post 


By Christian V. Esguerra lowing the latter's arrest by the 

Netherlands government. Dutch 
BAYAN MUNA RER SATUR authorities have detained the 
Ocampo yesterday disputed a CPP founder on charges of or- 
Malacafiang official's sugges- dering the murders of his former 
tion that the militant lawmaker comrades Romulo Kintanar and 
could be "positioning" himself Arturo Tabara, 


to replace Jose Ma. Sison asthe “Опсе again, the politically 
leader of the Communist Party paranoid national security ad- 
of the Philippines. viser is putting malice into my 


“Thave no ambition to replace factual and analytical state- 
Professor Sison, if he is indeed ments as one having some 
the leader ofthe CPP orleaderof knowledge of the GRP-NDF 
the revolutionary movement,” peace process,” Ocampo said. 
Ocampo said yesterday, in reac- ^ Ocampo, head of the Nation- 
tion to National Security Adviser а] Democratic Front peace ра 
Norberto Gonzales assertion el during the Aquino adminis- 
that he was eyeing the lead role tration, maintained that he was 
in the longest-running Maoist focused on performing his task 
insurgency in Asia. as a party-list member of the 

Gonzales made the observa- House of Representatives. 
tion on the heels of Ocampo’s Тһе NDF is the political arm 
statements defending Sison fol- ofthe CPR 


New papal nuncio to RP 


Г POPE BENEDICT ХМ HAS State, the third most important 
UY NOW! named the Vatican Ambassador position in the Vatican. 
БОЕ 1% 2% to Zimbabwe, Archbishop Ed- ^ Born in Philadelphia, USA, 
ward Joseph Adams, the new on Aug. 24, 1944, Adams was 
Я y РЕН ш Apostolic Nuncio to the Philip- ordained a priest in May 1970. 
Xtreme Pop Star Proof of purchase is required. pines, the Vatican announced He has a doctorate in canon 
Applicable in the Philippines only. yesterday. law. 


From August 25 to November 15, 2007, 
any new purchase of an XTREME Magic Sing 
Version 8.0, 9.0 and Bible Microphone will have a 
FREE 24 months warranty on parts and labor!* 


Adams succeeds Archbishop Adams, 63, has previously 

| GIF Richbeit Tower, 17 Annapolis SL, Greenhill, San Juan, Metro Manila. Fernando Filoni, who was ap- served in Rwanda, Kenya, Hon- 
THE ASTRA GROUP, INC, т T2MAGIC, 726-9999, 726-2443, 726-2449 wwemagicsing.com ph pointed Substitute for General duras, Ireland, Denmark and 

: > Affairs of the Secretariat of Czech Republic. Nikko Dizon 
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For CONCERNED PARENTS 


How is your child performing in school? 
How good is your child compared to other students in 
class? In other schools? In other countries? 


| 
| 
| 
H 
i 


How well does your child think, reason, solve problems, 
find information, interpret data, draw conclusions? 


and SCHOOLS 


What are your students' strengths and needs? 

How good is your curriculum? 

How well are you teaching your students? 

Where will you get valid, reliable tests that will allow you 


——ÓÀÓ 


to compare your students’ progress with national and 


international benchmarks? 


$ 

i FIND OUT NOW! 

i Take the International Benchmark Tests in November 2007 

| j or February 2008. 

| j 

H d Contact us : 

f { CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL MEASUREMENT, INC. 

И | 24/F Cityland Pasong Тато Tower, 2210 Chino Roces Аме, Makati City 

[2 || Tel. No. 892-1682 + 894-5536 - 813-3694 to 95 

i | = Fax Мо. 894-1392 + www.cem-inc.org.ph 

| | International 

| | a Bench mar k A PARTNERSHIP of recognized leaders in educational assessment 
р Й 

\ Tests in English, 

| Mathematics (S ERI Center for 

Е ў Я Educational 

| & Science Australian Council for Educational Research Measurement, Inc. 
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From Bulging, Flabby а ERU 
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ТО SLENDER ARMS! 


Come to Marie France and your flabby, bulging arms will have a slender, 
shapelier look with our fast-slimming Arm Treatment. Melt away inches 
of flab easily and soon you'll be saying goodbye to thick, bulky arms 
that appear masculine. 


Bare slimmer, sexier arms this summer! 
Call Marie France today for our FREE treatment offer. 


FREE ARM TRIAL TREATMENT 


(Offer limited to the first 25 callers only) 
from September 3-8, 2007 


Call 894-BODY (2639) @ 
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MAKATI ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO BINONDO ALABANG SHAW CONGRESSIONAL PAMPANGA * TEL: 961-2981 CEBU * TEL: 233-7637 
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By Jerome Aning 


SUBSTANTIAL WAGE INCREASES 
and regular secure jobs could bring 
down the number of child workers, 
militant labor group Kilusang Mayo 
Uno told the Department of Labor 
and Employment yesterday. 

In a statement, KMU urged 
the DOLE "to sincerely and ef- 
fectively” raise the wages of 


Better jobs, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
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wages would mean fewer child workers, says labor group 


workers nationwide and pro- 
duce secure jobs to bring down 
the number of child workers. 
Labor Assistant Secretary for 
special Concerns and External Af- 
fairs Ma. Teresa Sorianó admitted 
Friday that child workers persisted. 
because their parents were not 
earning enough and could not 
themselves land jobs. The labor 
department has estimated the 


number of child workers in the 
country at 4 million. 

“Tt is very tragic that our chil- 
dren are forced to work early not 
because of their parents irrespon- 
sibility or callousness but due to 
the governments inability to pro- 
mote their well-being by providing 
enough jobs and decent wages for 
the people,” said KMU secretary 
general Wilson Baldonaza. 


Baldonaza said Soriano's admis- 
sion was a first step in the labor de- 
partment confronting the problems 
of unemy and low wages. 

“While the problems of unem- 
ployment and low wages in the 
country are systemic because of 
the moribund economic and po- 
litical order that we have, the la- 
bor department can help in- 
crease the wages of workers by 


‘supporting the legislated wage 
increase that we have been cam- 
paigning for for years," he said. 
The labor department can al- 
so produce more jobs by priori- 
tizing and supporting Filipino 
entrepreneurs and business- 
men and protecting them from 
unfair competition, he added. 
Baldonaza explained that as long 
as wage hikes were determined and 


decided by regional wage boards, 
substantial wage increases for 
‘workers would remain a dream. 

He also noted that "globaliza 
tion” policies like liberalization, 
deregulation and privatization 
which the Arroyo government 
continues to implement, caused 
incomes and livelihood to col 
lapse and undermined domestic 
productive sectors. 
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hands-on from award- v d 

wing’ aam and 

western chefs" 


internships at top F&B 

establishments | its the 
best way to the top. You 

Chief Executive Officer atsunrice 

Former Executive Che, Ritz-Carlton Millenia Singapore 

Second Youngest Masterchef of France 


study part-time and learn 
protege 9 Michelin Star Alain Ducasse 


Paid internships in: 
The itz Coton Milena e Four 
ези Hotel » he ада 
The Fullerton Hotel «Sant Айел 
pe 
Parkway Heath 


Education Partners 


Professional Courses: 
SCAM 3 Years » ACP 24 Mths + 
Deest 15 Mts е ре 15 MUN + 


Yet au wrt tor compie lero n. nest ah ptu 


Join our Alumni 
around the World =, ‚ 


игит has a mision to develop global chefs by 
бимен formal education in tos and West. Herbs 
эла spices Old and New Word culnes, proving 
жол and Study rotations at top notes restaurant 
"td fury homes Creative and career-oriented, he 
Золе дрота te more than working in the 
tenons graduates can pursue food research, food 
Servie management, ba Dee own restaurant bon. 
rend нолат bigedes in 5 tr hoteis 


As Singapores premier culinary academy а 
б envoted students from 25 counts nce being 
founded in 2001. Our rigorous Work and Susy 
Pedagos har contributed over 620000 man how's 
TG the FAB длу in Singapore. Our graduates 
hove secured work n the USA. Austral, Dubai 
эл2 Singopore in some of the waridi moi 
Tepected антены nduding fe tar resorts 
эл notet. Graduate employe at chef de parie 
Tevet ore drawing at much s AUSS4S00 a month 


Do You Have What It Takes? 


The word һ your oyster - here are many ways to 
Become a giobal professional and a culinary career s 
Tour eri passport Our degree and domat 
‘room you for goal (we sr һе, restaurants 
алоо ures. Ай you need в relents pasion 
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ЧУ Test shows 90% of Grade 6 


at-sunrice = 


studes ready for high school 


DepEd credits reading program for high scores 


By Kristine L. Alave 


ABOUT 90 PERCENT OF GRADE 6 
students are ready for high school, 
while their learning skills in Math, 
English and Science continue to im- 
prove, according to the results of 
last March's National Achievement 
Test (NAT). 

Officials of the Department of Ed- 
ucation yesterday said they were 
happy with the results, which re- 
vealed that the pupils learning 
skills were getting better in Math, 
English, Science, Pilipino and 
HeXaSi (Heograpiya, Kasaysayan at 
Sibika or Geography, History and 
Civics). 


5,28-percent increase 

The DepEd said there was a 5.28- 
percent increase in the mean per- 
centage scores (MPS) of the over 
1.6 million students who took the 
test, a rate that went beyond their 
target of 2 percent. 

This is the third year that saw an 
increase in the students’ score, ac- 
cording to the DepEd. 

“The MPS of 59.94 percent 
from the 2007 NAT was more 
than what we expected from the 
target of 2 percent earlier set by 
our Bureau of Elementary Educa- 
tion,” said Education Secretary 


Jesli Lapus. 

The DepEd said the MPS in the 
2006 NAT was recorded at 54.66 
percent, or an increment of 5.28 
percentage points. 

Officials credited the Every Child 
А Reader Program for the improved 
scores. The program, which was 
started in 2002, focuses on teaching 
Grade 3 students to read with com- 
prehension. 

Lapus also said that the better- 
than-expected results showed that 
reforms in the education sector 
were bearing fruit. 


Average mastery level 

The NAT results also showed that 
some 791,424 students, or 49.17 
percent of those who took the test, 
posted scores between 36 and 65 
percent, placing them in the aver- 
age mastery level. 

Some 623,222 students, or 
38.72 percent of examinees, got 
scores between 66 and 85 per- 
cent, which means they were 
moving towards mastery level, 
while 63,101 students, or 3.92 
percent, were considered closely 
moving toward mastery level as 
they received scores between 86 
and 95 percent. Only 56 students 
received scores between 95 and 
100 percent, classifying them in 


the mastery level. 

Those students who got scores in 
the average mastery level and 
above are ready for high school, ac 
cording to DepEd National Educa. 
tion Training and Research (NETR) 
director Nelia Benito. 

Meanwhile, some 131,751 chil- 
dren, or 8.18 percent, were consid. 
ered in the low mastery level, while 
155 children, or 0.01 percent, were 
tagged as having very low mastery. 
Nineteen students were classified 
as having no mastery at all. 


Remedial classes needed 

Students in these categories 
would need remedial classes to get 
by in high school, the DepEd said 

Incidentally, females got a higher 
MPS of 61.81 percent compared to 
males who got 58.89 percent. 

The DepEd said they observed 
that boys tended to skip more 
school days as they were expected 
tohelp their parents. 

Students from rural schools also 
outscored their urban counterparts, 
getting an MPS of 60.81 percent 
compared to 59.48 percent. 

Officials said children in the 
countryside were more focused 
in their schooling while children 
in the cities had more distrac- 
tions. 
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*Salamat sa Desisyon ng 
Korte Suprema 


Smokey Mountain church builders 
finding fresh surge of energy 


T a continuing story of strife and joy, 
of struggle and relief. But underlying this 
unfolding work to build the world's first 
“green” church is persistence of faith. 


The Parish of the Resurrected Christ in 
Tondo, Manila, which covers the com- 
munity of former dwellers and scaven- 
gers of the once huge Smokey Mountain 
garbage mound, is making a mark for 
the world to behold. 


This work now progresses with renewed 
vigor, coming on the heels of the recent 
13-0 decision of the Supreme Court that 
upholds the validity of the Smokey 
Mountain Reclamation and Develop- 
ment Project undertaken by the 
National Housing Authority and the 


‘ADVERTORIAL 


? L 


The parish, under the leadership of 
Father Ben Beltran, SVD, started build- 
ing last year a new church called the 
Church of Hope. With environment-- 
friendly features, the church embodies 
the lessons of the community’s past on 
the value of care of the environment. 
The edifice, designed by a well- 
respected architecture and design com- 
pany, will also house high-tech ventures 
that will teach and employ the youth on 
e-trading activities. 


“To bring the poor to the future of a globalized | 
economy, we have to equip them now with 

knowledge and skills. Now, the Supreme Court 
decision has unleashed a wave of opportunities | 
for our projects here at Smokey Mountain." | 


Once, this community held Holy Mass 
and a procession on the garbage mound 
to seal closure, and now, with the 
Church of Hope, it looks forward to 
more offerings of the Holy Mass for 
continued blessings. 


To quote the words of the late Jaime 
Cardinal Sin, upon witnessing then the 
Smokey Mountain dwellers’ transfer to 
their new shelter, “It is a miracle.” 


(Updates on the Parish projects are at ww presmokeyt.n 1 


-Fr. Ben Beltran, SVD 
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9 Pinoy seamen recall 
ordeal in sea off Africa 


By T. Quismundo Seven of the Fil- 
ipinos were rescued 
by a yacht while two 
others and their cap- 
tain were plucked 


what song. Then we 
didnt notice him dered the crew to 
anymore,” Dieron abandon ship. 
said in Filipino. “The captain 
The body of Ag- could not do any- 
tarap, the lone fatality thing more. We from the water by a 
im the accident, wes couldn't do anything military helicopter. 
found some three but jump into the The other sur- 
hows after the rest of waten” said chiefen- vivors were identi- 
the crew were res- gineer Genovevo Al- fied as second engi- 
cued by the South barracin, 52. neer Fidel Mascardo 
African Air Force andi “Wewereinthewa- Jr, second mate 
‘maritime authorities. ter for nearly two Exserio Olasiman, 
Dieron said they hours.. Из a good boatswain Jessie 
encountered huge thing itwas not winter Villanueva, Jose Fe- 
waves and whipping in South Africa, other- liciano Jr, Ronelo 
winds some 30 hows wisewewouldnthave Supot, Octavio 
into the joumey. lasted 30 minutes" Omaguing Jr. and 
With the boat list- said Dieron. Warren Eriano. 


ing, the captain or- 


IT WAS A SOMBER 
homecoming for 
nine Filipino seamen 
who survived the 
cold waters of South 
Africa last month af- 
ter their tugboat 
sank, killing one of 
their compatriots. 

The ordeal was 
still fresh in the 
minds of the seafar- 
ers when they ar- 
rived at the Ninoy 
Aquino Internation- 
al Airport yesterday. 

"The weather was 
really bad. Our boat 
(the 37-foot anchor- 
handling MV Douala 
Tide) started to list. 
We did everything for 
the boat and crew to 
‘survive but there was 
nothing more we 
could do? Nelvin 
Dieron, 39, told the 
Inout 

The 10 Filipino 
crew and their Hon- 
duran captain jumped. QEON 
off the sinking tug in EA 
turbulent waters off | 
Port Alfred, South 
Africa, on Aug. 23, 
just before tall slap. 
ping waves swal- 
Towed the boat then 
en. owe to 
Cameroon. 

Опе seaman, 
Benedicto Agtarap, 
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‘Hello Garci’ probe on ... 


From page Al 


invite the good Cardinal to shed 
light, assuming that he was the 
one who told Bishop Villegas,” 
Lacson said. 


Only the truth 

le want to know who re- 
quested him to bring Doble to 
the quarters of the chief of staff. 
We're only after the truth. We 
want closure, but we want a to- 
tal closure with no questions 
hanging over our heads,” Lac- 
son said. 

He added: “I know bishops 
are for the truth, why is he (Ros- 
ales) trying to hide it? If he says 
‘don't investigate,’ is that not 
hiding the truth?” 

When asked whether his call 
for Rosales to attend the Senate. 
‘probe was in reaction to the car- 
dinals reported appeal for an 
‘end to the Garci probe so that the 
country could move on, Lacson 
‘replied: "What do you think?" 

Lacson said Rosales probably 
did not want the public to know 
‘who actually made the request 
to get Doble out of the seminary. 


Like summoning the Pope 
Peachy Yamsuan, spokesper- 
son of the Archdiocese of Mani- 
Ja, told the Inquire that the car- 
dinal had no comment on the is- 
sue and would wait for an offi- 
cial notice from the Senate. 
. While Sen. Aquilino Pimentel 
‘agreed with Lacson that the 
Church should explain its role in 
the Doble affair, he cautioned 


HELLO again, Garci, this time with (from left) Senators Francis 
Escudero, Panfilo Lacson, Aquilino Pimentel Jr. (partly hidden), 
Richard Gordon and Rodolfo Biazon. Three Senate committees will 


handle the probe which is set to start on Friday. 


the Senate against summoning a 
high Church official, saying this 
was like “summoning the Pope." 

Other personalities likely to be 
summoned in the Senate probe, 
aside from Doble, Garcillano, 
and Abu are Press Secretary Ig- 
nacio Bunye, National Security 
Adviser Norberto Gonzales, and 
the team of military operatives 
under “Project: Lighthouse” 
which was supposedly involved 
in the wiretapping operations. 


First witness 

Following yesterday's organi- 
zational meeting of the three 
Senate committees that will 
handle the probe, joint commit- 
tee head Sen. Rodolfo Biazon 
announced that the members 
had agreed to start its hearings 


(—€— 


at 10 a.m. on Friday, with Doble 
expected to be the first witness. 

Biazon said the Senate had de- 
cided to issue a subpoena to Gar- 
cillano to prevent him from going 
abroad or going into hiding. 

In a press conference, Biazon 
said the probe would focus on 
three aspects—who ordered the 
wiretapping and the “wisdom” of 
running such an operation; what 
were the probable wrongdoings 
committed by public officials; and. 
deansing the electoral system. 


Controversial EO. 

The senators also discussed 
the possibility of the Arroyo ad- 
ministration invoking presiden- 
tial Executive Order No. 464, 
which prohibits government of- 
ficials from attending congres- 


sional inquiries without Ms Ar- 
royo's approval. 

Senate President Manny Villar 
said: "I believe that the Supreme 
Court has declared EO 464 un- 
constitutional and T hope the ex- 
ecutive respects that decision." 

Biazon also wants to sum- 
mon former National Bureau of 
Investigation official Sammy 
Ong, who claimed to have in his 
possession the so-called “moth- 
er ofall tapes.” 


Where is Sammy Ong? 

Biazon said Ong could corrob- 
orate Doble's testimony. Howev- 
er, he said the Senate still had to 
verify Ong's whereabouts since 
he had been incommunicado. 

Bunye was noncommittal on 
whether he would attend the 
Senate investigation. 

“Til cross the bridge when I 
get there,” Bunye said. 

Asked if he would allow mili- 
tary officials to appear before 
the Senate, Defense Secretary 
Gilbeit Teodoro said: “I will 
wait for the summons if there is 
one and ll react at that time." 

Pressed if he would give way 
to Senate wishes, Teodoro said: 
"Anything that will distract the 
focus at this point in time of the 
armed forces naturally should 
not be taken favorably.” 

“However, I will react properly 
if and when such an item comes 
to my desk for consideration,” he 
said. With reports from Beverly 
Natividad, Christine O. Aven- 
daño and Nikko Dizon 


Joey 


Is the 2010 campaign on? ‘Mr. Palengke’ hits trail 


FrompageAl 


cameras by kissing and hugging Roxas. But 
as soon as he walked by, some remarked 
that Roxas’ "campaign" was too early. 

“Katatapos lang ng eleksyon paparada ka 
na. Malilimutan ka авай paglapit ng 2010 
(We have just finished the May 14 elec- 
tions, but here you are courting our sup- 
por. We may forget you when 2010 
nears)," a meat vendor called out to Roxas. 

The senator did not respond to the taunt. 

Roxas never discussed his supposed can- 
didacy for the 2010 presidential election 
and none of the market leaders who met 
him here raised the issue. 


Highly visible 

Bur Roxas was highly visible, meeting 
with farmers on Sunday afternoon to dis- 
‘cuss why Malacafiang’s economic growth 
report for the second quarter had little im- 
pact on their industry. 

He also discussed the environment with 
6,000 participants of the National Training 
for School Governments conference held at 
Teachers’ Camp on Sunday night. 

Administration Sen. Juan Miguel Zubiri, 
who attended the same conference, told re- 
porters that reviving the “Hello Garci" probe 
would only benefit the presidential ambi- 
tions of some senators even if it tramples on 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's civil liberties. 

But Roxas said he would not benefit po- 
litically from the Senate's reopening of the 
“Hello Garci” investigations. 


New information 

Tn fact, the investigation would be imme- 
diately terminated if senators failed to offer 
new information regarding the allegedly 
wiretapped conversations of Ms Arroyo and 


MR. PALENGKE, Sen. Manuel Roxas Il, tours 
a public market in Baguio City on Monday and 
meets the locals. zrtseamumqusesNORTiewigov 


a former election official, Roxas told the In- 
QuIRER yesterday. 

He added that he "does not feel alluded 
to in any way" by Zubiri's statements. 

“This matter has been pending for some 
time. According to Sen. [Panfilo] Lacson 
there is new information [on the wire- 
tapped conversations] that ought to be lis- 
tened to,” Roxas said. 


Smuggling 

*1 think the Senate's [sentiment] is they 
will see if there's actually new information 
that ought to be followed up. Kung wala na- 
man (If there aren't any), then this thing 
will also wrap itself up quickly,” he said. 

On Sunday, Roxas also visited the vegetable 


trading postin La Trinidad where he tooka jab 
at Ms Arroyo's recent announcement of a rosy 
‘economy by scoring her administration's fail- 
ure to curb vegetable smuggling. 

He said the government's claim was sus- 
pect since cases of smuggling and other in- 
dicators showed a different picture of the 
economy. 

Ms Arroyo on Thursday said the gross do- 
mestic product (GDP) grew by 7.5 percent 
during the second quarter this year, the coun- 
вуз highest pace of growth in 20 years. 

The GDP represents the total value of 
goods produced and services rendered, ex- 
cluding income from abroad. 


Bustling economy? 

But Roxas assailed the growth figure, 
saying the supposed economic growth was 
actually caused by increased consumption 
brought about by the recent elections. 

He said if there was indeed economic 
growth, it must trickle down to the poor in 
terms of food on the table, better jobs and 
affordable goods and services. 

Roxas cast doubt on the accuracy of the 
growth rate, citing the decrease in fuel con- 
sumption. 

“If the economy grew, why did diesel and 
gasoline consumption decrease? Where did 
these trucks, jeepneys, buses, airplanes and 
others get their fuel?" he said, without cit- 
ing figures. 

He said if the economy was good, there 
should be more trips and more truck deliver- 
ies that would result in high fuel consump- 
tion, indicating a busy and bustling economy. 

“If the economy is growing, why are the 
collections of the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue and the Bureau of Customs low? If the 
economy is growing, why would the gov- 
ernment still sell its assets?" he said 
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Willie 


face-off 


looms on Senate ... 


From page А 


to the "Wilyonaryo" segment of 
ABS-CBN Broadcasting Corp.'s 


noontime game show 
“Wowowee.” 
The Senate will zero in on Revil- 


lames questionable action in the 
Aug. 20 episode of “Wilyonaryo” 
in which he was seen holding the 
Jackpot number "2" for the top 
prize of P2 million when the num- 
ber should have been on the wheel 
‘which showed a "0." 

"The episode raises questions 
оп how television game shows 
are regulated to ensure and 
guarantee protection of con- 
sumers, especially as such game 
shows could be seen as a promo- 
tions activities for certain goods 
and services,” Roxas said. 

Revillame, who had earlier 
said he had nothing to explain, 
is likely to accompany ABS-CBN 
producers to shed light on the 
Controversy. 

De Leon and his partners at a 
rival noontime show “Eat Bulaga" 
in GMA 7—former Sen. Vicente 
"Tito" Sotto and Vie Sotto—have 
offered to share their long experi- 
ences in crafting and hosting TV 
game shows which could pave the 
way for an encounter between 
the group and Revillame. 

The two hosts figured in an 
on-cam word war in their re- 
spective shows last week. 

“The network war is not our 
primary concern. The real issue 
here is how we can assure peo- 
ple who join these television 
game shows that the contests 
will be fair,” Roxas said in Fil- 
ipino during a visit to Baguio 
City’s public market yesterday. 


DTI meeting 

Roxas is expected to meet today 
with officials of the Department of 
‘Trade and Industry, the consumer 
watchdog, which, he said, should 
be the lead government agency 
monitoring TV game shows to en- 
sure that their producers do not 
rig the outcome and deny the 
{Jackpot prize to contestants. 

“The outcome of this meeting 
will determine parallel actions 
to protect our consumers and 
ensure that game shows do fall 
under the oversight function of 
the DTI,” Roxas said. 

He was irked by the depart- 
ment's earlier refusal to take re- 
sponsibility for TV game shows. 
ЧЕ the DTI says it can resolve 
this issue without the need for 
amendments to the Consumer 
Code, then I will withdraw my 
resolution but with’ а caveat 
that better standards must be 
established to prevent a repeat 
of the Wowowee’ incident.” 


More complaints 

But more complaints are sur- 
facing against the popular vari- 
ery program. 

"The family of slain Marine Cpl. 
Manuel Tayaban Jr, one of the 15 
soldiers killed in a clash with Abu 
Sayyaf bandits in Basilan on Aug. 
18, said in Baguio that they were 
given the runaround after being 
badgered by “Wowowee” produc- 
ers into participating last week in 
a benefit show that had been ded- 
icated to the slain troopers. 

‘August Tayaban said the pro- 
ducers repeatedly called them up 
while his brother was being 


buried on Aug. 27. urging them to 
join the Sept. 1 episode. 

"We were told we would par- 
ticipate in the games, but we 
had to first undergo an audi- 
tion. We asked for a Friday au- 
dition schedule and proceeded 
to Manila using borrowed bus 
fare," Tayaban, 38, said. 


Turned back 
But when he and his sister Leti- 
да, 22, arrived at the networks 
studios, they were turned back by 
security guards because six contes- 
tants had already been selected. 
“They told us we could enter 
the studio but would be part of 
the audience. We decided to just 
tum back and go home,” he said. 
Tayaban said his family was not 
even informed about their role in 
the show and none of the produc- 
ers who had called him respond- 
ed to his angry text messages. 
Some tried to appease him, 
he said. 


itary liaison 

A Marine sergeant, who 
served as military liaison for the 
benefit show, also contacted 
Tayaban to encourage him to 
return to the studio. 

“But [have made up my mind. 
We were told that the producers 
selected six family members, to 
represent the soldiers who died 
in Mindanao, in the games. They 
told us the ‘prizes were to be 
shared by all the families, but 
because we were turned back, 
we never received them,” he 
said. 

“Т came forward just to set the 
record straight that we did not 
partake of these prizes. People 
have been calling us about it 
[The producers] may try to offer 
us something later but people 
may assume we are simply ex- 
torting money from them, so it is 
not likely we will accept it,” Taya- 
ban said. 


Consumer Code 

Roxas said he hoped that the 
investigation would help the DTI 
caf new rules to further 
strengthen the 15-year old Re- 
public Act No. 7394, or the Cont 
sumer Code of the Philippines, 
which regulates "sales promo; 
tions” to beef up rules on televi- 
sion game shows. 

“The easiest thing to do is to 
ignore the whole thing. But 
there is a gap in the law that 
needs to be addressed. We need 
to look at this matter objectively, 
guided solely by the need to pro- 
tect our consumers," he said. 

The senator said it was about 
time that the TV-addicted Philip- 
pines follow the lead of other 
countries where TV game shows 
were regulated by state agencies 
"because the size of the prize 
money can be enticing enough to 
promote collusion or connivance.” 

As an example, Roxas cited the 
British authorities action on the 
Sept. 10, 2001, episode of the 
British "Who Wants To Be A Mil- 

lionaire" in which the winner of the 
L-million pound prize had been 
coached by a fellow contestant. 

"The British authorities revoked 

the prize money and and the win- 
mer and his accomplices were 
broughttocour. With a report 
from Vincent Cabreza, Inquirer 
Northern Luzon 
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Tillers slam RP-China land deals точу соты 


‘Tuesday, September 4, | 
By T] Burgonio be created under the agrifisheries sgree- Madueno submitted to Agriculture Secre- Zand Week hn Ordinary Time | 


ment, she said. tary Arthur Yap. 1st Reading: XOT CERERI 
MORE THAN 300 FARMER-BENEFICIARIES a Filipino and Chinese officials signed 19 | Gospel: Luke 4:31-37 
yesterday picketed the Department of Agrari- Betrayal of farmers’ interest agreements in January, involving invest- Jesus went down to Capernaum, a town of Galilee, and began teaching | 


‘an Reform to protest plans that would further “This isa betrayal of the farmers’ interest ments estimated at $4.9 billion, тей at | the people at the sabbath meetings. They were astonished at the way he 
anm ep etelandcoveeibyagri and a deviation from CARP's (Comprehen- broadening agriculture and fisheries coop- Re ce a ier e tmi by x orl ice 

а * 5 е ете was a sed by an evil spirit who 
an reform in favor of agribusiness. sive Agrarian Reform Program) national eration between the two countries. shouted in а loud voice, “What pes в еа OF 


Waving flags and banners, the protesters development thrust,” the group said in an ЕЕЕ к. ати CUM эү на зена 
sat оп three lanes of Elliptical Road for open letter to Pangandaman. Agritourism and organic farming ео eave 
nearly two hours under the sun, and called “То enlist the reformed lands in agrarian Shree agreements provided for the de- | this mani” The evil spirit then threw the man down in front of them | 
fara vampofthedepartmentsleadership reform communities as part of the new velopment “of 1 million-has of land for hy- | and came out of him without doing him harm. 
and prompt action on their concerns. lands offered for the controversial RP-Chi- brid corn, hybrid rice and hybrid sorghum | ., d seized all these people and they said to one another, | 
The sit-in slowed traffic in the area. па agri deals is to put at stake our country’s farming; another 200,000-has for agri- | M ee rede inii не ене evil spirits with authority 
а | 
DAR officials to increase the hectarage for ment,” the group said. 40,000-has for sugarcane and cassava pro- | Commentary i x | 
agribusiness from 600,000 hectares to 1 А! least 600,000-has have been identi- duction. | The day of the Lord will come, but probably not in our lifetime. It has been 
million under a Philippines-China agree- fied for agribusiness, according to Men- The farmer-beneficiaries also protested | over 2,000 years since Jess’ ascension ‘and as a church in the eye of God's cre- 
ment. doza. the exclusion of over 1,000-has of livestock ation we are very very young. We are to live in this world as God's children and 
Evangeline Mendoza of the peasants’ Pangandaman, who emerged from the range lands in Masbate from CARP that riim rede sap tei fe pee We are one in. | 
group Unorka-Pilipinas said Agrarian Re- DAR ‘building to talk to the protesters an threatens to displace hundreds of benefi- | usui ui pel elena es ар е а си 
group V ersecretery Gerundio Madueno hourand-s-halfinto the rally, denied the caries. Be кесүүгө A Ine rue es 
аа listed land in agrarian reform commu- alleged plan. They said DAR was "fast losing” Из re- | in Word, sacrament, community, unde Spirit Do we know Us Jesus nov? 
nities for agribusiness without consulting “There's no such plan,” he curtly told re- form orientation and seemed to prefer to L д 
the farmers. porters. “side with those who have money and influ- дүп — ит 


атаа, would be classified as “new Mendoza maintained thatshehad seena ence rather than with the marginalized 
lands? for plantation-type farms that would blueprint of the plan, which she said farmers and farm workers." 


SSS members get loan reprieve 


By Christine O. Avendano sary celebration of the SSS at the September last year and another 10 
555 building in Quezon City. percent last month. This, she said, 
MEMBERS OF THE SOCIAL SECU- Тһе President noted the strong маз the agency's “SOth anniversary 
ty System (SSS) who are over. performance of the SSS, saying it present to the Filipino people” 
ей by their housing loan pay- was a big departure from what it Тһе President also cited the SSS 
Ments will be given another зіх was six-and-a-half years ago when аза “shining” example of how gow 
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month breathing spell. it was "facing financial collapse" ernment was able to curb graft |" Ginga me 
President Macapagal-Arroyo yes- and its funds were “in danger of through radical reforms. Baer deett 
terday said she had asked Social Se- running dry by 2015.” "We embarked on а radical re- | Piante Patice 
curity Commission chair Thelmo form program and now 555 is back 


Cunanan and the SSS board to ex. ‘Shining’ example on its feet, stronger and more re- 
Cunanan donation restructuring She said SSS assets had risen to silientthan ever, and with its credi- 
program for six more months. P248 billion, its investment income bility regained,” she said. 


WE mus the condonation per- amounting to P15.58 billion in the 555 is one shining example of н saan be 

od for beleaguered SSS members last six months. the fact that we have undertaken а oo eee WASHER UP TO 7000 PSI AVATIABUE 
od for beleaguere December2006 Ms Arroyo said this allowed the strong and steady effort to curb DUET nut Corde Accepted. Dolores 'oyments Up То 24 Mos. 
to June this year. SSS to increase the pensions of its graft through criminal justice, ad- МАМ 1851 М OROSAST MALATE. MLA. 
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SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA—TERRORIST 
groups in the Asia-Pacific region have been 
‘weakened in recent years but remain a po- 
tent threat, and regional leaders should not 
let the issue be crowded out of their annual 
summit this week, experts said Monday. 

‘The agenda of the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (Apec) forum has broadened 
from trade and investment to include secu- 
rity, health and other issues—and this year 
is adding global warming to the list. 

Terrorism abruptly shot to the top of 
 Apec's agenda after the Sept. 11, 2001, at- 
tacks in the United States and remains 
among the issues leaders from the 21-mem- 
ber economies are expected to discuss at 
their summit this weekend. 

But a US-led global campaign to disman- 
tle cross-border terrorist networks and a 
period of relative quiet in the number of at- 
tacks could lead to a sense of complacency, 
experts warned. 


Cross-border groups 

Cross-border groups, such as the al-Qaida- 
linked Jemaah Islamiyah network in South- 
east Asia, have been weakened in recent 
years by dozens of arrests in indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines. 

But up to 40 homegrown militant groups 
survive worldwide and continue to pose a 
threat, said Rohan Gunarama, the head of 


‘Singapore's International Center for Political 
Violence and Terrorism Research. 

“Many terrorist groups have survived in 
the region despite government efforts," he 
said. "The primary threat is from the home- 
grown groups because the transnational 
terrorist groups have been dismantled.” 

As an example, he cited the recent kid- 
napping of 23 South Korean charity work- 
ers by Taliban militants in Afghanistan. 

Sidney Jones, an expert on Southeast 
Asian militants from the Brussels-based re- 
search organization the International Crisis 
Group, said she doubted that any regional 
group currently had the capability to 
mount a major attack. 


Mutation goes on 

But Jemaah Islamiyah had shown the 
ability to recruit new members and al- 
iances, and to regenerate, she said. 

"There is always a mutation that goes on 
within the movement," said Jones. 

“You can’t fully eradicate the problem. 
But you can put in place institutions, infor- 
mation-sharing mechanisms and various 
controls ... to reduce the scope of threats,” 
shesaid. 

After its 2001 summit, Арес зе up a coun- 
terterrorism task force that has been work- 
ing on several projects aimed at securing the 
region's trade from terror attacks. АР 


80, but still writing 


‘Dear Editor’ 


From page А 
al claim on Sabah to the latest 
political debates. 

And, at 80, Godofredo Peteza 
Sr. says “Dear Editor" has yet to , 
hear the last of him. 

For this World War II guerrilla 
and retired city treasurer, engag- 
ing the public through the Op-Ed 
page shows that one need not be 
a card-carrying journalist to be a 
tireless champion of the right to 
free expression. 

One only needs a prolific pen 
and a zest for life, according to 
this Bicolano pensioner. 

Leafing through his thick collec- 
tion of clippings during a recent in- 
terview with the Ingumm, Peteza 
said putting his thoughts on pa- 
per—whether they get published 


Peteza Sr. 


the editor: 


GODOFREDO 


sending letters to 


INQUIRER since it was 


letters 


InqumReR in airing complaints 
over "overpriced medicines.” He 
said he did it specially for his 
wife. 

In October 2003, he ques- 
tioned the rush among lawmak- 
ers pushing for Charter change 
(Cha-cha): “With our economy 
now at its lowest ebb, constitu- 
tonal change is no guarantee that 
it would alleviate the sufferings of 
our less fortunate brethrens.” 

His most recent letters to the 
Inquire had his “blood boil(ing)” 
over the military debacles in Basi- 
lan and also had him challenging 
President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
prove she is not a lame duck 

“1 am relieved when I write 
my opinion on subjects that T 
read in the newspaper. Nobody 


hasbeen 


at the 


or not—had been among the plea- founded in 1986, Сап really stop one from ex- 
sures of his retirement years. ussiscanoonpumguaer pressing his thought, contradic- 
He could still recall his first soumewuwzon tory or otherwise,” Peteza 


printed piece: An "argument" 

that Jesus never called Judas a traitor and 
that the latter remained an Apostle up to 
the moment he took his own life. It came 
out in the Philippines Free Press in 1946. 

Peteza's lifelong passion had curious, 
humble beginnings. 

He said "a theme writing assignment on. 
the subject of love," back when he was still 
an elementary school pupil before World 
‘War II, led him to his first adventures in En- 
glish composition. 

He consulted the dictionary just to make 
sure he got the right "definiion of 
love"—and let the words flow from there. Pe- 
teza said the assigning teacher, then still un- 
married, asked him to stay after the class. 

“I was asked where I got my ideas and 
told her that I developed it myself from the 
definition in the dictionary. She told me she 
liked it. The next week after that, my teach- 
er eloped and never went back to the 
school,” he claimed. 

Living in retirement for the last 14 years, 
Peteza's byline also appears in two commu- 
nity papers in Daet. He writes a column ti- 
tled “Gems of Thoughts" and another titled 
“Kaisipang Hiya.” 

He is also a regular contributor to "The 
Cabletow Magazine" of the Free Masons, of 
which he is a member. 

He said he had written his war memoirs 
and wanted to publish it into a book. 

Peteza had written on a wide range of top- 
ics in his opinion letters, including criticisms 
hurled at the Catholic Church and the raging 
‘socio-political issues in the 1950s and 605. 

In the 1950s, for example, the hottest pub- 
lic discussions tended to be about local com- 
munity concerns such as peace and order and 
keeping the surroundings clean, seldom 
about big political scandals, he said, 

‘Nationalism was the dominant theme of the 
1960s, especially when the Philippine govern- 
ment claims over Sabah spawned rumors of 
an impending war with Malaysia, he added. 

Peteza started writing to the INquinen short- 
ly after the paper became a daily in 1986. 

Among the "surviving" Inquirer clippings 
in his collection was the piece that saw 
print in June 1997, in which he warned 
against the pitfalls of implementing the Lo- 
cal Government Code and how it could 
make career civil servants "beholden" to 
governors and mayors. 

The piece was in reaction to an INQUIRER 
editorial which he admitted “hating” be- 
cause, for Peteza, "it helped launch the 
presidential bid" of Sen. Aquilino Pimentel, 
author of the code. 

In July.1990, Peteza again turned to the 
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stressed in the interview. 

Unfortunately, some of his clippings cover- 
ing several periods have been inadvertently 

lost. A tollege English professor who kept 
some of Peteza's letters from 1946 to 1972 
had apparently misplaced the entire antholo- 
gy while another set of letters from 1973 to 
1989 was destroyed during a typhoon. 

Peteza said he was just happy to have a new 
collection” made up of his INQumem pieces from 
1990 to 2006, “ready for bookbinding. 

The octogenarian lives with his wife Trinidad 
and remains visibly in good health. The father 
of nine receives pension as a war veteran and 
retired government employee, aside from fi- 
nancial support from his children. 

А native of Lagonoy, Camarines Sur, Pe- 
teza graduated from high school in Ateneo 
de Naga in 1950. 

‘At 16, Peteza joined the underground 
guerrilla movement against the Japanese oc- 
cupation forces. After the war, he finished 
high school and earned some college units. 

He went to Camarines Norte to work in 
Dahican Lumber Co., an American logging 
concessionaire operating in Capalonga 
town. Peteza was first assigned as janitor 
but, owing to his academic credentials, 
shortly got promoted to an administrative 
job and got elected secretary of the union. 

His first government job was as bookkeep- 
er at the defunct Bureau of Agricultural Ex- 
tension. At this time, he also managed to fin- 
ish accountancy at the Mabini Colleges here. 

Peteza later landed positions in the trea- 
sury departments of the two Camarines 
provinces. In 1982, he became assistant 
provincial treasurer of Camarines Norte 
and was about to sit as the provincial trea- 
surer of Romblon in February 1986 when 
the Edsa I Revolution broke our. 

Peteza was later assigned treasurer of Iri- 
ga City upon the takeover of the Aquino ad- 
ministration. He retired in 1993, boasting 
of an unblemished record. 

His house had been needing repairs for 
years but never was he tempted to use his 
power as treasurer to enrich himself and 
cheat the government. 

Peteza said he was able to rebuild his 
house upon retirement just using his retire- 
ment benefits. 

What particularly drives him even in his 
senior years to write complaints about gov- 
ernment corruption is his belief that "the 
act can be avoided and corrected" by those 
in or out of the government. 

“I will continue writing as long as 1 live 
because it is very casual for me to do so 
when I read issues in the newspapers that 
get my attention,” he said. 
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From pagel 

in Sydney, said some poorer countries 
could increase trade by a quarter to 50 рег- 
cent ifthey could eliminate bad practice. 

At the same time, it added, companies 
also badly needed more transparent and 
predictable rules to reduce the uncer- 
tainty of trading. 

The World Bank said Apec economies 
generally had a good record on reducing 
regular trade barriers such as tariffs but 
called for more action to address "hidden" 
barriers and "unofficial payments" or bribes. 

The report's coauthor John Wilson 
said removing the problem would benefit. 
poorer Apec countries the most. 

"The Philippines’ trade could expand by 
25 percent, trade in Vietnam could expand 
by 50 percent," Wilson told reporters. 


rise less than 4 percent. 

The report is important because of the 
sheer size of Apec, whose economies ac- 
‘count for 56 percent of world gross domes- 
tic product and nearly half global trade. 


In comparison, Australian trade would | 
| 
t 


Improving transparency 

Apec includes China, Japan and the 
United States as well Indonesia, 
Malaysia and poorer nations, such as 


As-Pac terror une bo World Bank: Bribes stunt 
nt threa 


PHILIPPINE D 


R 


L 


Papua New Guinea. 


Studies showed that improving trans- 


parency would save at least $148 billion, 
equivalent to 7.5 percent of Apec's trade 
in 2004. 
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AUSTRALIAN Prime Minister John Howard inspects a studio at the Sydney ©, 
House, venue of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Leaders Meeting next 


The World Bank analysis sa 
nies might need to pay bribes: 
agents fo ease import and exp 
tions, adding to the overall co 
business. 


China pledges P90-M aid to AFP 


From page A! 
Teodoro said when asked how the Philippines 
growing closeness with China could impact on. 
Manila's ties with Washington. 

"Closer ties regionally with all our neigh- 
bors is good for the military" Teodoro said. 
“We agreed to continue to dialogue, which 
isa mutual exchange of views regarding re- 
gional concerns." 

Cao, who was given full military honors 
at the Department of National Defense 
grounds at Camp Aguinaldo, arrived in 
Manila on Sunday for a five-day goodwill 
visit, a “reciprocation” of the 2004 trip of a 
Philippine defense delegation to China. 

A DND statement said Cao's visit “comes 
ata time when Philippines and China rela- 
tions are at a ‘golden age of partnership’. 

Сао will also call on President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo, Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile who 
will represent Senate President Manuel Vil- 
lar and House Speaker Jose de Venecia. The 


BET 


Chinese delegation is scheduled to visit 
Cebu this week. 

Since 2004, China has donated about 
$2.5 million worth of engineering equip- 
ment and transport vehicles to the Philip- 
pine military. Dozens of Filipino defense 
and military officials have also attended 
Chinese strategic and tactical courses. 

Ms Arroyo has made frequent visits to 
China and has appointed at least four spe- 
cial envoys to deal with expanding eco- 
nomic, cultural and political relations with 
Beijing. 


Spratlys avoided 

For the last two years, the two sides have 
been holding annual defense meetings as 
well as exchanging intelligence and other 
information to fight terrorism, narcotics 
and forms of transnational crime. 

Teodoro said the two sides avoided 
discussions on a territorial spat in the 
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South China Sea. 

In 1995, the Chinese buil 
on a submerged reef in th 
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tension in the disputed arca. 


US concerns 

China's diplomatic initia 
have caused worries in Was 

Richard Armitage, a fo 
Secretary of state and an ex 
affairs, said in an intervie 
spected newspaper The Au 
lished yesterday that U 
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“Regular traders may need to engage in 
such negotiations repeatedly, with a vari- 
ety of different personnel," the report said. 

"The outcome of the negotiations, 
whether or not a bribe is required and its 
amount, may differ in each case, thereby 
leading to unpredictability for private ac- 
tors (companies) as to the level of effec- 
tive costs they will face.” 

The report said there were also hidden 
trade barriers, separate from the formal 
network of tariffs and quotas, that added 
to the costs of doing business. 


Complicated rules 

“In many economies, the flow of goods 
and services remains hindered by com- 
plicated customs regulations, insufficient. 
use of modern technology in customs, 
the lack of handling and transportation 
infrastructure, or by other shortcom- 
ings," itsaid. 

“In economies which still face prob- 
lems facilitating trade, traders must con- 
sider additional costs when selling or 
buying goods and services on interna- 
tional markets." 

Australian Trade Minister Warren 
Truss said the report showed there was 
more Арес could do to open up trade and 


George W Bush was so preoccupied with 
Iraq he was neglecting Asia and allowing 
China to take greater leadership role. 

“In every measure, China is making real 
hay right throughout Asia,” said Armitage, 
who served the Bush administration, 
"Right now, we're just so preoccupied with 
Iraq that we're ignoring Asia totally” 

Bush is cutting short his attendance at 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(Apec) summit in Sydney this weekend 
to return to Washington in time for re- 
ports to Congress on progress in Iraq by 
top US General David Petraeus. 

‘Armitage also criticized Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice for skipping two 
ош of three annual meetings which bring 
the United States together with Asean. 

The Bush administration bas radically 
underestimated the importance of Asia, 
Armitage said. 

"In almost every measure—military 


investment within the region. 

"Greater transparency and predictabil- 
ity boost trade and reduce costs to busi- 
mess and ultimately to the consumer,” 
‘Truss said. 

‘Truss also released a separate report 
that found removing restrictions on in- 
vestment would help Арес poorer na- 
tions boost economic activity, thereby re- 
ducing poverty. 


Restrictions 

‘The report, prepared for Арес by the 
Canberra-based Center for International 
Economics, found that restrictions on in- 
vestment were greater in lower-income 
Арес countries. 

It said restrictions included excessive 
regulation, unclear property tights, poor 
legal systems and inadequate competi- 
tion laws. 

"They increase costs and risks and lim- 
it business competition, leading to lower 
productivity and growth,” Truss said. 

«Тре report concludes that if investors 
in Apec economies faced fewer barriers, 
investment would be higher and of a bet- 
ter quality, economic growth would rise 
and the incidence of poverty across Арес 
would fall.” AFP 


budgets, population growths, the need 
for raw materials—our interests will 
force us back to Asia." 

‘Armitage said there was a danger of 
Chinese leadership in Asia surpassing 
that of the United States. 

Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard, a strong supporter of Bush's Iraq 
policy, was reportedly bitterly disappoint- 
ed that the US president would miss the 
second day of the two-day Арес summit. 

In an attempt to make amends, Bush 
has extended his state visit ahead of the 
Apec summit. He is due to arrive on 
Tuesday and leave on Saturday. 

Арес groups Australia, Brunei, Cana- 
da, Chile, China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Peru, 
Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Thailand, United States and Vietnam. 

With reports from Reuters, AFP. 
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Serving the President 


AST WEEK PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, 

L through Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, asked 

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez to go on leave for 

two months so his health would improve. The 76-year- 

old Gonzalez, who is obviously afraid his leave would be- 

come permanent, the next day said he would take only a 

one-month leave because he did not want to be idle for a 

long time. He even made a great show 

EDITORIAL оѓ signing 20 documents in his hospi- 
tal room. 

We say, like some senators, that Gonzalez should make 
his leave permanent because it will be good for his health. 
He has rendered enough service (or disservice, depend- 
ing on one's point of view) to his country and should be 
allowed to rest. There are hundreds of brilliant lawyers 
who can fill his shoes at the Department of Justice. It is 
not as if Gonzalez is indispensable, and is the only one 
who is qualified to be secretary of justice. 

From newspaper accounts, Gonzalez’s ailments are se- 
rious, Last month he was hospitalized for a bleeding ul- 
cer. Gonzalez said the ulcer affected his legs so he found it 
difficult to walk without any help. There is a photo of him 
being assisted to his seat at a meeting in Malacafiang last 
Wednesday, a piece of gauze over his right wrist. There is 
talk that he may have to undergo dialysis. The secretary is 
obviously very sick. 

He is in no condition to remain in a key Cabinet post 
where every day he will be subjected to various pres- 
sures—not just work and deadline pressures, but also po- 
litical pressure. For his own good, the President should 
ask him to go on leave permanently. 

Gonzalez is a prime example of a Cabinet member who 
has politicized his position. He has not dispensed impar- 
tial, unbiased and apolitical justice. In many of his deci 
sions, actions and statements, he has been biased, politi- 
cal and very protective of Ms Arroyo. Most of the time, 
one listening to him would think that he is not the justice 
secretary but a political or publicity spokesperson of the 
President and her administration. 

On the Subic rape case: From the start, Gonzalez ex- 
pressed disbelief at “Nicole’s” claim that she was raped by 
four American Marines. In his statements it appeared that 
he was lawyering for the US Marines whose interests 
were already being protected by the US Embassy and Fil- 
ipino attorneys acting as their defense counsel. 

On the Julia Campbell slaying: Gonzalez exhibited the 
height of insensitivity when he blamed the victim, saying 
that “she was careless when she took a lonely walk by her- 
self in а deserted area” and added, “[she] is also a little ir- 
responsible.” Apparently he made the statements to try to 
erase the impression that peace and order is very bad un- 
der this administration. 

On the extrajudicial killings: Gonzalez said that United 
Nations Special Rapporteur Philip Alston, who made a re- 
port on extrajudicial killings to the UN, was “just a 
muchacho (a hired man)” of the organization. He was ap- 
parently downgrading Alston’s position to lessen the ef- 
fects of his negative findings on the political killings. 

On setting up a "rogues' gallery” of purported coup 
plotters: On one hand, Gonzalez said there was nothing 
unconstitutional or illegal in this proposal. On the other 
hand, constitutionalists like Fr. Joaquin Bernas, S.J. and 
the Concerned Lawyers for Civil Liberties said the pro- 
posed rogues’ gallery would violate the right to privacy 
and cause a “chilling effect” on critics of the administra- 
tion. 

On the $329-million broadband deal with China’s ZTE 
Corp.: Gonzalez said the contract was an executive agree- 
ment that did not need to go through a public bidding. He 
made the statement even without reading the contract, 
the original copies of which were lost and which had yet 
tobe “reconstituted.” 

‘These and other statements indicate that Gonzalez on 
many occasions acted not as a justice secretary but more 
like a political spokesperson or a propagandist for the 
President and her administration. His statements have 
hardly, if at all, promoted the ends of justice, but on the 
contrary, may have even caused injustice, as in the cases 
of “Nicole” and Campbell. 

Gonzalez has rendered enough service to President Ar- 
royo. He is no longer needed as a political spokesperson 
and propagandist—unless she has secret political plans 
for 2010. For his own good and for the good of the nation, 
he should be allowed to retire permanently. 
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“LOGGER” IS A DIRTY WORD IN THIS NECK 
of the woods. Not us, snaps San Jose Timber 
Corp. Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile's firm logs within 
a 95,770-hectare area that straddles protected 
zones of the country's last old-growth forest in 
Samar. SJTC claims it works by "sustainable 
management." 

Bought in 1977 by then martial-law Defense 
Minister Enrile, SJTC got the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources to scrub a 
logging moratorium. This feat affects what the 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF) lists as “one of the 
top 200 endangered spaces in the (planet)." 

Catholic bishops, green groups and interna- 
tional foresters fret over threats to one of the 
world’s richest biodiversity pools. Exactly 406 
of Samar's more than 2,400 species of flowers 
bloom nowhere else. And it has 39 species of 
mammals and 197 birds. Many are endan- 
gered. “This genetic pool has incredible value,” 
marvels Food and Agriculture Organization 
forester Patrick Durst. 

‘To protect this critical resource, the UN De- 
velopment Program, the Global Environment 
Facility and the government launched the 
Samar Island Natural Park. But government of- 
ten snitches with the left hand what it hands 
with its right. Here, the DENR spiked the log 
ban—and stretched SJTC's license by 16 years 
and five months. Environment Secretary Mike 
Defensors Aug. 16, 2005 order tacked this rid- 
ег for SITC: “extension of period of said TLA 
equivalent to the time lapsed from 31 May 

1989 until promulgation of this order.” 

Extension constituted “restitution.” Onli in. 
da Pilipins, retorted the Samar Island Biodiver- 
sity Foundation in a letter to senators, church 
leaders and NGOs. "Extension of a TLA as 
‘restitution’ never happened in the Philippines 
before," wrote its president, Agustin Docena. 

“Restitution,” the dictionary says, "is mak- 
ing good for injury done." In a country where 
crime pays, the idea of making good for harm. 

inflicted startles many. But the concept of repa- 
ration goes way back. 

Some dub it the "Zacchaeus precedent.” In 
Luke's account, the tax collector Zacchaeus 
pledged before the Master: “Half of my goods, 
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1 give to the poor. And if Tve cheated anyone, 1 
pay him back four times as much.” This four- 
fold restitution amplified the 7th Command- 
ment, "Thou shall not steal." 

In an Orwellian country, like the Philip- 
pines, some people are more equal than oth- 
ers. А moneybag aristocracy dominates here. 
By manipulating government levers, pecu- 
niary aristocrats grab all resources within 
reach. The Ten Commandments are watered 
down to the "Ten Suggestions.” 

The result is а moral vacuum. It shuts out 
"restitution" except where the elite cash in. The. 
powerful monopolize the Zacchaeus precedent 
but deny it to the weak. Eduardo Cojuangco Jr. 
and Marcos cronies couldn't be bothered with 
“restitution” for wringing, under martial law, bil- 
lions in levy from helpless coconut farmers. 

Defensor's order, in effect, says that ТС 
has been prejudiced and is entitled to “restitu- 
tion”—by extension of its license. Who inflict- 
ed the harm? The Catholic bishops of Cal- 
bayog, Catarman and Borongan who support- 
ed the moratorium? The DENR? 

Who calibrates the value of “restitution”? 
SITC? 

And how? In open hearings? Or was all this 
a secret, as Oliver Franks said, "in the Oxford 
sense—you may tell it only to one person ага 
time.” 

Faimess is often the first victim in smoke- 
filled backroom negotiations. And the Catholic 
bishops’ pastoral letter opposing SJTC’s claim 
to “prior rights” makes the same point. This 
"legal assertion... does not reflect true justice 
or morality... The people of Samar have more 
prior rights... Justice dictates that the natural 
‘wealth of Samar Island benefit Samar's poor, 


not end up (with) the already wealthy.” 

Scientists have estimated losses if erosion of 
Samars biodiversity continues. “More than 
$40 billion in just 25 years,” says Marcelino 
Dalmacio, who led the UN's Samar Biodiversi- 
ty Project. “That's more than the projected val 
ue of bauxite minerals, And its definitely 
greater than timber.” 

Water accounts for more than 80 percent of 
the bill, Dalmacio adds. “Water will suffer con- 
sequences of logging and mining, particularly 
in karst (limestone) areas.” Underground cave 
systems in the country’s largest karst region 
would crumble from logging trucks. 

Beyond price tags is the "killing curve. 
Plant and animal genes form life's building 
blocks. They spin off into diverse products, 
from high-yielding seeds to anti-cancer drugs. 
Only 15 percent have been studied. Of today's 
300,000 plants, only 200 or so appear on our 
dinner tables. Three crops—rice, maize and 
wheat— provide most of energy. 

Yet, Oxford University's Norman Myers esti- 
mates that some 30,000 species slip into ex 
tinction yearly, compared to “two or three lost 
every five years or so before man appeared." 
This "genetic library" took eons to evolve. “Its 
destruction would wreck the very systems that 
enable us to feed the world,” Thai Princess and 
Magsaysay Awardee Maha Chakri Sirindhorn 
‘warns, “It would foreclose options for genera- 
tions coming after us.” 

Biodiversity loss is irreversible. There is no 
recall mechanism from obliteration. Wholl 
make restitution for such damage? Forest cov- 
er here stood at 57 percent in 1934, It's been 
whittled down to 18 percent today—and is still 
dropping. 

The Samar Island Biodiversity Foundation 
prodded the Senate to consider the "restitu- 
tion" йар when selecting Commission on Ap- 

pointments representatives. Did Defensor 
swap extension-plus-restitution for Enrile's 
vote in confirming his appointment? the foun- 
dation asks. 

Were you born yesterday? 


E-mail: juantmereado@gmail.com 


A man named Muslim 


SOMETHING IS ROTTEN IN THE STATE OF 
the Mindanao State University. 

A couple of years ago, Malacafiang ordered a 
search committee to choose the next president. 
ofthe MSU to succeed Dr. Camar A. Umpa. Like 
the University of the Philippines, and as its 
name bears out, the MSU is a public (as op- 
posed to private) university. Unlike UR however, 
whose president is elected by its board of re- 
gents, the MSU's president is merely appointed 
by Malacafiang. One is at pains to understand 
the logic of that, enough to make one wonder if 
it isn't the unstated but strongly held belief that 
Mindanaoans, specifically Muslims who have 
found their voice in the MSU, cannot be trusted 
то choose wisely amongst themselves the head 
of their premier academic institution. 

The search committee, headed by former 
CHEd Commissioner Cristina Padolina, after 
much interviewing, consulting and testing, 
unanimously picked Macapado A. Muslim as 
its first choice. Some 21 candidates applied for 
the position, and Muslim came up heads and 
shoulders above his nearest rival. The case 
seemed closed. 

‘Alas, this is not a country that is known to 
hew to the demands of logic and reason. Out of 
the blue and completely rendering the search 
process a superfluous and costly exercise paid 
for by the taxpayer, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
chose instead as the next MSU president Ricar- 
oF de Leon. In the past, Philippine presidents 
exercised their prerogative to choose the presi- 
dent of the MSU, which isn't always the search 
committee's No. 1 choice, But their choices 
мете always someone who had appeared on 
the search committee's short list. De Leon had 
not. In fact, he had not even applied there. He 
wasn'ta contender at all. 

‘Who are Macapado Muslim and Ricardo de 
Leon? 

Muslim is a native of Marawi City and is him- 
self a graduate of the MSU. He got his MA in 
public administration from UP and his MA and 
Ph.D. in political science from the University of 
Hawaii as an East-West Center scholar. He has 
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taught in the MSU since he came back and has 
been a chancellor of MSU-General Santos for 
two terms. In recognition of his prodigious con- 
tributions to his alma mater and to his commu- 
nity in general, the UP National College of Pub- 
lic Administration and Governance gave him 
the Outstanding Alumnus Award last June. 

‘Who on the other hand is De Leon? Good 
question and one the MSU community itself 
has been asking in utter befuddlement since he 
was named Umpa's successor. Until then, no- 
body in the MSU had heard of him. In fact, De. 
Leon is a general of the Philippine National Po- 
lice and rose to his preeminent academic posi- 
tion upon his retirement from the force. What 
made GMA choose him over the No. 1 choice of 
the search committee, the most academically 
and administratively qualified among the can- 
didates, and the one beloved by the MSU com- 
munity itself? Only GMA can say. Is enough 
though to make one suspect she objects vio- 
lently to his surname. Either that or she has a 
natural sympathy for people who have no 
mandate from their constituents. 

The furor that arose in the MSU from De 
Leon's appointment led Malacafiang not to re- 
move him but to reduce his title ro acting presi- 
dent. That is so only on paper: De Leon has car- 
ried out his duties as a regular president and 
seems completely oblivious to the supreme irony 
in his current title, which suggests what every- 
опе in the MSU already knows, which is that һе 
is merely trying to act the part. There's somebody 
there who is perfectly qualified for rhe role. 

Faced with protest, Malacafiang summoned 
Muslim to Manila early last month, and on 
‘Aug. 8, GMA personally told him she was final- 
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ly appointing him president of the MSU to take 
effect in one week's time. What might have 
been a case of alls well that ends well, 
notwithstanding that many still felt that justice 
delayed was justice denied, has tumed out to 
bea case of all's bad that ends bitin. 

Muslim does not know what calendar Mala- 
cafiang uses (as far as he knows, both the Mus. 
lim and Christian one deem a week to be seven. 
days). Seven days and seven nights have gone 
and still Muslim is out in the cold. Indeed, а full 
‘moon has passed and still Muslim is out in the 
cold. By Muslim's account, he was approached 
by Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita after 
meeting with GMA and was told his appoint- 
ment was still confidential and he should tell no 
опе about it. After a week, however, or the kind 
that is universally taken to be so, he felt freed of 
his promise not to. To this day, Muslim, like his 
brethren who have been promised the Promised 
Land by government, is stili waiting. 

Meanwhile, De Leon has been seen going 
around the MSU and outside of it soliciting sig- 
matures demanding that he be kept in the warm. 

If this were a case of affirmative action, of a 
Muslim being appointed to the highest position 
of an academic institution representing in great 
par the Muslim community, would still lend my 
Voice to a Macapado Muslim. All other things be- 
ing equal, or even where a slight inequality ex- 
ists, it pays to appoint women to organizations 
that have to do with women, blacks to positions 
traditionally monopolized by whites, Muslims to 
institutions that have to do with Muslims. But 
this is not a case of affirmative action, this is a 
case where the person you would act affirmative- 
ly on behalf of is worlds better, more qualified, 
more deserving, than the one you would thumb 
down on behalf of a higher purpose. No, more 
than this, this is a case where the person you 
would normally thumb down with much regret 
оп behalf of a higher purpose is one you should 
really thumb down with much earnestness in the 
лате of sanity, never mind higher purpose. This 
is, in sum, a case of no contest. 

‘Truly, you wonder: Is it the guy's name? 
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COMELEC CHAIR BENJAMIN ABALOS IS BEING 
raked over the coals for his alleged role in facili- 
tating the contract with Chinese telecom giant 
ZTE to set up a national broadband network here. 
There appears to be some violation of ethical con- 
duct on the part of Abalos, who should have been 
‘more circumspect about his relationship with the 
Chinese firm, given the problem he had with 
Mega-Pacific over the election counting ma- 
chines, Whether he went beyond just questions of 
ethical conduct has yet to be established, but al- 
ready it's obvious that his critics in Congress want 
to force him out of office earlier than his retire- 
‘ment in January 2008. 
"The problem is that public attention is riveted to 
juicier details such as his “sexcapades,” when it 
Should properly center on the government contract 
itself. Is this contract beneficial to the government? 
Was it devoid of graft and corruption? Was the 
elimination of bidding allowed, it being a gove- 
ment-to-government contract? Answers to these 
questions are lost as the public is engulfed by тасу 
Stories about Abalos. Strangely enough, for a 
Congress that is quick to hold hearings on anything 
under the sun, no one there seems eager to call all 
those involved in the contract, such as Transporta- 
tion Secretary Leando Mendoza and Trade Secre- 
tary Peter Favila. They have said they are eager to 
appear before the proper forum, as they are quite 
confident they could explain everything. Sadly 
however, theres a hanging crowd out there and 
reason seems to have given way to the thirst for 
blood. y 
President Ramon Magsaysay was instrumen- 
tal in setting up the Social Security System 50 
years ago and providing it seed fund. Hence it 
Was fitting that former Sen. Ramon Magsaysay 
Jr. was the guest of honor during one of the 
three days of its golden anniversary observance. 
Jun Magsaysay recalled that after his father’s 
‘untimely death in March 1957, grieving officials 
wanted to change his native Zambales’ name to 
Magsaysay, but his mother, Luz Banzon 
Magsaysay, wouldn't allow it, arguing that the 
province's name was so much a part of its histo- 
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ту Then, they wanted to name his hometown of 
Castillejos after him, but again Doña Luz said 
no. Finally, they insisted on renaming just the 
barangay where RM was born, and she grudg- 
ingly agreed. That was an example of deli- 
cadeza, which should put to shame so many 
politicians who have no qualms changing street 
а afer members of 
their families. 

Тһе danger in constantly changing the names 
of our old streets is that our people, 
bereft of a sense of history, could suffer an even 
‘worse case of historical amnesia. Noting our 

ropensity to change street names, a Malaysian 

епа once said we should just construct new 
roads and give them any name we want. Makes 
sense. 

Cecile Alvarez and 1 had fun interviewing 
“Komiks King” Carlo J. Caparas and his business- 
woman-wife Donna Villa on his revival of the Fil- 
ipino komiks as а cultural genre. Within days, he is 
launching two projects. His first dyaryo nobela in a 
broadsheet, "To Have and to Hold,” was launched 
yesterday in the Inquire, and it is billed by its cre- 
ator as “a love story destined to outlast forever" On 
Sept. 10, Caparas will re-launch five of his old 
komiks, with seven stories each (at only P10 per 
сору): “Pilipino Classics,” "OFW Komiks,” "Tagalog 
Komiks,” “Guapo Komiks” and "SuperFunny 
Komiks” These will feature new stories such as 
“Gagambino,” “Kroko,” "Hiwaga ng Kadena de 
Amor" and "Bangaw" The komiks” resurrection 
should be welcomed by generations of Pinoys who 
grew up with them. Pinoys missed them especially 
in the last 20 years when Caparas, who had pro- 


duced over 800 komiks novels and short stories, 
ventured into movies that he and his wife produced 
from them, including “Ang Panday” “Bakekang,” 
“Pieta,” "Tuklaw" and “Ander de Saya.” 

For 87 years, as Standard columnist Fel Mara- 
gay noted recently, komiks flourished here, pa- 
tronized both by the rich and the poor, with as 
many as 250 titles in circulation and selling for 
300,000 to 500,000 copies a day. But over time, 
‘with fierce competition from more sophisticated 
electronic forms, the komiks died. But as Ca- 
paras told us in our Sunday dzRH show, its re- 
Vival is “payback time." He has earned a lot of 
money and recognition from what NOCA Execu- 
tive Director Cecile Alvarez terms "illustrated 
theater.” The latest accolade was the Presiden- 
tial Medal of Merit which President Macapagal- 
Arroyo conferred last February on Caparas and 
the founding fathers of this art form: Francisco 
Coching of "Pedro Penduko” fame, Antonio Ve- 
lasquez of “Mga Kababalaghan ni Кепкоу” Mars 
Ravelo of “Darna,” and Larry Alcala of "Aksyong. 
Aksaya” and "Kalabog en Bosyo." "Unfortunate- 
ly" mused Caparas, "Tm the only one among 
them still around." Another accolade he reaped 
last year was the Gusi Peace Prize. 

‘One thing good he notes is that many Pinoy il- 
lustrators who made good in the United States 
are now eager to join the komiks revival here 
and are sending their works from abroad. 

To gauge public sentiment on reviving the 
komiks and to look for surviving practitioners of the 
art form, Carlo and Donna launched their “Komiks 
Karavan” with their children, CJ and Peach. They 
happily reported that people across the country met 
them warmly, especially young students whom they 
encouraged in their artistic pursuits. We stressed to 
Caparas how powerful is the medium of komiks, as 
itspeaks straight to the masses. Would it be possible 
to incorporate into them crucial advocacies such as 
the protection of the environment and old Pinoy 
values? The komiks king said hell see to it that 
these are woven into the stories, but first and fore- 
mos: stil, he added, komiks are here to entertain. 


Songs, dances and memories of Cebu 


NOT ONLY DOES CEBU HAVE TWO “THEME 
songs"—the older pop tune whose refrain goes 
"Cebu! Cebu! I'm really longing to see Cebu!” and 
‘a newer anthem, also pop in orientation, that ex- 
tols Cebuanos ("Mabuhi! Mabuhil Mabuhi ka 
Sugbuanon!"), as well as an "official" choreogra- 
phy for the second song—but in every town we 
visited as part of the "Northern Escapade" for the 
"Suroy Suroy Sugbu,” we heard an official town 
hymn! 

Before this hectic three-day sortie through 
Northern Cebu and Bantayan Island, I had heard 
that Visayans, Cebuanos particularly loved to sing 
and dance. The tour has not only reinforced that 
impression, it has shown me that the Cebuanos! 
love of celebration and excess is not just a pastime, 
it is an essential part of life. Or as Anton Quisumb. 
ing, who joined the last leg of the "suroy suroy,” put 
it: “Cebu is notan island, its lifestyle!” 

"The Cebuanos penchant for the "showbiz" part. 
of life was amply demonstrated on the second 
evening of the tour, in Bantayan town on Bantayan 
Island, where we were welcomed by schoolchildren 
їп bright aqua costumes with "fins" and "fishtails" 
‘who made а path for us as we walked from the 
plaza to the parish church of Saints Peter and Paul. 
When Gov. Gwen Garcia and Mayor Geralyn Es- 
cario Canares reached the closed church doors, they 
slowly pushed it open to reveal another group of 
costumed schoolchildren, who loudly greeted the 
party and began to kiss the hands of everyone as we 
entered. 

‘A choir was singing as we made our way to the 
pews, where Vince Escario, the town’s information. 
Officer, gave us some background on the parish and 
church, which is more than a hundred years old and 
boasts the thickest walls among all Cebu churches, 
and invited us to tour the small museum in the at- 
tached convento. 

AFTER A brief visit to the market where we 
grabbed packets of dried danggit (Bantayan is 
the source for this famous fish of Cebu, as well as 
the "egg capital” of the Visayas), it was time for 
dinner and a grand show in the plaza, dominat- 
ей by a beautiful fountain. The show began with 
anod to nostalgia, asa group of “senior citizens” 
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entertained the group with a selection, of 
‘Visayan ditties and love songs, accompanied by 
a rondalla. Then it was the turn of the young 
folks, who opened their portion with Bantayan's 
‘own “theme song," an ode to the people's main 
source of living, which is fishing, explaining 
their aqua-themed costumes. 

But the night was far from over, as the dancers 
and a percussion band launched into several 
numbers, culminating, of course, in Cebu's 
theme songs, where everyone, including the 
governor, was enjoined to join in. 

‘We spent the night in Hoyohoy Villas in Sta. Fe 
town, where most of the beach resorts of Ban- 
tayan are found. Hoyohoy (Visayan for "sea 
breeze") is a collection of six bungalows that are 
а showcase of Cebuano design, with exquisite 
Cebuano-designed and manufactured furniture 
and accessories їп the bedroom and living room, 
and an open-air shower area. 

Many thanks, too, to the Espinosa sisters: 
Doris, an official of Bantayan town offered to 
help me e-mail my Sunday column by driving me 
tohersister Riza's Internet café, where Inot only 
successfully sent my column, but even went off 
with several hand-made bead necklaces and 
souvenir Fshirts. 

WE would have occasion to enjoy even more of 
Cebuano culture and traditions as we made our 
мау to other towns. (Bantayan is accessible by way 
of regularly-scheduled ferry rides, which take from 
40 minutes to an hour from Hagnaya Port, about 
three hours drive from Cebu City) 

In Madridejos, the third town on the island, we 
were serenaded by schoolchildren as well as by 
Mayor Salvador dela Fuente, who declared that his 


town would soon be “the next tourist diving desti- 
nation” in Asia. 

‘Our next stop was Borbon, where we were treat- 
ed to a town fiesta of old, complete with a brass 
band, a greased pig race and the traditional greased 
pole, where young boys tried to inch their way up to 
Teach a flag and win the P2,000 prize. There was 
even a “carambola” where several fighting cocks 
battled it out for supremacy. 

n Catmon, a small town located amid hillocks 
and beaches, we drove through the winding streets 
to a small plaza in front of the church, where food 
booths awaited us, particularly one showcasing 
budbod cabog, a suman made from millet and sago 
‘wrapped in banana leaf. Also a highlight were per- 
formances by the town's senior citizens, who 
danced, sang and even performed a tableau recre- 
ating the town's history. 


“SUROY SUROY Sugbu" would reach a fitting 
imax in Lilo-an, less than an hour from Cebu 
City but really hundreds of kilometers away in 
terms of spirit and sentiment. 

‘We first made our way to a bridge where we 
could see a sight that explained the town's 
name. Looking at the waters below the bridge, 
we found a number of whirlpools or eddies, and 
since the Visayan term for these whirlpools is 
“lilo,” the town's name means literally “the 
place for whirlpools.” 

‘Accompanying the governor was a handsome 
young man and we wondered where she had 
‘managed to pick up a movie star. He turned out 
to be, not an actor, but the young (26 years old) 
mayor of Lilo-an, known to his constituents as 
Duke Frasco. The mayor, who before his election 
had grown up and studied in the United States, 
though he spent most of his vacations in Lilo-an, 
has a link to the town's history and heritage, be- 
ing part of the family that founded Titay s, which 
makes and markets the famous rosquillos or 
cookies. 

‘Again we were treated to a sumptuous dinner, 
songs, dances and even fireworks, bringing the 
"suroy зигоу” to a fitting, exhilarating close that 
wil forever seal сое, salting ‘memories 
ol 


CFC: Between Jerusalem and Antioch 


THE CRISIS IN THE COUPLES FOR CHRIST. 
movement touches us all—either because we are 
Filipino or because we are Catholic. In the last 
quarter-century, this family-oriented Catholic 
charismatic renewal movement founded in the 
Philippines has become a global phenomenon: 
over a million members, reaching millions more, 
with a presence in 160 countries. 

In the last half-decade, it has also become 
known for an innovative social ministry. Or 
maybe not. Identifying the famous and successful 
Самай Kalinga housing initiative as the work of 
CFC lies, in fact, at the epicenter of the upheaval. 

“It appears that certain CFC principles and way 
of life [sic] are giving way to Gawad Kalinga,” 
three bishops with some responsibility for CFC 
wrote to the Elders’ Assembly on June 7. “The 
spiritual and pastoral culture of СЕС must not be 
sacrificed for the sake of GK. Nor should GK be 
imposed on all since there are other pillars of con- 
cern.” (The three were: Bishop Gabriel Reyes of 

ipolo, CFC spiritual director and chair of the 
CBCP's Episcopal Commission on Lay Apostolat 
Archbishop Angel Lagdameo of Jaro, CBCP presi- 
dent; and Bishop Socrates Villegas of Balanga, 
the first bishop to discuss the crisis with CFC lead- 
ers) 

After a controversial election in June, the crisis 
came to a head in late July. On Aug. 1, the newly 
elected CFC International Council sounded the 
alarm: “The recent pronouncements and e-mails 
of Bro. Frank Padilla point to an inevitable split in 
the CFC community" It quoted. Padilla, CFC's 
long-time leader, as saying, in an e-mail dated Ju- 
ly 25: "This split will give a clear choice for our 
brethren—to stay with the present CFC and its 
emerging total focus on GK, or to go with the new 
CFC, which is the original and true CFC.” 

‘One cannot read the documents available on- 
line or read the forwarded e-mails that float in 
the electronic ether or listen to friends caught in 
the middle without feeling a great anguish. (At 
least I can't.) Many good people are involved, a 
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lot of good work is a stake. At the same time, the 
issue, as joined, is a genuine dilemma for the 
committed Catholic: How much of our salvation. 
rests on faith, how much on good works? 

Ог, to use religious language familiar since the 
late 20th century and apply it to the Gawad Kalin- 
ga experience: How do we strike a balance be- 
‘ween the social and the spiritual? 

‘The CFC Council has answered this emphati- 
cally, with a resounding reaffirmation of the 
movements vision and mission. To this not-disin- 
terested observer, however, CFC's dilemma re- 
mains. The question of СКЗ exact role in the СЕС 
movement, if 1 may still refer to both groups as а 
unity, still needs to be answered. 

То be sure, both sides in the movement must 
recognize the danger that the two tendencies rep- 
resented by their two leaders—Padilla the co- 
founder, described on his group's website as the 
“keeper of the charism,” and Tony Meloto, the 
Magsaysay Awardee and the driving force behind 
Самай Kalinga—pose for them. As St. Augustine 
wrote in a completely different context: “Only 
great men proclaimed heresies.” I do not mean to 
suggest that either man advocates what amounts 
to Catholic heresy; far from it. 1 only want to em- 
phasize the import of what is at stake, and what 
will become clear only after much time has 
passed: the spirituality of the CPC movement. 

‘Their decision will define the way CFC will pro- 
ceed in the faith. Which makes me wonder: Per- 
haps the СРС movement is caught in its own tran- 
sition “from Jerusalem to Antioch.” 

WORTH FIGHTING FOR. Hurting words have 


been said. (Hell, even some of the bishops have 
felt aggrieved!) But if both sides can get past all 
that, they may find their way to accept the some- 
times wounding exchanges as a pledge of pas- 
sionate conviction. 

Intemperate remarks are not unknown in spiritu 
al literature. That truculent traveler from Tersus, St. 
Paul, for example, does not mince words in attack- 
ing rival preachers bearing a different gospel. In his 
letter to the Galatians, he describes how “Certain 
false claimants to the title of brother were smug- 
gled” into what we now know as the Council of 
Jerusalem, where “they wormed their way into the 
group to spy on the freedom we enjoy in Christ Je- 
sus and thereby to make slaves of us.” 

Or, in the same epistle: "If anyone preaches а 
gospel to you other than the one you received, let 
а curse be upon him!" The redactors of the New 
‘American Bible are forced to note “the passionate 
intensity with which Galatians is written.” 

"What did these "false claimants” claim? That to 
follow Christ one needs to become what Christ was, 
a Jew, and follow Jewish law. In all other respects, 
the “false claimants” preached the same good news. 
But precipitated by a crisis in the community in An- 
tioch, the Council in Jerusalem decided “not to lay 
оп [converts] any burden beyond that which is 
stricly necessary" This decision proved extraordi- 
narily fateful: It allowed the spread of Christianity 
to the four comers of the world. 

Antioch was only a way station on the road to 
establishing Christianity in Rome, and thus as a 
world religion. But it was in Antioch that Christ's 
followers first called themselves Christian. 

1do not believe that, reduced to its essentials, 
the crisis in Couples for Christ is about so-called 
Filipino crab mentality pulling Gawad Kalinga 
back into the sack. I think that, personal motives 
and hurt feelings aside, it is a time of great trial 
for the movement, to define itself on its own jour- 
ney to Rome. 


Email: jneryGinquirer.com.ph 
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The good father 


FOR ALMOST ALL OF THE 20 YEARS OF MY LIFE, 1 GREW 
up with a father who most of the time, if not always, provid- 
ed me, my siblings and my mom all that we wanted and. 
needed. During that time, everywhere ГА go—in school, in 
parties and even їп family gatherings—everyone told me 
how good a provider my father was. So 1 grew up thinking 
that ail it meant to be a father was to be a good provider. 

It was only recent- 4 
ly that 1 began to s 
wonder if that was 
right. Can we not de- 
fine a father beyond 
his finances, beyond 
the material things 
he can provide his 
family? It would 
seem that most of us 
see our fathers only 
as money-making 
machines that spit out cash when we need to buy or pay for 
something. : 

"This question came to me when our family started to have 
financial problems. My father wasn't earning as much as he 
used to. Unpaid bills started to pile up. My mom was becom 
ing anxious, wondering how we would pay thebbills. — j| 

‘One afternoon as | was lying on the sofa reading a book, 1 
received a call from the local cable company to remind tis 
that our bills were three months overdue. The person on the 
other end told me that unless they received payment within 
so many days, they would disconnect the line. ә 

‘As our financial woes got worse, my parents began to have 
fights. Not because they hated each other, but because they 
were both worried sick about the whole “crisis.” 

Tt was tough for us. At times, we would catch ourselves 
staring at each other and reminiscing about the old 
days—the days when we would party all night, the days 
when we would spend thousands of pesos on groceries, ой 
clothes and the like, the days when we would go to fancy 
Sees sand feast on diferentiindsof food served befor 
us. Indeed, those were the days ' 

Asthe months rolled by, there was still no improvementin 
our financial condition. In school, Istarted sharing our prob- 
lems with fellow students who were in the same fix. They 
said it was our fathers’ fault because had they found othér 
means of livelihood or had they worked harder, we would 
not be in the situation we were in. i 

For a while I tended to agree with them. I was inclined to 
putall the blame on my father's shoulders. would say to my- 
self my father had acted irresponsibly and brought our entire 
family into such a situation. 

However, by some bizarre work of fate, my perception 

hanged. One time, I approached my father to ask for my al- 
lowance. The request seemed to have come to him as a shock, 
and he dropped the newspaper he was reading. His reaction 
Struck me as surprising since it was always he who would give 
my siblings and me our allowances. From the reaction on his 
face, I knew he didn't have the money. All he said was, “Ahh „+ 
there's a hundred pesos on top of the TV set." 

Twent to my parents’ room and found on top of the TV зе] 
one PSO and two P20 bills. It was P10 less than what father 
thought he had. 

At first, I thought it was unbelievable. But from what saw. 
on my fathers face, I knew I had to accept the fact that it was 
all that he had. EI 

It was that incident that made me see my father's worth. It 
brought me to the realization that my father is a human bet 
ing, and not some money-making machine. Most important 
ly, it made me see that I have a father who's always there to 
support his family, a father who works hard to send his chil- 
Gren to school, a father who would do everything for his fam- 
ily, a father who loves all of us. 

"The incident told me how much my father is willing to 
give to us, which is everything he has. The fact that he stayed 
ich us during those trying times was enough. The fact that 
for all these years he cared and loved his family was more 
than enough. Being a father doesn't mean earning millions. 
Tesmore than that. 

Now I don't need anyone to tell me how good a father he 
is, because I know it for a fact and I can say it myself: My fa; 
therisa good father 
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We want to know what the yourig 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Karlo Aaron С. Respicio, 20, is an AB English senior at the Ate! 
neo de Davao Universi 
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Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood Ginquir- и 
excom. ph together with your address, age and the school, | 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. D 


*..Corruption 
has been with us for 
a long time. To 
eradicate this evil 
and replace it with 
the virtue of hon- 
esty, firm supervi- 
sion, and constant 
vigilance at the top are of help, but not sufficient.” 

President Ramon Magsaysay speaks on youth and national 

problems before the Central Student Organization, Sept. 25, 1956 


за?» ре Remar Ramon Magy 


"There is one word that has no place in the history of "| 
our armed forces—compromise.” a 
President Ramon Magsaysay's Loyalty Day speech, July 3, 1956 


“There is not the slightest doubt that the women will 
continue to grow as a potent political force in this coun- 


uy 
President Ramon Magsaysay speaks during the golden jubilee of 
the feminist movement in the Philippines, June 19, 1955 


“if we are to survive and succeed as a nation, we must 
keep pace with the wonders and miracles that are being 
wrought daily in the areas of science and technology.” 
president Ramon Magsaysay speaks before the National Schools 
Press Conference Feb. 17, 1956 


“The media are expected not only to disseminate fair, 
accurate, and full information, but also to lead in the 
formation of public opinion, either favorable or unfa- 
vorable, regarding government intentions, plans, and 
acts.” 
resident Ramon Magsaysay addresses the Manila Suburban 
Press Club, Dec. 27, 1956 
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PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTITUTE 
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Bolder steps needed to curb smuggling Кш 


THE GOVERNMENT ORGANIZED 
a big PR event to demonstrate to 
the public its determination to 
weed out smuggling in the coun- 
“try. Three wrecking machines de- 
stroyed smuggled luxury cars at 
the Subic Bay Freeport. The idea 
‘was to teach the car smugglers an 
expensive lesson. 

But we at the Fair Trade Al- 
Жапсе (FairTrade) would like to 
ask: After the destruction of the 
‘smuggled vehicles, what now? 
Наз smuggling stopped? Have the 
smugglers disappeared? 

If the idea was to stop smug- 
gling, the government should 
have fastened the car smugglers 
ide those cars before proceed- 
ing with the destruction. Of 
course, the smugglers are worse 
than the Abu Sayyaf—for they kill 
not just dozens but virtually mil- 
lions of Filipinos who are unable 
to find jobs due to the collapse of 
local industry and agriculture as а 
result of widespread and still 
unchecked smuggling. In addi- 
tion, these smugglers deprive the 
government annually of at least 
P175 billion, not PSO billion, in 
foregone revenues 

‘The PR exercise was dramatic 

‘but meaningless—because it was 
faceless. As if the vehicles entered 
the Philippines without any hu- 
‘man being touching them. For the 
governments  anti-smuggling 
campaign to gain credibility, the 
‘campaign should reveal the 
‘names of the big-time smugglers 
and coddlers in the country. These 
smugglers and coddlers should be 
put behind bars. 

Without а name-and-shame 
campaign, the car destruction 
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BACKHOES reduce to scrap smuggled vehicles in Subic Bay Freeport 


might end up as a rehash of what 
happened in Divisoria in 2006— 
the government raided and closed 
168 Mall for being the country's 
biggest outlet for smuggled goods. 
Weeks after, the mall reopened; it 
has since been operating without 
any respite. 

‘The government should go af- 
ter the smugglers themselves, not 
only after the smuggled goods. 

FairTrade would like to reiter- 
ate these other proposals to curb 
smuggling: 

1. President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo should certify as urgent the 
anti-smuggling bill. In the 13th 
Congress, a similar bill passed 


Building classrooms should be priority 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE 
commentary "The Cyber Educa- 
tion Project” by Eugenia Duran- 
Apostol and Maria Lim-Ayuyao. 
(Inquirer, 8/11/07) 

Т definitely agree that “the 
woes of public education" nowa- 
days are "truly mind-boggling." I 
don't blame the Department of 
Education if it is grasping at 
straws, so to speak, to arrive at 
solutions. But with our scant re- 
sources at this time, investing 
22 billion in the Cyber Educa- 
tion Project—however cost-effec- 
‘sive it will be in the long run in 
ensuring quality education in all 
public schools in the country—is 
not the solution to the problem of 
poor quality of education we 
have today. 

‘Time and again I have suggest- 
ed to the DepEd that the key to 
improving our public school sys- 
tem at this time is the middle-lev- 
el managers in the field—the 
principals of both elementary 
and high schools—meaning, the 
upgrading of their capabilities. 
Before they are assigned, they 
should be sent for training in 
management skills. Most of all, 
they should be told to remove 
their blinders and not be the 
meek, obedient followers of bu- 
reaucratic rules, regulations and 
practices. With an open mind, 
they will be enabled to solve 
problems their schools face, with 
the resources at hand and with 
the help of parents and barangay 
officials. A case in point is the 


problem of overcrowding at the 
beginning of every school year. 

Here in Quezon City, in spite of 
the massive school-building pro- 
grams of Mayor Feliciano Bel- 
monte for the past six years, there 
are still schools with principals 
packing pupils 65 to 70-plus in 
опе room. One such school is the 
Old Balara Elementary School on 
Tandang Sora. 1 saw this for my- 
self when I went to enroll my fos- 
ter child in Grade 1, and 1 was 
shocked when I saw this atrocity 
for myself. To top it all, on that 
particular day, there were no 
lights and electric fans because of 
circuit overloading. 

As a concerned grandmother, 1 
sentan urgent memo to the may- 
or, warning of a calamity waiting 
to happen in case an earthquake, 
even if it would be intensity 6 on- 
ly, hits the city on a busy week- 
day when 5,000 pupils are in the 
school. As an educator for 43 
years, I suggested a solution. If 
the advice will be well taken, 
good. If not and something hap- 
pens, the officials concerned 
should be made criminally li- 
able. 

The Cyber Education Project is 
good. But not at this time. Not yet. 
First things first. 

—CONSUELO D. SISON, 
retired Quezon City 
secondary school principal IV 
Emilia Imperial 

Dancel Foundation, 

10 Alpha Ва. Alpha Village, 
Capitol Hills, Quezon City 


the House but got stalled in the 
office of a pro-administration 
senator. 

2. Congress should amend the 
‘Transaction Valuation Law and in- 
stitute a system of correcting and 
updating import prices by adopt- 
ing the risk valuation methods 
and customs procedures adopted 
by China, India, the United States, 
the European Union and other de- 
veloped countries. 

3. The government should: 

© Limit the customs-bonded 
warehouses (CBWs) to a number 
that can be effectively monitored 
and regularly audited (in 2003, 
only 70 CBWs were audited out 


Corruption still 
No. 1 problem 


IN A COUNTRY THAT -PUTS 
cheap publicity stunts of pseudo- 
actresses on prime time and front 
pages, I'm glad that someone like 
Conrado de Quiros consistently 
writes about what matters most. 

In his latest article about our 
educational standing, De Quiros 
fearlessly points out that corrup- 
tion is really at the core of our 
problem in education. ("Let there 
be light," Inquirer, 8/23/07) 

T agree that corruption has 
robbed countless Filipinos not on- 
ly of classrooms and the right edu- 
cational tools, but also of their 
dreams and future. Too many of 
our countrymen have been brain- 
washed into thinking that greener 
pastures can be found in menial 
jobs abroad. “Education makes a 
people easy to lead but difficult to 
drive, easy to govern but impossi- 
ble to enslave,” is a quote more 
apt to us now than ever. 

How convenient and easy it is 
to buy votes and enslave an igno- 
rant society that doesn’t even 
know what to demand from its 
leaders, much less realize that it is 
in a position to demand from its 
government. 

1 hope officials of the Depart- 
ment of Education consider De 
Quiros’ views and find the 
courage to actually do something 
about the problems facing our ed- 
ucational system. 

—RAMON VICENTE BERENGUER, 
 monberenguerGyahoo.com 


US facility in Southern Philippines a military base 


WE AT FOCUS ON THE GLOBAL 
South, the intemational think 
tank that claims that the United 
States is building a military base 
in Mindanao, ask VFA Executive 
Director Edilberto Adan the fol- 
lowing: 

ө Whj is the Philippines listed 
by the US Overseas Basing Com- 
mission (OBC), an official US gov- 
ernment body, as developing *co- 
operative security locations"—a 
category of bases under US mili- 
tary definition? 

ә Why has the Philippines 
been described by the US Con- 
gressional Research Service, a US 
government body, as a "supply 
base for military operations 
throughout the region"? 

ө Why has a US base constr 
tion unit, the Naval Facilities Engi 
neering Command, given a P650- 
million, six-month contract to US 
firms offering “base operations” 
services? How much do the “living 


qmm 


Lone 7 


Kobe Bryant's Manila visit | UAAP and NCAA highlights | Michele Bumgarner | PJ Barua 


quarters"—as Adan describes the 
facilities cost? 
‘Why do US troops refer to 
their bases in Mindanao as "Ad- 
vanced Operating Base-920"? 
Focus on the Global South be- 
lieves that consistent with the 
practice of the United States and 
host governments in other coun- 
tries that host US bases facing do- 
mestic opposition, the United 
States and the Philippine govern- 
ments are deliberately seeking to 
keep the nature of US military 
presence in the Philippines secret. 
Part of this is a deliberate at- 
tempt to obscure the definition of 
what constitutes a "US base.” This 
entails locating US troops and 
supplies inside host-nation facili- 
ties, as is the case in Southern 
Philippines, and as has now been. 
confirmed by Adan. But for all in- 
tents and purposes, Focus on the 
Global South believes that the na- 
ture of the US military presence in 


a 


the Philippines constitutes a form 
of basing. 

According to the US Depart- 
ment of Defense's definition, "Co- 
operative Securit Loca- 
tions"—which the Philippines has 
been confirmed by the OBC to be 
hosting—are facilities technically 
owned by host governments that 
would only be used by the United 
States in case of actual operations, 
though they could be visited and 
inspected by the United States, 
they would most likely be run and 
maintained by hostnation per- 
sonnel or even private comrac- 
tors; useful for pre-positioning lo- 
gistics support or as venues for 
joint operations with host mili- 
taries. They are, however, consid- 
ered as US military facilities by the 
Pentagon. 


—HERBERT DOCENA, 
Focus on the Global South, 
19 Maginhawa St., 

UP Village, Quezon City 


ма 


mm 


of almost 1,000 operating CB- 
Ws). 

ә Overhaul the ineffective 
anti-smuggling control mecha- 
nisms in place at Subic, Clark 
and other economic and special 
zones. 

© Penalize retailers and whole- 
salers of smuggled items. 

‘The point is, an effective anti- 
smuggling campaign requires a 
bolder and more sustained effort 
from the executive and legislative 
branches. 

—ANGELITO В. MENDOZA, 
convenor, Fair Trade Alliance 
(FairTrade) Labor, 
ftagfairtradealliance.org 
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On giving up a political career 


THE PERKS AND PRIVILEGES, 
among many other material and 
psychological considerations as- 
sociated with an elective political 
position, are indeed tempting. 
Many are those who enter the po- 
litical arena mainly to enjoy them, 
albeit in the guise of helping their 
constituents. Happily, there are 
others who are sincere in improv- 
ing the people's lot. 

‘Avery popular anchor of one of 
the country’s biggest TV stations, 
with full knowledge that he would 
be confronted with tremendous 
‘odds—and against the advise of 
relatives—joined the political ex- 
ercise in 2001 and won. “Ted 
Failon, the Giant Killer,” as a mag- 
azine titled a story on the newest 
David, fought long and hard in 
Congress to serve the interests of 
his constituents. But, as fate 
would have it, he did not succeed 
in his objectives—one of which 
was a law to boost the ailing co- 
conut industry, one of the main 
sources of income for his province 
mates—because of too much poli- 
tics. He did not run for re-election 
and went back to his first love: 
news broadcasting and journal- 
ism. 

In опе of his columns before the 
final curtain fell on the 13th 
Congress, he wrote: “Dalangin ko 
lang sana na ang ma-abolish ay 
ang House of Representatives ... 
kalipunan па ginagastusan ng 
bayan ng mahigit anim na bilyong 
piso taon-taon sa operational ex- 
penses pa lamang. Sayang talaga 
ang pera ng bayan sa institusyon 
na sana'y pinagpipitaganan, ngu- 
nit ay mistulang babuyan (1 pray 
for the abolition of the House of 
Representatives .. an institution. 


for which the country is spending. 
more than P6 billion every year. 
So much peoples money wasted 
in an institution which is sup- 
posed to be honorable, but comes 
forth as a pigsty)." Unfortunately, 
Failon did not offer an alternative. 

On the other hand, a former 
two-time representative and а for- 
mer Cabinet member, thought to 
have given up his political career 
after he stepped down as agrarian 
reform secretary, was elected may- 
or in his hometown in 2001 and re- 
elected in 2004. Despite his accom- 
plishments, Hernani Braganza ad- 
mitted last February that he was 
frustrated with the politics in our 
country; he said that he would not 
run in the May elections, that his 
colleagues, family and friends al- 
ready knew of his plan. Apparently, 
some people prevailed upon him to 
stay: he is still the incumbent may- 
ого Alaminos City. Come February 
2010, will he run for the House. 
seat he once occupied? 

1 believe that President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo wants to be a good 
leader and would like to leave a 
lasting legacy to our people. 1t is 
only unfortunate that—even if it 
was meant to be a joke—she men- 
tioned, in one of her speeches a 
month or two ago, that she will 
run for representative in 2010. 

We know of many politicians 
who continue to exert their influ- 
ence, either directly or by substi- 
tution. Will these politicians be 
willing to give up their political 
careers/interests for the sake of 
our country and people? Will they 
allow the real do-gooders to serve 
the interests of the people? 

JERRY A. QUIBILAN, 
jerryaquibilanGyahoo.com. 


1 CAN STILL RECALL JUST 
where and how 1 first heard of 
Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino Jr's as- 
sassination, and almost the very 
words in which the news came; 
just as сап recall where I heard 
of John F. Kennedy's assassina- 
tion, and of the Japanese bomb- 
ing of Pearl Harbor. Perhaps it 
was the shock of the news that 
caused it to stick in my memory; 
| inthe case of Ninoy I remember 
asking myself, “Would they go 
this far? How stupid of them!” 

But there was also the sense 
that these were turning points in 
history, that things would never 
be quite the same again. This 
was confirmed by what followed. 
in the case of Ninoy First, there 
was a three-day brownout in 
Metro Manila, which has never 
been adequately explained. As 1 
sat in my unlit office beside the 
silent electric typewriters, 1 had 
the sense of being in a dark 
room, supposedly alone, but 
then becoming aware of another 
presence in the room, an evil 
presence. This was a symbol, it 
seems, of growing awareness of 
the evil at the heart of the society 
which surrounded us. My com- 
panions gave voice to similar 
feelings. 

But then -things began to 
change as Filipinos reacted with 
defiance to the evil. Long lines 
formed on Times Street as hun- 
dreds of thousands stood in the 
rain and the heat for a cha..ce to 
venerate the body of one whom 
they were coming to see as a 
martyr. Taxis pulled up at 4 a.m. 
and their drivers went in to pay 
their respects. T-shirts appeared 
with the message "No greater 
love has any man than to give his 
life for the nation.” 

It came to a climax in the fu- 
neral Mass, the magnificent 
homily by Jaime Cardinal Sin, 
and the nine-hour procession to 
the cemetery. The cardinal pic- 
tured the soul of Ninoy depart- 
ing for the Father's house but 
turning to ask for the gift of 


Uncomfortable memories 
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peace, peace for his countrymen 
in the hills “who fight for a cause 
you believe in,” for the military 
“who must now suffer the an- 
guish of knowing that your ene- 
mies are your own blood broth- 
er" for government officials 
and employees "now struggling 
to preserve their humanity and 
integrity before the eyes of our 
people." 

Ninoy's death was not simply 
the result of a miscalculation on 
his part, a case of being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time. 
It was the fruit of a deep reli- 
gious commitment. 

Just about two weeks before 
his return for his date with death, 
I met his brother Butz at the 
home of a common friend. When 
asked about Ninoy, he replied in 
almost these exact words: “You 
know, the guy really believes it. 
His philosophy now is: you live 
only once so the thing to do is to 
live in total commitment, to walk 
in the light as God gives you to 
see the light, to walk in the sight 
of God, and to leave the rest up to 
Him.” Spoken before Ninoys 
death and his elevation to hero 
status, Itake these words to be an 
accurate statement of the spirit in 
which he rerurned. 

In his little pamphlet, “Let- 
ters—Prison and Exile,” Ninoy 
describes his 30 days of solitary 
confinement in a small room, 
the light on 24 hours a day, win- 
dows blocked so that he could 
пог see out, with only an iron 
bed without mattress, no table 
ог chair. There he, a man in his 
prime and full of energy, came. 
close to despair—from which he 
was saved by an experience as if 
God were speaking to him, 
scolding him for his ingratirude 


for the many gifts he had re- 
ceived and his refusal to accepta 
bit of desolation sent by Him. 
This was the beginning of a deep 
religious conversion which 
deepened and sustained him 
through eight years of imprison- 
ment, trial before a military tri- 
bunal, an election campaign in 
which, though fighting with one 
arm tied behind his back as it 
were, he probably would have 
won if the votes had been count- 
ed honestly, then freedom in the 
United States and the almost in- 
credible decision to return. 

Recollections of Ninoy, like 
those of Jose Rizal and Gregorio 
del Pilar, and for an American, 
memories of Abraham Lincoln, 
are inspiring but uncomfortable. 
Americans must face the fact 
that 200 years after the solemn 
words of the “Declaration of In- 
dependence” that “all men are 
created equal” and 100 years af- 
ter Lincoln's assassination, slav- 
ery and then racial segregation 
persisted in their midst. Filipinos 
are reminded that, 24 years after 
Ninoy' sacrifice, the dictators 
family is still riding high and 
claiming a share in the loot, 
while many of his allies and 
henchmen—you name 
them—have been elected to na- 
tional office. 

Memories then inspire but al- 
so haunt a people, and this is 
what has been termed civil reli- 
gion—the individuals, events 
and monuments which are given 
a quasi-sacred aura, which help 
to define a community and at 
the same time challenge it to live 
up to its highest ideals. Just as 
‘American civil religion, like the 
prophets of the Old Testament, 
has challenged not only racism 
but the wars in Vietnam and in 
Iraq, so Filipino civil religion to- 
day challenges the failure to re- 
form, the injustice and poverty 
which still oppress the people 
and keep them enthralled to a 
dominant elite, 24 years after 
Ninoy's sacrifice. 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or sugges- 
tions about the treatment of news and photos by the 
Inquirer, you may write to the Readers' Advocate, 
Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, cor- 
ner Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or 
send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail 


readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of letters to the editor are requested to in 
clude their complete address and telephone or pager 
number or e-mail address for verification purposes. 
The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
information is supplied. 
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Comelec to look into Abalos case 


By Beverly T. Natividad 
and Norman Bordadora 


THE COMMISSION ON ELECTIONS 
(Comelec) will study whether the contro- 
versial National Broadband Network 
(NBN) project violated election laws, and 
if any election offense was committed by 
Comelec Chair Benjamin Abalos Sr. for his 
alleged role in the $329-million contract. 

Comelec Commissioner Rene Sarmiento 
told reporters yesterday that the Comelec 
would look into the facts of the case to de- 
termine if the NBN deal's signing within the 
election campaign period violated the Om- 
nibus Election Code. 

Outside the Comelec office in Intramuros, 
Manila, the Freedom from Debt Coalition 
(ЕОС) staged a rally to call for an "indepen- 
dent and impartial investigation" of Abalos 
for his alleged brokering of the NBN deal. 

"ft is deplorable that the very head of the 
institution that should strictly prohibit gov- 
ernment agencies from entering into con- 
tracts during election campaign period was 
the very same person who reportedly bro- 
kered the deal," the FDC said in a statement. 

‘Asked if Abalos’ alleged participation in 
the deal amounted to an election offense as 
described under the Omnibus Election 
Code, Sarmiento said the law covered all 
public officials 

“So it could refer to any one of us—the 
Chair, or any commissioner—or to any oth- 
er public official in other government agen- 
cles," he said. 

"The Omnibus Election Code, under Arti- 
cle 22, Section 261, Paragraph V, prohibits 
the release or disbursement or expenditure 
of public funds from government contracts. 

“We will study that. The law prohibits any 
release and disbursement of public funds, 
but we still have to study if the prohibition. 
also applies even if there was no release of 
funds," said Sarmiento, noting that nothing 
is categorical at the moment because the 
poll body has no sufficient data yet. 

"While the applicable provision in the Om- 
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nibus Election Code, and Comelec Resolution 
No. 7785, which fleshed out the provision, 
prohibited the release of public funds during 
an election period, they did not mention if a 
mere signing or a brokering of a contract was 
also a violation, according to Sarmiento. 

But he did not elaborate on whether this 
election offense, if eventually proven, 
could be an impeachable offense for the 
Comelec chair. 

"We leave that to Congress to study,” he 
said. 

‘Sarmiento said the poll body members 
were not yet fully apprised of the allega- 
tions against Abalos and were still monitor- 
ing the “unfolding drama.” 

"We are concerned because they are talking 
about the Comelec again. People have a bad 
perception of the Comelec again,” he sad. 

But he said the Comelec, under its rules, 
may conduct a preliminary investigation 
motu proprio (on its own initiative) or up- 
оп the filing of a case to find out if an elec- 
tion offense was committed. 


Meeting with Teves 

In the House of Representatives, Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves said he had met 
with ZTE Corp. executives twice—at his 
home in Ayala Alabang last year and at the 
Wack Wack Golf Club in Mandaluyong City 
a few months ago. 

On both occasions, Teves said, Abalos 
was present. 

Teves said that at the meeting last year, 
he discussed with ZTE officials a project in 
Mindanao. 

At the other meeting, the finance secre- 
tary said he discussed with ZTE executives 
the NBN contract. 

Оп the sidelines of the budget hearings 
at the House, Teves said the ZTE deal had 
yet to be perfected because the loan agree- 
ment had not been signed by the Philippine 
and Chinese governments. 

"What we have is a ... supply contract, 
which will not be executed without a loan 
agreement,” he said, 


ALLEGATIONS of “sexcapades” involving Commission on Elections Chair Benjamin. Abalos Sr. (i 
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have upset his son, Mandaluyong Mayor Benhur Abalos. 


From page Al 

conduct and of helping ZTE win 
the NBN contract in a privilege 
speech, which protects him from 
suit. 

The elder Abalos, a golf enthusi- 
ast, admitted last week that he ac- 
cepted free trips to China from ZTE 
officials, who had become his 
friends and golfing buddies. 

However, he said he did not bro- 
ker the NBN deal, saying he was not 
powerful enough to do that. 

The Comelec chair said the Chi- 
mese executives were probably 
compelled to provide him with gifts 
and free trips as he shouldered their. 
bills when they came to Manila and 
played at the Wack Wack Golf and 
Country Club. 

"The mayor said he was most hurt 
by the allegation that his father left 
his mother in Hong Kong for a tryst 


Trader to testify against Abalos 


From page Al 


Padilla also claimed that the Department of 
‘Transportation and Communications (DOTC) 
“discriminated against and deliberately re- 
fused to act on the proposal” of AHI. 

“ZTE yesterday said it did not enjoy undue 
advantage over AHI and Arescom in win- 
“ning the NBN contract. 

"Since March of this year, ZTE's partici- 
pation in the proposed NBN project has 
been subjected to malicious and unjustified 
attacks by other parties. We have been qui- 
et because we know these are all baseless 
accusations,” ZTE said in a statement. 

“The time has come, however, to let the pub- 
lic know the truth. There was complete trans- 
parency in the proposal, evaluation and ap- 
proval of ZTES application for the Philippines 
NBN contract, the Chinese company said. 

ZTE remained mum on allegations that it. 
bribed Philippine government officials to 
bag the contract. 


Last hurrah 

The businessman said De Venecia was hav- 
ing breakfast with Abalos and some of his 
friends at the Wack Wack Golf and Country 
Club in Mandaluyong City sometime in De- 
cember last year when the Comelec chair in- 
vited the Speaker's son to his private office at 
the golf club, of which Abalos is president. 

‘The businessman said this was what Aba- 
los told De Venecia: 

"Joey, this is my last hurrah. 1 have noth- 
ing to do after retire. I really want this con- 
tract. I'm willing to give you $10 million.” 
Abalos is due to retire in February 2008. 

‘The businessman said the bribe would 
come from the overprice of the ZTE deal. 


АН! and Arescom offers 

‘The businessman said De Venecia turned 
down the offer, insisting that his firm's offer 
was better because it does not require a 
sovereign guarantee. 

AHI offered $240 million, and Arescom, 
$130 million. 

‘The businessman said ZTE had proposed 
$262 million for the project, including $130 
million for the cost of the actual equipment. 

Upon Abalos’ suggestion, the ZTE con- 
tract was upgraded to $329 million, ac- 
cording to the source. 

‘The NBN project is one of the target ben- 
eficiaries of the $1.8-billion loan agree- 
ment between the Philippines and China. 

The Philippine government and the Chi- 
nese Export-Import Bank signed the deal 
without fanfare on Aug. 25 on the sidelines 
of the Asean Economic Ministers meeting at 
the Shangri-La Hotel in Makati. 

In response to Abalos’ concern about being 
jobless after his retirement, De Venecia of- 
fered him a seat on the AHI board or even to 
be its chair emeritus, according to the source. 

‘After De Venecia turned down Abalos offer, 
the Comelec chair asked the former to see him 
again in his Wack Wack office to convince him 
to give way, according to the source. 


Trip to Shenzen 
Apart from the six meetings in Wack Wack, 
Abalos invited De Venecia to join him in 
Shenzen, China, to meet with ZTE officials. 
De Venecia agreed, and met with Abalos 


and the ZTE officials in a hotel in Shenzen 
on Dec. 27 last year. 

‘The source said Abalos presented De Venecia. 
as"my partner and the son of the Speaker" 

De Venecia flew separately with Abalos, 
who went to Shenzen two days ahead. 


Most powerful man 

At the hotel meeting, the businessman said 
Abalos bragged before De Venecia and the 
ZTE officials that he could secure the contract 
because of his powers as chair of the Comelec. 

“TII be the most powerful man in the 
Philippines starting Jan. 15 because I'm the 
Comelec chair" the businessman quoted 
Abalos as saying. 

"The Comelec chair meant to say that no 
politician could challenge his decisions 
during the campaign period for the 2007 
midterm elections. 

Asked why De Venecia agreed to the 
Wack Wack and Shenzen meetings with 
Abalos, the businessman said it was in def- 
erence to the Comelec chait’s position. 


First proponent 

In the ZTE statement, sales director Zhang 
Shumin said the company was the first pro- 
ponent of the NBN project, contrary to allega- 
tions by competitors. 

He said ZTE submitted its original pro- 
posal to the CICT (Commission on Informa- 
tion and Telecommunications), the original 
shepherd of the NBN project, in April 2006. 

AHI claims to have started pitching its idea 
for NBN around this time before submitting a 
formal proposal in December 2006. 

“It (ZTE proposal) went through a six- 
month evaluation from CICT, Neda [Na- 
tional Economic and Development Authori- 
ty] had the proposal for six months as well, 
and for four months the papers were with 
the DOTC for evaluation and comparison to 
the other proposals which incidentally, 
were late in submission,” Shumin said. 


Most comprehensive 

For his part, Howard Xue, ZTE global mar- 
keting director, said the company offered the 
most comprehensive and responsive propos- 
al to help meet the Philippine government's 
ICT infrastructure requirements. 

Zue said the ZTE proposal would cover 
first- to sixth-class cities and municipalities 
all the way down to the barangay level. 

To bridge the digital divide and promote 
e-governance, the Philippine government 
needs network availability in remote areas 
with enterprise-quality communication, ac- 
cording to Xue. 

“This can never be achieved unless it 
builds and operates the system itself, be- 
cause private telecom operators do not pro- 
vide the required services to the (poorest) 
fifth- and sixth-class municipalities, and 
only partially to fourth-class municipalities 
since it is commercially unprofitable to op- 
erate in such areas," he said. 

Xue said ZTEs proposed NBN network 
would cater exclusively to the government, 
completely integrating all government com- 
munication infrastructures, “Clearly, our 
NBN has no intention of taking away the 
business from existing private telcos unlike 
the proposals of other companies," he said. 

Xue was alluding to АНГ proposal to of- 
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fer commercial telecom services 
while exclusively servicing the gov- 
ernment's telecom needs. 

САНГ proposal to fuse all land- 
line, cellular and Internet needs of 
the national and local offices covers 
first- and second-class municipali- 
ties. 

Arescom proposed connectivity 
up to the third-class municipalities 
using voice over Internet technolo- 
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Mother, age 45 
Former employee 
Full-time homemaker 
Part-time caterer 
Loves concerts, art 
exhibits, bazaars 


Both excellent in managing personal finances... 
Discovered it at age 25. 


Managing Personal Finances 


with Chinese women paid for by 
ZTE. 


Pissed off 

He said the claim, which ac- 
counted for about one-fourth of 
Bondocs column, was below the 
beltand uncalled for. 

“Pm not ‘plastic’ to say that I am 
not affected,” he said. "I saw my 
Dad distressed. And actually, I was 
angry when I heard about the sex- 
capades. It pissed me off," he sai 

‘The mayor also said the issue had 
driven a wedge between his family 
and the De Venecias. 

Mayor Abalos pointed out that if 
there was anyone who needed to be 
investigated, it should be the son of 
Speaker Jose de Venecia Jr, who 
questioned the NBN deal. 

Jose "Joey" de Venecia III is a co- 
founder of Amsterdam Holdings 
Inc., which offered an unsolicited 
bid for the NBN project but lost. 


Menchie and Gina 

‘The rift between the Abaloses 
and the De Venecias had affected 
other family members outside poli- 
tics, the mayor said. 

His wife Menchie and Gina de 
Venecia, the Speaker's wife, were 
"very close” as they were both 
members of the Inang Naulila sa 
‘Anak Foundation. 

‘The mayor said the controversy 
had strained the relationship of the 
two women. 

Both Menchie and Gina suffered 
from the untimely deaths of their 


Стр — 
ERSE 


for the Future 


ipf se 


Wen i 


mm 


in the background) 
sorts 


Young Abalos cries foul — 
over 'sexcapades' charge 


daughters and the foundation is 
helping them cope with the loss, ac- 
cording to Abalos. 


Mother taking it in stride 

The mayor said his mother Cora. 
has learned to take the controversy 
in stride. 

“When my mother learned about 
the sexcapade, she just smiled. If it 
were I, my wife would maul me. 
They know that I am capable and 
my Dad isn't capable," a chuckling 
Abalos said. "My father is a one- 
woman man," he said. 

The younger Abalos also raised 
doubts on the motives of Bondoc 
and Padilla, noting that Bondocs 
wife is a relative of the De Venecias 
and that Padilla is a protégé of the 
Speaker. 

He also noted that Iloilo Vice Gov. 
Rolex Suplico, a former congress- 
man, once served as counsel for 
Joey de Venecia. 

Suplico has asked the Supreme 
Court to stop the implementation of 
the NBN project. 

“One plus one plus one plus one 
equals four," he said. 

Contrary to reports, Abalos said it 
wasn't true that his father was an- 
gry and swore at Joey. 

If the Comelec chair had some- 
thing against the De Venecia family, 
he would have voted for the dis- 
qualification of the Speaker in the 
case filed against him before the 
May 14 elections, the mayor said. 

“This could have been done the 
other way around," he said. 


Father, age 52 
Former corporate. 
executive. 

Small business owner. 
Retired at age 50 
Loves golf, traveling, 
dining out 


October 5, 2007 


This one-day program will be headed 

by the country's premier financial expert 

MR. FRANCISCO J. COLAYCO, Ph.D., 

author of the three best-seller books, 

Wealth Within Your Reach: Pera Mo. Palaguin Mol, 
Making Your Money Work: Pera Mo, Palaguin Мо! 2, 
and Pera Palaguin Workbook. 


The ATENEO brand is your career advantage 


For details and registration, call Maricar Camorongan at 830.2039 or Marleth Calanog at 840.1742 — 
ite to cce-abib@aps.ateneo.edu. Visit and register ONLINE at www.cce.ateneo.edu. 
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Subic firm settles ой import taxes | 


By Tonette Orejas 
Inquirer Central Luzon 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT—AN OIL TRADING FIRM 
made a tax remittance of P30 million yesterday 
amid accusations by authorities that it failed to 


account for 127.5 millio 


diesel from October 2006 to June 2007. 


The Tri-Solid Movers Ser- 
vices Inc. has paid P19 million 
two weeks ago. Its payment yes- 
terday brought to P50 million 
the amount it settled with the 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Author- 
ity and the Bureau of Customs. 

SBMA Administrator Armand 
Arreza said he was "not aware” 
of the payments because the 
settlement procedure was un- 
derthe BoC. 

THi-Solid's independent cus- 
toms broker, Bernabe Anievas, 
remitted the P30 million pay- 
ment yesterday. 


Reconciliation 

Marietta Zamoranos, Subic 
customs collector, heads a task 
force auditing Tri-Solid's impor- 
tation and withdrawal transac- 
tions. She was in Manila when 
the payment was made. 

“The ongoing reconciliation 
between the SBMA estimates and 


Students 
lose cell 
phones to 
‘teacher’ 


LUCENA CITY—A VOLUNTEER 
teacher at the Lucena City Nation- 
al High School (LCNHS) is now 
wanted by authorities after he al- 
legedly tricked his students into 
submitting their personal belong- 
ings to him before disappearing 

А LCNHS faculty identified 
the con teacher as Bernabe 
Capiral who applied last month 
as a volunteer teacher and was 
assigned to teach English sub- 

jects in the 15: and 4th year 
classes. 

"He had with him complete 
documents like his educational 
requirements. The school even 
called up his alma mater for ver- 
ification. His school confirmed 
his graduation," said another 
teacher who requested 
anonymity as she was not au- 
thorized to speak on the matter. 

The informant said the new 
faculty member had impressed 
upon school authorities that he 
only wanted to earn some train- 
ing experience for a supposed 
job contract in Macau. 

“I even kidded him on how 
envious I was for his impending 
job abroad,” said the teacher. 

The source said that in one of 
Capiral's classes, he organized а 
photography project using mo- 
bile phone cameras and asked 
his students to borrow and 
bring phones the next day. 

After the project the next day, 
Capiral chose several high-end 
mobile phones from his stu- 
dents supposedly to have the 
pictures taken in their cameras 
developed in the city. He volun- 
tered to pay for the photo de- 
velopment, 

“He took photos of the class 
using all the mobile phones. He 
returned those with low resolu- 
tion,” said the teacher. 

‘The volunteer teacher even 
managed to bid goodbye to his 
fellow faculty members before 
he disappeared. 

“Не showed up at the faculty 
room and told us that his broth- 
er had just arrived and was wait- 
ing at the gate to hand him some 
snacks. He left but no longer re- 
turned," said the informant. 

All efforts to locate Capiral, 
including searching his rented 

house, proved futile, said the 
teacher. 

It was learned that aside from 
the four mobile phones, Capiral 
also borrowed one IPod and 
МРЗ units from his other stu- 
dents. Delfin T. Mallari Jr. In- 
quirer Southern Luzon 
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n liters of gasoline and 


the company's official reports was 
requested by Tri-Solid immediate- 
y after having been appraised by 
third party sources of accusations 
of oil smuggling being made 
against the company without the 
benefit of a formal audit,” a state- 
ment from Tri-Solid said. 


Tax exemption 

Earlier reports quoted SBMA of- 
ficials as citing Tr-Solid for viola- 
tions ofthe Ant-Smuggling Law af- 
terit had found the company guilty 
of selling imported duty-free diesel 
to unauthorized partes without 
‘SBMA tax exemption certificates. 

Dennis Пепо, Tri-Solid opera- 
tions manager, was quoted in 
the statement as asking Arreza 
to provide copies of the “sup- 
posed notices of (tax) default 
from his office.” 

The P30 million, the state- 
ment said, was part of an agree- 
ment reached between Tri-Solid 
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ACHECK FOR P29 million is submitted by Tri-Solid to the customs office in Subic Вау as payment for 
taxes that it was accused of not paying on time. 


and the Customs bureau. 

‘Arreza said if the firm was found 
to have committed fraud, the BoC 
should impose penalties as well. 

"Much of the petroleum prod- 
ucs were brought out without 
gate passes so it leads us to support. 
the suspicion that there might be 
fraud,” he told the INQuszs. 


“I want to see the system work. 
‘Those locators are ours. It would 
encourage other firms to do the 
same,” he said, referring to the an- 
tismuggling and import regulato- 
ту measures of the government. 
Eduardo Alifio, the person 
listed as president of Tri-Solid, 
did not answer the INQUIRER'S 


CoNTNAUTED PHOTO 


calls seeking confirmation on 
the settlement proceedings. 


Noanswer 

Jose Calimlim, who has con- 
trol of the SBMA’ seaport de- 
partment and the Task Force 
Subic, denied having any hand 
in the supposed oil smuggling. 


POWERFUL IMAGE 


This magnificent view reveals much more than the tourism potentials 
Mountain Province draws nourishment from the river. 


ofthe Chico River. The Losad Terraces of Sabangan town in 
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The only known case filed 
against the Tri-Solid was for fal 
sification of official and public 
documents and for fraudulent 
customs practice. Н 

The Presidential Anti-Smugy 
gling Group, formed by Presif 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo in May, 
filed the case on July 16. E 

Arreza said the “voluntary, 
payment made by Tri-Solid ig 
welcome as it indicates a willing; 
ness on the part of the company 
tosettle its tax obligations.” 4 

“But until the BoC completes 
its final assessment, it would be 
difficult to say whether the 
amount is sufficient or not," Ar- 
reza said. 


Audit report 

A July 18, 2007, report of the 
special audit mission created by 
Arreza and Customs Commis- 
sioner Napoleon Morales 
showed that Tri-Solid had an 
“undeclared volume” ої 
59,497,692 liters of gasoline 
and diesel. 

‘The audit team arrived at the 
figures by comparing the reports 
of the SBMA, BoC, Tri-Solid and 
Philippine Coastal Storage and 
Pipeline Corp., a company that 
leased the fuel tanks to Tri-Solid. 
The discrepancies appeared 
when the reports were validated. 


2 Moro rebs 
killed in 
clash with 
militiamen 


TACURONG CITY—TWO MORO 
Islamic Liberation Front (MILF 
rebels were killed while ге 
others were wounded in a clas! 
with militiamen in Datu Piang. 
Maguindanao on Sunday. 

Col. Danilo Garcia, соттан 
der of 604th Infantry Brigad 
told the Inguiner that militis 
men clashed with MILF rebels 
who allegedly entered the vil 
lage of Buayan without prior co 
ordination 

“They were enforcing Islam 
laws in the community. We arc 
not against that. But the manner 
they carry out does not conform 
in the terms of reference with our 
ceasefire agreement with them. 
They did not coordinate with our 
troops in the area,” Garcia said. 

“We filed a protest yesterday 
with our ceasefire committee, 
he added. Jeoffrey Maitem, In- 
quirer Mindanao 


Panlilio stands by 2 of his most trusted aides 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—IN 
an apparent bid to end an obsta- 
cle thrown his way by Vice Gov. 
Joseller Guiao and the provin- 
cial board, Pampanga Gov. Ed- 
die Panlilio has issued a memo- 
randum asserting the legality of 
the appointments of two of his 
most trusted assistants. 

In Memorandum Order No. 8, 
Panlilio, a Catholic priest, con- 
sidered Resolution No. 936 as 
“void and has no legal effect.” 

It was through that resolution 
that the provincial board officially 
‘made known its non-confirmation 
of lawyer Vivian Dabu as provincial 
administrator and lawyer Maria 
Elissa Velez as provincial legal offi- 
cer due to their being single parents 
and alleged lack of qualifications. 


Firm 
In the memorandum dated Aug. 
29, Panlilio stood pat on his deci- 
sion to retain Dabu and Velez, say- 
ing their appointments have been 
“confirmed by operation of law” 
He was referring to Section 
463 (4) of the Local Government 
Code that says the board has 15 
days to act on the appointments. 
He said this was “bolstered by 
the issuance of the legal opin- 
ions of the Civil Service Commis- 
sion and the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government.” 
“As stated by the DILG, once 
the appointments are confirmed, 
the appointments are already 
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PAMPANGA Gov. Eddie Panlilio is flanked by his two most trusted aides, lawyer Maria 
and Vivian Dabu (right) whose appointments are being opposed by Panlilio's vice governor and provincial 


board. 


complete, there is no more legal 
impediment for the appointees to 
represent and perform the duties 
and functions of their respective 
offices,” Panlilio said. 
More urgent matters 
“Resolution No. 936 being 
void does not bind anyone and 
at best just an expression of sen- 


a 


timent and issues by the Sang- 
guniang Panlalawigan produc- 
ing no legal effect,” he said. 

The memorandum was ad- 
éressed to "all department 
heads and employees, govern- 
ment agencies including private 
and government owned banks 
and other persons concerned." 

Panlilio said he was “tying to 


t 


issa Velez (left) 


TONETTE OREJASINQURER CENTRAL LUZON 


putto rest the conflict because Vice 
Gov. Yeng (Guiao) and the board 
members know that the realities of 
govemance and the needs of our 
Constituents are far greater and ur- 
gent than this matter” 

^I want us to move on. I am 
reiterating my appeal for them 
to trust my appointees because 
they do work hard and are as 


А 


committed as I am in 8084 gov- 
ernance,” Panlilio said 


Independent candidate 

Heran as an independent candi- 
date in the May 14 elections and is 
dealing now with a board dominat- 
ed by the Kabalikat ng Malayang 
Pilipino aligned with defeated gu- 
bernatorial candidate Lilia Pineda. 

In an Aug. 23 opinion, Josefina 
Castillo-Go, DILG Central Luzon 
director, said the appointments of 
Velez and Dabu were “already 
deemed confirmed by the opera- 
tion of Section 463 (d) of the Lo- 
cal Government Code of 1991 

But Go said those who wish 
to question the qualifications of 
the appointees “may still do so 
by raising the issue before the 
CSC or under exceptional cases, 
even before the proper court. 

CSC's Maria Cristina Gonza- 
les had advised Jesusa Goseco, 
the provincial human resource 
management officer, to issue a 
certification in lieu of the re- 
quired resolution. This was be- 
cause the “15-day reglamentary 
period for the (provincial 
board] has already lapsed. 

"The board has called all depart- 
ment heads and the managers of 
the provincial governments de- 
pository banks to attend its regu- 
Jar session today (Monday, Sept. 
3) to “discuss the non-confirma- 
tion” of Dabu and Velez. Tonerte 
Orejas, Inquirer Central Luzon 
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SWS: 58% of Pinoys think GMA ‘toying’ with Erap 


ByNorman Bordadora 


IS OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA A PO- 
litical pawn being toyed with by his successor, 
President Macapagal-Arroyo? Almost 60 percent 
of respondents from Metro Manila and nearby 
provinces believe so, an opposition-commissioned 
Social Weather Stations (SWS) survey showed. 
The oppositions confidential Jose Miguel Arroyo “enriched” 
Project Theodore showed 58 рег- themselves in power than those 
cent of 600 respondents from the who believe Estrada did so. 
National Capital Region, Bulacan, Тһе SWS said it undertook the 
Cavite, Laguna and Rizal agreed survey from July 18 to 20 and re- 
with the statement: “President leased all the pertinent results. It 
Macapagal-Arroyo is ‘toying’ with за the survey had a margin of 


BANGKO KABAYAN 
CELEBRATES 50th 
ANNIVERSARY 
WITH GCASH 


EXPANDING MICROFINANCE SERVICES 
THROUGH RBAP-MABS MOBILE PHONE BANKING 


former President Estrada.” error of plus or minus six percent, 
Microfinance Pacesetter “Twenty-four percent disagreed. “We all know that there is politi 
In 2001, Bangko Kabayan's management decided to embark in  Text-A-Withdrawal allows registered rural bank depositors to The respondents were sur- cal pressure being applied on the 
microfinance and join the network of rural banks participating withdraw their funds remotely - in effect creating hand-held veyed in the wake of reports justices of the Sandigabayan. Don't 
їп the United States Agency for Intemational Development АТМ. Depositors only need to send debit instructions to their that political pressure was be- ask me where I got that informa- 
{USAID)-supported, Rural Bankers Association of the bank branch via the GCash menu on their mobile phones. The ing applied on the justices of the боп but we all have our sources,” 
Philippines Microenterprise Access to Banking Services bank branch then sends the corresponding GCash value directly Sandiganbayan Special Divi- Osmefia told the Inguna. 
(MABS) Program. MABS provides training and technical to their mobile phone, which the depositor can use to pay bills. sion that tried Estrada for plun- “Ап acquittal (for Estrada) 
assistance to its participating rural banks to help them buy goods. send to relatives and friends, convert to prepaid der over the past six years. will make life worse for (Ms Ar- 
establish profitable and sustainable microfinance operations. airtime, or even pay their suppliers. ‘The antigraft court is expect- royo). She can't afford that to 
They in tum offer microfinance products to the still largely ed torendera decision on Estra- happen. People might say that if 
under served microenterprise sector. Меліка Wertan, a client of Bangko Kabayan's Calaca Branch for iu cue this ODE he was not guilty, why was he 
three years now, started using the Text-A-Withdrawal service ‘The Ingunen obtained a copy of removed in the first place? So I 
Six years after joining the MABS Program, Bangko Kabayan is shortly after it was launched in June 2007. Aling Мениа sells the survey commissioned by for- said let us see how the people 


now a microfinance pacesetter in the rural banking industry cellphone accessories and electronic load at her stall in the mer Sen, Sergio Osmefia M but ac- 
and one of outstanding MABS participating rural banks. The Balayan market. She beams when asked about the new 

bank serves the banking needs of communities in the  Text-A-Withdrawal service, "Di na koilangon pumunta ng Calaco 
Batangas province through ten branches - all offering рога makapag-withdraw, isang text lang, pinapadala no agad ng 
microloan products and has already disbursed more than bangko ang GCash sa akin - nogagamit ko agad!" ("With just one 
зоо microloans totaling more than 736 million pesos to text. | can already withdraw and use my cash. | don't need to 
more than 10,700 microborrowers, Like other banks, Bangko travel to the bank branch to make withdrawals.") 

Kabayan was exploring ways to continue to expand and serve 

its customers better, especially rural clients that lived far from Taking Bangko Kabayan to the Forefront of the Industry 

its branches. the bundle of new mobile phone banking services have 


feel about this,” Osmeña said. 
ceded to his proprietary rights as — Озтейа said the opposition 
towhat portions may be released. was releasing the results of the 
The InQuiRER reported Sun- survey piecemeal to make sure 
day that 48 percent of the re- each point raised was given due 
spondents in “Mega Manila” be- exposure. 
lieve Estrada should be given a “We will release the report in 
presidential pardon “immedi- its entirety soon to show the 
ately" if the Sandiganbayan people that we are not keeping 


effectively made the distance from the bank's branch to its QN See ny Ok DUNE му ун ос би UD fom 
Mobile Phone Banking Solution. clients obsolete. These applications streamline Bangko Kabayan Pie Unie! Opposition. on the then ew is 
otherhand,hascomeoutoverthe “(Those in the administration) 


Bangko Kabayan is one of the growing number of url banks operations and ofer effective nationwide cuteach as well as 
in the country offering mobile phone banking services that convenience and value то their cients 
йе the GCash platform to expand its outreach and offer 
mare convenient banking services forts customers. Using the Fortty ands Ganzon, President of SangkoKabayan this is just 
GCash platform, clients of rural banks who are Globe or TM the beginning. "The wide array of products that mobile phone 
subscribers ean tum their mobile phones into “virtual wallets” banking has offered wil put ra banks in the forefront of global 
and perform banking transactions by transfering funds banking. H will certainly lower the costs of microfinance 
through tert. These mobile services give cients more operations andit wil hasten and certainty improve the speed with 
affordable, secure, and convenient methods to make loan which we will be able to respond to our clients." 
payments, deposits and withdrawals. Cents & employees can 
also benefit from banks disbursing salaries, benefits and loans "It is our continuing thrust to provide cutting-edge yet more 
fhu Gash, accesible mobile banking solutions not опу to universal and 
Commercial bak customers but also to the under-banke sector 
Handheld Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) in the countryside. We have proven in our collaboration with our R les to E backers: 
Bong Kobe ione of he strud banks to offer the. mural bam. parem, especialy with Bangko Kabayan. that osales to Erap раскегѕ: 
new АВАР Text-A-Withdrawal service. Approved for rollout by m-commerce has the power to enrich lives and make financial > 
khe Bangko Sentral" ng Pilipinas im June 2007. products easier to use and more relevant to a wider range of Don’t take to street: 
кюре. Ти: шиме E тог опу ing te pres o he on t take to Streets 


GCash platform, it is also а way and 


weekend with press releases say- were actually the first ones who 
ingEstradaenjoyedamuch better came out with ads telling the 
trust rating than Ms Arroyo, and people to just accept the Sandi. 
that Estrada has been forgiven for ganbayan decision on Erap. I had 
any wrongdoing by 77 percent of to ask, what do the people think 
the SWS survey'srespondents. about these ads?” he said. 
Yesterday, the UNO media ^ Osmefia said he needed quick 
bureau released a story saying feedback on the matter and 
the SWS survey also showed this, he said, was one reason 
that more respondents believed why the survey was conducted 
Ms Arroyo and First Gentleman only in the Mega Manila area. 


By Beverly T. Natividad isang tao, sibilyan o namumuno, 

ay dapat siguro igalang natin 
MANILA ARCHBISHOP GAU- yun (For example, if I am a good 
dencio Cardinal Rosales has ap- person, is that proven in the 
pealed for sobriety from former streets or how I live my life? So 
President Joseph Estrada's sup- і we have a law that will inves- 
porters who are awaiting the tigate illegal acts of a person or 
Sandiganbayan's verdict in his official, then we should respect 
plunder case. it),” Rosales said. 

In an interview yesterday, Ros- Rosales said it was time Fil- 
ales reminded Erap supporters іріпоз obeyed the laws and not 
that the truth cannot be proven flock to the streets whenever 
Alt мй accep Г * in the streets, itis revealed in the they disagreed with a decision 
Jie phones and ot life and actions of a person. or policy 

“Halimbawa, kung ako ay Не asked the laity to remain 
табай, sa kalsada ba pinapatu- sober during these times since 
nayan yan osa mismong buhay? Estrada's plunder case was "be- 
Kaya kung meron tayong batas yond politics,” rather it was a 
na nagsisiyasat sa katiwalian ng case of morality. 
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It's plane and simple. 
Cebu Pacific is the No. 1 domestic airline. 


According to the Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) data, 
Cebu Pacific is the No. 1 domestic airline. 


Now, we aim to become 
the country's No. 1 airline to Asia. 


Cebu Pacific #2 Airline 


Market Share* 42% 40% $ 
at i 

Number of Domestic 3,980,340 3,814,565 j 
Passengers Flown* И 


"САВ Data July '06- June 07 
It's time everyone flies. Cebu Pacific. 


CEBU PACIFIC AIR.COM 
пена... | oa 
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Autopsy: 


Cops to probe link 
of alleged hazing, 


By Jeannette I. Andrade and Tina G. Santos 


THE FINDINGS OF AN AUTOPSY CONDUC- 
ted by the Quezon City police on the body of 
University of the Philippines student Cris An- 
thony Mendez yesterday bolstered suspicions 
that he was a victim of hazing. 

According to the Quezon City Police District 
Crime Laboratory report, Mendez suffered 
“traumatic injuries on the upper and lower ex- 
ttemities" as characterized by bruises on his 
body—a sign of heavy beating. 

‘The autopsy findings also showed that 
the victim had “contused lungs” or bruises 
in his lungs, proof that he was hit hard on 
the chest or on the back. 

‘According to a doctor asked by the Ingun 
to interpret the results, the bruises in the lungs 
‘could have been caused by respiratory distress 
in which a personis ribs were fractured due to 
a heavy blow to the chest. The ribs could have 
hit the lungs, causing the bruising, the doctor, 
who asked for anonymity, said. 

He added that the bruises in the lungs 
could also have been caused by blows to the 
chest or back which would have placed 
pressure on the lungs. 

"The beating could have caused a blood 
clot to travel and ultimately rupture blood 
‘vessel, which could have directly caused 
the victim's death,” the doctor said. 

Meanwhile, police investigators said 
they had confirmed а report that a house in 
Quezon City was used by a fraternity for its 
initiation rites on Aug. 25 and 26. 

Chief Insp. Lino Banaag of the Quezon 
Gity Police District Criminal Investigation 


Miriam to push for abolition 
of fraternities, sororities 


By 


A RESOLUTION WAS FILED IN THE SENATE 
yesterday calling for an investigation into the. 
death of University of the Philippines student. 
Cris Anthony Mendez, allegedly a victim of 
hazing. 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago, who 
filed Senate Resolution No. 112, said the 
findings would be used to beef up the Anti- 
Hazing Law or Republic Act No. 8049 
which according to her, has proven to be 
useless in preventing hazing deaths. 

She also said that she would push for the 
abolition of all fraternities and sororities. 

Santiago was joined by Sen. Juan Ponce 
Enrile, a member of the Sigma Rho fraterni- 
tyatthe UP Diliman-based fraternity, which 
is believed to be involved in Mendez’s 
death. 

"My fraternity is becoming a trainer of 
thugs and killers. A fraternity is a fraternity 
of people who embrace the profession of 
law. We should follow the law instead of vi- 
olating it," Enrile said. 

“Iam so furious. I am going to fight for a 
bill to abolish fraternities and sororities,” 
Santiago said. She noted that while the UP. 
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REAL ESTATE SEMINAR & REVIEW 
In preparation for the 
Real Estate Broker's Licensure Exam !! 
Choose from any sections below !! Time: 1:15 to 6:45 PM 
Mons : Max's Rest. Glorietta 2 Mkti Oct 1,8, 15,22, Nov 5 & 12 
Thurs: Max's Rest. Gateway, Cubao QC-Oct |, 18, 25, Nov8 & 15. 
Sats: Max's Rest. Glorietta 2 Mkti-Sept 29, Oct 6, 13, 20, 27 & Nov 10 
Still with evening section - 6:00 to 10:00 PM 
Tues: Max's Rest. Glorietta 2 Mkti-Sept25, Oct 2,9, 16,23,Nov 6, 13 & 20 
For more details, call 681-0928 or 796-8019 Or simply text your fax 
ma. or етай address to CP# 0916-426-9174 or 0921-683-9431 
or email: urbanet@pacific.net.ph or urbanet.ph@gmail.com 
URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE 
“home of topnotchers & successful brokers” 


it 277 374 4": 6% 7% 9% 10% placers and more than 86% 
passing rate in the last May 07 broker's board exam! 


Editor Ester G. Dipasupil 
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‘Heavy beating’ 


between venue 
UP stude’s death 


and Detection Unit told the Inquirer that 
the confirmation came from witnesses. 

“A witness told us they heard someone being 
mauled inside the house on Sunday night 
(Aug. 26) and that it seemed that the person 
they were beating up had apparently been sin- 
gled out by the group,” the official said. 

Banaag did not give the house's exact loca- 
tion to avoid affecting their investigation and 
follow-up operations. He only said that it was 
located in Barangay Pasong Tamo, Pingkian. 

He added, however, that they were still try- 
ing to determine the connection between 
their information and Mendez’s death. 

The victim was brought on Aug. 27 to the 
Veterans Memorial Medical Center in Que- 
zon City a few minutes past 1 a.m. 

An official of the National Bureau of Inves- 
tigation said they would summon for ques- 
tioning Dr Francisco Cruz Jr, the assistant 
chief of the VMMC ophthalmology depart- 
ment who took Mendez to the hospital; Do- 
lores Geronimo, VMMC administrative offi- 
cer; Dr. Daphne Gascon, one of the hospital's 
doctors and Jonathan Garduce, the security 
guard on duty when the victim was brought to 
the VMMC. 

Lawyer Romulo Asis, chief of the NBI An- 
titerrorism Division, said they have issued 
subpoenas to at least seven people whom 
they believe could provide vital informa- 

tion on their investigation of the incident. 

‘Also subpoenaed was Ariel Paolo Ante, the 
National College of Public Administration and. 
Governance student council chair and Sigma 
Rho member who was reportedly the last рег- 
son seen with Mendez when he was still alive. 


E-mail: pr. metroGinquirer.com.ph 


Step Up in life with the only housing loan that adjusts 
your monthly amortization to your earning capacity. 


With fixed payments that you can afford right now, 
there's no reason to wait for your dreany home. 
Introducing 
y Savings Bank's Step UP Housing Loan 


BPI Fam 


has instituted measures to discourage haz- We offer you affordable amortization plans with fixed loan payments for 15 and 20-year terms, 
ing, such as the automatic expulsion of a 
fraternity member involved in any activity 


that has led to the death or serious injury of 


Loan Term : 20 Years 


Loan Term: 15 Years 


a student, these are not enough. Amount Payment Schedule Amount Payment Schedule 
“Lam going to ask for the definite aboli- P 8,000 first 2 years P 8,000 first 2 years 

tion of all fraternities and sororities, and 1 РИ 2 P 9,800 2 

challenge any student leader to debate me 400 Beata years мн т Ери 

on this point. This new law will bind all аса- Р 13,600 Remaining 11 years Р 12,500 Remaining 16 years 


demic institutions and the proper student 
regulations will be issued by the president 
or the dean," Santiago added. 


* Computation based on а P1,000,000 loan amount on a fixed 2U-year term 


For more information, call 845-6888, 754-6747, 754-6582, 754-6557 or 89-100. 
Text HOUSING<space>name<space>message and send to 0917-8910000 or 0918-8910000. 
Log on to bpiexpressonline.com or visit any ВРІ, ВРІ Family Savings Bank 
or Express Banking Center near you. 


THE INTEGRATED Bar of the Philippines, 
whose main office is at Ortigas Center in 
Pasig City, is the official organization of 
all lawyers listed in the Roll of Attorneys 
of the Supreme Court. It currently has 
about 40,000 members. 

Lawyers who do not join the IBP are re- 
moved from the Roll of Attorneys, thus los- 
ing the privilege to practice law in the coun- 
try. СИ. Bonabente, Inquirer Research 


Initially available in Metro Manila and soon in the provinces. 


Builds: Dream 


HOUSING LOAN 


a 
BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
Al Get started or tomorrow 


qm 
| 
| 
| 
{ rrr TEE 
Н 
E 
= 
ng DODANA DON ] 


А] 


By Nancy C. Carvajal. 


IT TOOK FIREFIGHTERS AT 
least three hours to put out a 
fire that broke out yesterday in 
a Caloocan City warehouse con- 
taining fuel and chemicals used 
in making plastic ware. 

Chief Insp. Juan Reyes, the 
city fire marshal, said the fire 
started at 6:15 a.m. atthe Araya 


By Kristine Alave and Tina Santos 


SMOKERS ARE NOW NOT 
‘welcome in Pasig City after the 
local government prohibited 
lighting up in enclosed public 
spaces as part of its campaign to 
transform the city into one of 
the greenest in the country. 

In yesterday's launch of Pasig 
Green City, Mayor Robert Euse- 
bio enumerated his administra- 
tion's plans to raise the quality 
of life in the city by making it 


HOW POWERFUL AND INFLU- 
ential is El Shaddai head Mari- 

ano “Mike” Z. Velarde with the 

government? 

That question can be an- 
swered with the record fast- 
track approval of the sale of 
251,764 square meters of con- 
tiguous lots owned by the reli- 
gious leader who founded the 
Catholic charismatic group. 

On March 30, 1999, Velarde, 
through his company, Amvel 
lend Development Corp., pro- 
posed to sell the property to the 
government at P1.227 billion. 

On the same day, March 30, 
1999, a deed of sale was execut- 
ed between Amvel and the gov- 
ernment. 

Also on the same day, the deed 
of sale reached Malacañang. 

Still on the Same day, March 
30, 1999, the Office-oftthe Presi- 


Land warehouse on Gen. Luis 
Street in Bagbaguin. 

Tt was placed under control at 
7:40 p.m., but it took at least 
two hours more before it was fi- 
nally under control. 

Reyes said there was ап un- 
determined number of drums 
containing fuel inside the ware- 
house owned by Alexander Ven- 
tura. 


more environment-friendly. 

For one, Eusebio said the city 
government would crack down 
оп smokers in public spaces 
such as malls, restaurants, ter- 
minals and bars as part of their 
program to lessen pollution in 
the city and make the air safe 
forall. 

"The mayor has deputized 100 
"Green — Police"—volunteers 
tasked to report to the city gov- 
ernment violators of local and 
national environment laws. 


dent approved the sale. 

Tien President Erap person- 
ally ordered the Toll Regulatory 
Board to immediately proceed 
with the acquisition of the prof- 
fered property. 

On April 5, 1999, exactly six 
days after the deed of sale, the 
Public Estate Authority (PEA) paid 
Velarde P600 million, representing 
50 percent of the P1.227 billion. 

The property was fully paid 
for on April 29, 1999. 

Velarde's property, which had 
a market value of P4,500 per 
Square meter at that time, was 
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"The warehouse was being 
used аз a repacking depot for fu- 
el and for manufacturing. Fire- 
men had to use foam instead of 
water to combat the fire because 
of the presence of chemicals in- 
side the warehouse, 

“Our station lacked the 
foam needed and we had to 
ask for help from other fire- 
fighters to allow us to use 


"Even smoking in public 
places will be banned. But for 
now, since we have just intro- 
duced this project, we are in the 
information campaign stage so 
violators will just get a warning. 
After this, the Green Police can 
start apprehending them," he 
said. 

In Manila, Mayor Alfredo Lim 
yesterday imposed a ban on the 
smoking and the sale of 
cigarettes at City Hall. 

‘According to him, it was time 


sold to the government at 
P15,335 per square meter. That's 
an increase of 240.77 percent! 
Where is the property located? 
It is within Barangay San 
Dionisio, Paraiiaque City, off Ni- 
noy Aquino Avenue and Dr. A. 
Santos Avenue. [25 in the interi- 
orportion of the main streets. 
Per Department of Finance Or- 
der No. 16-98, pieces of property 
оп Dr. А. Santos Avenue in the 
vicinity of Barangay San Dionisio 
have a zonal value of P4,500. 
The order does not mention 
the interior lots in the vicinity of 
Barangay San Dionisio, the lo- 
cation of the concerned proper- 
ty It is common knowledge that 
the lots in the interior portions 
have a much lower price. 
Now, why did the govern- 
ment buy the property at a 
much „higher price than the 


their stock,” he said. 

Firefighters from other cities 
in Metro Manila also rushed to 
the scene to prevent the fire 
from spreading to other facto- 

ies and houses near the burn- 
ing warehouse. 

No one was reported hurt 
during the incident and Reyes 
estimated the damage to prop- 
ertyat around PS million. 


‘Green police’ to crack down on Pasig smokers 


for City Hall to become smoke- 
free to help promote wellness 
among employees and visitors. 

Lim said that eventually, a 
citywide ban on smoking in 
public places, including restau- 
rants and public utility vehicles, 
would be imposed. 

"We have to be a role model 
for other cities and show them 
that we are serious in pursu- 
ing our campaign to make 
Manila a smoke-free city,” he 
added. 


Selling ‘overpriced’ property to government 


market value? 

The answer is simple: It was 
owned by Mike Velarde. 

While retired government 
employees are having a hard 
time getting a pension, Velarde 
allegedly gets money easily from 
the cash-strapped government. 

Friends of Manila Regional 
‘Trial Court Judge Antonio Euge- 
nio, who is running for election 
as president of the RTC Judges 
Association of the Philippines, 
asked me if it was him I alluded 
to in Saturday's column. 

І said that a Manila RTC 
judge issued search warrants 
50 he could have part of the 
goods confiscated by corrupt 
police and NBI agents. 

No, it's not Eugenio. It’s anoth- 
er judge whom I will later identi- 
fy when Ihave enough evidence. 
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Chemicals warehouse destroyed in Caloocan City fire 


METRoBRIEFS 


Suspected car thieves killed in shootout 

TWO MEN allegedly caught in the act of stealing a parked car were killed 
ina shootout with policemen yesterday In Quezon City. Operatives of 
‘the Quezon City Police District Criminal Investigation and Detection Unit 
led by Insp. Roberto Razon were on patrol when they saw the two men 
at around 3 a.m. near the corner of Scout Limbaga and Scout Rallos 
streets in Kamuning. The suspects, who the police said, were trying to 
force open the door of a Toyota Vios, fired on the lawmen who accosted 
them, The police fired back, killing the two who remained unidentified at 
press time. One was described as being between 25 and 30 years old, 
5/6" tall, slim, fair-skinned, and clad їп а green T-shirt worn over dark 
‘green denim pants. The other was between 30 and 35 years old, 5'6" 
tall, slim and fair-skinned and clad in a gray T-shirt and dark denim 
pants. Jeannette |. Andrade 


Cop in trouble for firing at another cop 

АМ OFFICER of the Philippine National Police Crime Laboratory is in hot 
water for allegedly firing shots at another policeman after he rammed 
his vehicle into the center island of a street in Makati City yesterday. 
Chief Insp. Elizardo Daileg, 35, was arrested for indiscriminate firing, 
among other possible charges, when he allegedly fired at SPO4 Oneci- 
mo Ricote of the Makati traffic enforcement unit. Based оп the investi- 
gation, Daileg, who was aboard a Toyota wagon (plate number WTA 
316), hit the center island on Kalayaan Avenue near the pedestrian over- 
pass in Cembo at past 2 a.m. Investigators said the suspect then got in- 
to an altercation with residents in the area, prompting them to call the 
police. When Ricote appeared to interview barangay watchmen about 
the incident, an angry Daileg allegedly accosted him, brandishing a .45 
cal. pistol, investigators said, Ricote tried to pacify Daileg and intro- 
duced himself as a policeman, but the suspect suddenly fired shots in 
Ricote's direction, forcing the latter to seek cover behind his service ve- 
hicle, the police said. More policemen who responded to the alert 
promptly disarmed the suspect and took him to the Police Community 
Precinct 7. But Senior Insp. Gilbert Loteria, chief of the station traffic 
‘enforcement unit, said Dalleg told him he was just defending himself 
and the shots he fired were just warning shots. DJ Yap 


Fake Louis Vuitton products seized 

THE NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation has seized P1.4 million worth of 
fake Louis Vuitton products during raids conducted on several estab- 
lishments in Manila over the weekend. Regional Director Elfren Mene- 
вез, chief of the NBI Intellectual Property Rights Division, said his men 
raided the stalls of Yellow Feathers Enterprises at the New Divisoria 
Mall, and its warehouses at Kings Plaza Building and SC Choy Building 
on Juan Luna Street, Tondo. Seized were 2,259 assorted counterfeit 
products, including bags and wallets, bearing the Louis. ‘Vuitton trade- 
mark, Tina 6. Santos 


Quirino High School Class 1967 grand reunion 
MEMBERS of the Quirino High School Class 1967 are invited to a grand 
reunion on Sept. 16, 4 p.m. at Club Filipino, Greenhills, San Juan City. 
Batch members will be treated to dinner, raffle prizes and a chance to 
revive the good old days. Please call Arthur Santos at 3765485 and Alex 
Clavo at 0918-2896243 for more information. 
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Philippine Daily Inquirer's Job Fair 
September 3 to 5, 2007 at the Activity Center 
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Sounds of Greenbelt featuring: Bloomfields 
‘September 6, 2007 at the Greenbelt 3 Park 
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Lactum Mall Show 
September 8 & 9, 2007 at the Activity Center 


Repertory Philippines presents Disney's CINDERELLA Kids | 
— atREP's Globe Theater - Opens August 11, 2007 


Antiquefios: Homage to my Kasimanwas 
August 28 to September 10, 2007 
157-7117 to 21 loc, 14 or email museum_jnquity@ayalamuseum.org 


Samsung Exhibit. 
An exhibit of the latest Samsung mobile phones 
September 14 to 16; 10am to 9 pm; Starbucks / Food 
Choices Level 2 


Time for a slice of comedy with great taste. 


Panis | 


| RATATOUILLE. 


P 


Collect all Fans and bag tags! 
1.BAG TAG AND 1 FAN 


FOR EVERY P300 NEW OR RELOAD POWERCARD PURCHASE 


2 BAG TAGS AND 3 FANS 


бой tvm PSSO NEW OR RELOAD POWERCARD PURCHASE 


Promo extended until Sentember 15, 2007! 


[2 
САКАН d AS 
REENBELT ¢ ое n 

e assum PA YALA CENTER Ў 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2007 


TOKYO—JAPAN'S FARM MINISTER 
resigned Monday over a scandal, 
dealing a fresh blow to Prime Minis- 
ter Shinzo Abe just a week after he 
reshuffled his cabinet in the hope of 
cleaning up the government's image. 
Ending the shortest tenure in memory 
for a Japanese minister, Takehiko Endo 
submitted his resignation amid threats 
by an emboldened opposition to raise 
his financial wrongdoing in parliament. 
Endo took office exactly a week ago 
ina reshuffle by Abe, who had begun to 
see.his governments approval ratings 
rebound after a stinging election rebuke 
following a raft of earlier scandals. 
“apologize that I could not meet the 
expectations of Prime Minister Abe, who 
had tried to renew public sentiment to 
pursue reforms," Endo told reporters. 
‘Abe said he felt responsible for 
choosing Endo but repeated that he 
would stay in his job. 


“| am entirely responsible for the 
appointment,” Abe said, “Although it 
was a disappointing outcome, I want 
to carry out my responsibilities by 
making the utmost efforts to prevent 
any delays in farming policy” 

But adding to Abe's embarrass- 
ment, the new vice foreign minister, 
Yukiko Sakamoto, also said she 
would quit over duplicating receipts 
reported by an office of the ruling Lib- 
eral Democratic Party (LDP). 

“The LDP is going to collapse un- 
ess we don’t act urgently to rehabili- 
tate ourselves,” ruling party lawmak- 
er Masazumi Gotoda said. 

Endo, 68, a veteran lawmaker with 
a distinctive bald head, admitted a 
group he heads to help farmers in his 
district padded its membership to get 
extra government help in 1999. 

Separately, he said his campaign 
office accepted a small prohibited do- 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


nation from a farming cooperative. 

Не becomes the fifth minister to quit 
the cabinet, other than in the reshuffle, 
since Abe took office nearly a year ago. 

Abe has had particularly bad luck 
with farm ministers, with one com- 
mitting suicide under a cloud of cor- 
ruption allegations and a second one 
embroiled in scandals that contribut- 
ed to the election defeat. 

The center-left opposition, with 
backing from farmers who were long 
a steadfast LDP base, seized control of 
the upper house in July elections for 
the first time since the conservative 
ruling party was founded in 1955. 

‘The opposition had threatened a 
symbolic censure motion against Endo. 

Yukio Hatoyama, a senior leader of 
the main opposition Democratic Par- 
ty, warned that the upper house may 
now take up a censure motion against 
the premier himself. 


TheNVORLD Т 
Japan's farm minister quits in new blow for Ab 
p 


"The issue arises of his responsibi 
ty as he picked a person he shouldn't 
have," Hatoyama said of Abe. “In the 
upper house, we want to consider the 
issue of a censure motion against the 
prime minister.” 

‘Abe had hoped to focus on other 
legislative priorities. 

‘He is struggling to persuade the op- 
position to drop objections to extend- 
ing a controversial Indian Ocean 
naval mission backing US-led forces 
in Afghanistan. 

‘Abe had stacked his new cabinet with 
political veterans in hopes of avoiding 
the scandals of his first government. 

With a high-profile resignation so 
soon, Takayoshi Shibata, professor 
emeritus at Tokyo Keizai University, 
predicted that pressure would grow 
for Abe to call a general election. 

“The string of incidents is really 
staggering,” he said. AFP 


ENDO announcing his resignation on Sept. 3 
after he was linked to a farm corruption 
scandal. палыз 


S. Korea tells 
ex-hostages 


to pay up 


SEQUL—SOUTH KOREA MONDAY TOLD 
19 former hostages to pay some of the costs 
of their rescue from Afghanistan's Taliban, 
amid ‘increasing criticism of the ill-fated 
trip by the Christian aid workers. 

President Roh Moo-Hyun “instructed his 
cabinet to exercise the governments in- 
demnity right on strictly legal grounds," 
said his spokesperson Cheon Ho-Seon. 

Cheon has said the government will re- 
coup expenses including air fares and the 
cost of bringing back the bodies of two mur- 
dered hostages. 

Yü Kyeong-Sik, spokesperson for the group 
of former captives, apologized repeatedly оп 
their arrival in Seoul Sunday. “We owe the 
country and the people a great debt," he said. 

The church group undertook the trip in 
defiance of foreign ministry warnings. Be- 
fore departure it was pictured posing with 
an airport notice warning against travel to 
the Central Asian nation, 

“By ignoring the government’s warning 
and rashly carrying out a mission in a poli 
cally unstable Muslim country, the captives 
have laid a great burden on their country" 
JoongAng Но newspaper said. 

“By violating international principles and 
directly negotiating with a terrorist group, 
our country has invited censure from other 
countries. Korean churches cannot escape 
the scathing criticism that their aggressive 
missionary work put the lives of several in- 
nocent young people in dire jeopardy.” 

The group was freed after Seoul government 
negotiators reached a deal with the Taliban. 
"They have been taken to Sam Anyang General 
Hospital south of the capital for checks. 

“Most patients are in stable condition 
and have no serious health problems," a 
hospital official said. AFP 


Ahmadinejad 
has ‘ргооР US 
won't attack 


TEHRAN-—PRESIDENT MAHMOUD 
Ahmadinejad has sought to justify his confi- 
dence the United States will not attack Iran, 
saying the proof comes from his mathemat- 
ical skills as an engineer and his faith in 
God, the press reported on Monday. 

‘Ahmadinejad told academies in a speech 
that elements inside 
Iran were pressing 
for compromise in 
the nuclear standoff 
with the West over 
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transport engineering and planning from 
Tehran's Science and Technology University 
and is the author several of scientific papers. 
The deeply religious president said his sec- 
ond reason was: "I believe in what God says." 
“God says those who walk in the path of 
righteousness will be victorious, What rea- 
son can you have for believing God will not 
keep this promise?" 
fashington has never ruled out taking 
military action against Tehran. AFP 
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UK troops begin Iraq pullout 


BASRA, IRAQ—BRITISH TROOPS QUIT THE SOUTHERN 
Iraqi city of Basra on Monday, an Iraqi general said, leaving 
the oil hub without British forces for the first time since the 
US-led invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein in 2003. 


The pullout of 500 soldiers from 
their base at Basra Palace, built for 
Saddam and bombarded daily by 
mortar and rocket fire, is another step 
towards handing over Basra province 
to Iraqi control and an eventual with- 
drawal of British forces from Iraq. 

Monday's withdrawal will lead го а 
cut in British soldiers in Iraq to about 
5,000—all based at a vast British air 
base, also attacked daily, on the out- 
skirts of the city. 

Major-General Mohan al-Firaiji, 
commander of Iraqi security opera- 
tions in Basra, told reporters the pull- 
‘out was completed just before dawn. 


Residents said they saw armored ve- 
hicles leaving the palace in the early 
hours of Monday. Helicopters also took 
off and landed during the night. On 
Monday, Iraqi soldiers were on guard 
outside the main gate into the palace. 
Ina statement, the British Ministry 
of Defense said handing over the 
palace “has long been our intention.” 
It said British forces would retain 
overall security responsibility for Bas- 
та until the hand over to provincial 


ficials in Iraq present pivotal reports 
to Congress on the country's security 
and political situation, 

The testimony on Sept. 10 by US 
commander, General David Petraeus, 
and Ambassador Ryan Crocker, could 
influence future White House policy 
on the more than 4-year-old war. 

The withdrawal also comes amid re- 
criminations between former US and 
British generals over the Iraq conflict. 

Britain’s foreign and defense minis- 
ters published an editorial in а US 
newspaper last, week defending 
Britain's role in the face of suggestions 
in US media that British forces had 
failed in Basra and were set to flee. 

‘The British forces reject criticism, 


and their withdrawal from Basra 
Palace signals their defeat. 

Basra has witnessed a turf war be- 
tween rival Shiite groups, including 
supporters of fiery cleric Moqtada al- 
Sadr, the Supreme Iraqi Islamic Coun- 
cil and smaller Fadhila party, mainly 
for political supremacy and control of 
illegal oil traffic. 

While residents say there is now а 
fragile calm between the groups, 
there are fears the British withdrawal 
will be accompanied by an upsurge in 
factional violence. 

Britain has handed over three other 
provinces in southern Iraq to Iraqi au- 
thorities amid a surge in attacks 
have claimed the lives of 41 British 


| 


кле 


Iraqi control, expected towards the 
end of the year. 


US President George W. Bush's top of- 


‘The pullout comes a week before 


by military analysts and some anony- 
mous US officials, that they have al- 
lowed Iraq's gateway to the Gulf to 
fall into the hands of Shiite militias 


soldiers this year—the highest num- 
ber of casualties suffered by the 
British since the first year of the war. 

Reuters 


Bangladesh ex-PM Khaleda Zia, son arrested 


DHAKA—BANGLADESH AR- 
rested and refused bail for for- 
mer leader Begum Khaleda Zia 
оп Monday, witnesses and offi- 
cials said. 

Her younger son Arafat Rah- 
man was also detained at the 
some time. A Dhaka magistrates 
court remanded him to police cus- 
тоду for a week for interrogation. 

Security forces arrested Khale- 
da, the country’s most recent 
prime minister, at her home. Her 
lawyers prayed for bail, which 
the same court rejected. She was 
then moved to a special jail in the 
capital, court officials said. 

Hundreds of army-led security 
forces had surrounded Khaleda's 
home in the city’s army barracks 
since Sunday midnight and she 
‘was detained at about 7:30 a.m. 

Khaleda was later produced in 
court under heavy police protec- 
tion. From there she was moved in 
a building turned into a special ай, 
near the parliament building and 
beside another special jail where 
another former prime minister 
Sheikh Hasina, is now housed. 

The arrest of Khaleda and 
‘Arafat came after police said they 
recorded а coruption case 
against the ex prime minister, her 
son and 11 others late on Sunday. 

‘The Anti-Corruption Commis- 
sion accused Khaleda of illegally 
influencing the selection of an 
operator for two state-run con- 
tainer depots at the country’s 
main Chittagong port in 2003, 
during her second term in power. 

Arafat had allegedly infu- 
enced his mother to select the op- 
erator of his choice, police said. 

It was the first case filed 
against Khaleda Zia by the Anti- 
Corruption Commission, which 
has already brought multiple 


also 


Obsessed with records: Trying to stand out among a billion people 


By Sam Dolnick. 


NEW DELHI—RADHAKANT BAJPAI 
did it by growing his ear hair more 
than 12.5 cm (five inches) long. 

Vadivelu Karunakaren did it by skip- 
ping 16 km in $8 minutes. 

‘Arvind Morarbhai Pandya did it by 
running 1,500 km backward in 26 days 
and seven hours. 

India is a land obsessed with su- 
perlatives, especially the kind that вес 
you into the Guinness World Records 
book. Here, a Guinness record is the 
stuff of national headlines. 

"Orissa man claims a record for 
cracking open 72 coconuts by elbow!” 
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OUSTED Thailand’s Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, (second 


from left), with his wife, Pojaman (right). 


charges of extortion and cor- 
ruption against Hasina. 

Khaleda’s rival has been in 
jail since she was detained in 
July for alleged extortion. Hasi- 
па? trial has not started. 

Hundreds of Khaleda’s sup- 
porters thronged the court build- 
ing, making it difficult for police 
to lead her inside, witnesses said. 

“Madam, we are with you,” 
chanted het supporters, as Khale- 
da, wearing an off-white silk sari, 
waved and smiled at them. 

“She was cool and showed no 
sign of anxiety,” one witness 
told Reuters. “She looked brave 
and composed as ever.” 

Khaleda's lawyer Masud Ahmed 
Talukdar said “the charges were 
mot clear It said Khaleda influ- 
enced the selection of a firm with 
the motive to eam illegal money.” 

The US embassy in Dhaka 
said it was aware of Khaleda's 
arrest and that “all individuals 
should be treated fairly and re- 
ceive the full range of their legal 
and constitutional rights.” 

Khaleda's elder son and politi- 
cal heir Tareque Rahman was 
detained in March by security 
forces as part of an anticorrup- 
tion drive launched by the army- 
backed 
which took charge in January. 

More than 170 other senior 
political figures have also been 
detained. 

Bangladesh has been under a 
state of emergency since Jan- 
wary, which banned political ac- 
tivity and protests by political 
parties or any other groups, and 

cancelled 
planned for Jan. 22. 

Khaleda stepped down in Oc- 
tober at the end of her five-year. 
term. 


interim government, 


an election 


Reuters 


FORMER prime minister of Bangladesh Khaleda Zia (center) waves as she leaves the chief 
magistrate court following her arrest in Dhaka, on Sept. 3. 
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ABRITISH soldier during a patrol in Basra. 
After four-and-a-half inconclusive years of 
fighting, British forces during the night 
slipped out of their last base in Basra. 
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Volunteering 
Jor duty in Iraq 
to pay off the bills 


NICK SLOAN WAS $68,021.35 IN DEBT 
earlier this year when he decided he need- 
ed a change. Sloan, 26, is a captain in the 
Air Force, and he was stationed in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. 

Looking at his financial life, he saw only 
a series of bad decisions. 

So he made what he calls а "radical" 
break: He volunteered to go to Iraq. In May 
hearrived for duty in Baghdad. 

“1сате to the realization that I was so far 
over my head, I had to do something drastic 
to increase my cash flow,” Sloan said by 
telephone from the Green Zone, where he 
now receives extra pay and has minimal liv- 
ing expenses. "Iraq did that." 

In a nation swimming in debt—prime, 
subprime, adjustable, student, рау- 
day—debt reduction is coming to resemble 
dieting, a province of gimmicks, good sense, 
talk radio and endlessly resourceful schem- 
ing. Though there is as yet по South Beach 
Debt-Loss Plan, for Sloan, there is Iraq. 

"T hate to make it seem like I'm here just 
for money, because it's not true,” he said, 
"There's many worthy things about being 
here. But if I can use this to my advantage, 1 
definitely should.” 

Since arriving in Baghdad, he has gotten 
his debt below $4,000. 

“Туе met people who've gone on to one or 
more tours just to get out of debt, with jobs 
much more dangerous than mine,” Sloan 
said. "One soldier in Afghanistan said, 
"Thats why I'm here, to get out of debt.” 

Financial counselors who work with mil- 
itary families say that this solution—volun- 
tering for deployment to get out of 
debt—is rare, but that debt is a problem in 
the armed services, as itis in the country at 
large. In 2005, military charities for all 

branches of service provided $87,332,758 
in emergency no-interest loans or grants to 
100,808 service members in financial dis- 
tress. NYT 


the Hindustan Times, a leading news- 
paper, trumpeted last month, “Uttar 
Pradesh boy can write on mustard 
seeds!” said a headline in July. The pa- 
per has run over 50 stories this year 
about bids for world records, and it is 
by no means ahead of íts competition. 

And this justin from the Times of In- 
dia, another highly respected daily: 
“Man looks to set world record pulling 
vehicles with mustache.’ 

Why the fascination? India, after all, is 
awash in genuine superlatives—world's. 
largest democracy, world’s largest youth 
population. Why bother with fastest to 
drink a bottle of ketchup? 

Guinness Rishi—yes, his name is 


Guinness; more on that later—submit- 
ted the ketchup record after downing a 
bottle in 39 seconds. The Guinness 
company has yet to accept his bid. 

Rishi said he breaks records—his 
business card lists 13 feats—to distin- 
guish himself in one of the world’s 
biggest crowds. 

“People consider me an extraordinary 
person, not an ordinary person," he said. 

India, holding 219 Guinness World 
Records, is only 10th on the list. The 
US has the most, followed by Britain, 
Australia and Germany. But for sheer 
obsessive enthusiasm, and ingenuity in 
dreaming up new superlatives, India 
seems unbeatable. 


‘The explanations are various. 

In the new India, more people than 
ever are eaming prestigious degrees 
and staggering salaries. But for millions 
who don't have access to such routes for 
success, aiming for world records, no 
matter how ridiculous, provides a 
much-needed outlet in a society as rigid 
and hierarchical as India's, say Rishi 
and other world-beaters. 

After all, India’s widespread poverty 
and its caste system, though not the 
all-determining forces they once were, 
still make social boundaries hard to 
crack. Harder, perhaps, than breaking 
a world record. 

"Persons who have по money wish to 


do something in their lives, so the poor 
people try to break records by their 
strength or their will,” said Rishi, а 66 
year-old partner in an auto parts factory. 

His crowded bookshelves are filled 
exclusively with record books from years 
past. He also hires himself out as a con- 
sultant to would-be record breakers. 

No one captures Guinness mania 
better. Rishi changed his first name 
from Har Parkash to Guinness after 
earning a record for being part of a 
team that kept a motor scooter in mo- 
tion for 1,001 hours. He says he's bro- 
ken more than a dozen records, but the 
Guinness company has not yet accept- 
ed any others. AP 


New arrest warrants for Thaksin, wife 


BANGKOK, THAILAND—A THAI COURT IS- 
sued arrest warrants Monday for former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra and his wife over 
their alleged violations of stock-trading laws. 

It is the second set of warrants issued in 
the past month against Thaksin, who has 
been living abroad since he was ousted in a 
bloodless coup almost a year ago. The other 
case involved conflict of interest related to 
the sale of Bangkok real estate. 

Sunai Manomaiudom, director-general 
of the Department of Special Investiga- 
tion—Thailand’s equivalent of the US 
FBI—said the Bangkok Criminal Court had 
issued the warrant at his agency's request 
^^ “Thaksin has denied all allegations 


against him, and has said he will not return 
to Thailand until after new elections are 
held at the end of this year. 

‘Thaksin was deposed in September 2006 
after the country fell into a political crisis 
due to mass demonstrations demanding he 
step down because of alleged corruption 
and abuse of power. 

He became a billionaire in the telecom- 
munications sector before entering politics 
and serving as prime minister since 2001. А 
controversial business deal by his family, 
the sale early last year of its telecommuni- 
cations company Shin Corp. to a Singapore 
state investment company, was a major 
cause of public discontent. 


The new warrants for Thaksin and his wife, 
Pojaman, involve charges of violating regul 
tions requiring disclosure of corporate infor 
mation to the Stock Exchange of Thailand. 

РЕНИ Chuenban, a lawyer for Thaksin's 
family, said he would inform the former 
prime minister of Monday's court action, 
and advise him not to return to fight the 
case for the time being “because the situa: 
tion in the country is not normal.” 

“We think he should return only after we 
have an elected government,” Pichit said. 
Thailand is currently administered by an 
interim civilian government, but a military 
council exercises power behind the scenes 
and is intensely hostile toward Thaksin. AP 
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Knights grab 2nd over Bombers 
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10. Raymundo à Quamco 8, Aquino В, Delga- 
with an &-2card. oS seas Dd НЫ. De Leon A, 
Letran finished No. 2, while  saqultod 
San Beda and Jose Rizal wound utters: 20.21, 4048, 65-68, 89-78 


with a 9-3 record. a Thiri Game 
“сеа a scary win,” said Letran E inh И et 74- utian 20, 1an 19. Faun 
PR obe Ard Ye sco: 1o 10, Ойлау 9, апда 5, Cabonc 4, Daa 
Zoach Louie Alas, who will meet Fist Game Us) З. Guevara 2. Repost 2 Dal Rosario 0. 


SAN SEBASTIAN 69—Buenafe 23, Gusi ` JOSE RIZAL 71—Sana 19, Pradas 15, WI- 
45, Bringas 15, Je, Delgado 11, F Delgado 8, зоп 15, Cagoco 12, Hayes 8, 623. Agas 1, Bu- 
Jo. Delgado 5, Балы 4, Andrada 4, Cruoste langis 0, Cunanan 0, Nocom O, Kabigting 0. 

2, Santos 1, Ramsey 1, Laconica 0, Cam 0, Quarters: 17-12, 28-25, 50-38, 74-71 


the same Heavy Bombers in the 
Final Four starting Wednesday. 
“you have to give it to Jose Rizal 
for not giving up." 

Jose Rizal wound up third at 7- 


, LETRAN'S Dennis Daa dives to gain possession off Jose Rizal 
U's John Аваз in yesterday's game. INQUIRER PHOTO/AUGUST DELACRUZ 


Bombers cawed back to 59-55 ОЙ Cagoco and Wilson down the T ош inthe fun, à WR WV WS @ Д7 Д 


5. 
Defending champion San Beda, with two minutes to go behind stretch that sealed the win. while Jazul banged in о 
witch topad the eliminations Mark Cagoco and John Wilson, "We jus don’t want to lose « 12 of his 19 in de. | (Vs, e» 
earlier with an 11-1 card, faces the Gfoot playmaker again back-to-back, especially going to same period. Their кеин — 
мак —— rd 


Mapua in the other semifinal pair- knocked in a triple to keep Leuan ће Final Гош said Alas, ‘who lost combined efforts put to waste the 
ing at the Araneta Coliseum. afloat. to San Beda last Friday. “Now, we 33-point explosion by бе | 
Sarul sank the three-pointer  Gutilban then added two free only need to win one game to Bombers in the final canto. 

that gave the Knights their biggest throws for а 68-63 buffer in ће таке the finals” "The Bombers made only 18 of. | 
Werte 7.30 lek And when the last 1:08 before making key steals Gutiban scored eight of his 20  Glamempis from the floor and 29 | k 


Pacman, still a bit under weather, resumes sparring 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor ‘The Pilipino boxing hero sparred six rounds, tatter insisted on sparring for six rounds, bring- Weg 
three each against Mexican Raymundo Beltran ing his total so far to close to 30 rounds since sname V адре qa SHARE 
MANNY PACQUIAO RESUMED HIS SPAR- and light welterweight Arniel Tinampay. holding camp. и [ie ‘STEPBOARD 


ting session at the Rex "Wakee” Salud gym "Тт feeling OK now,” he said. “T stil have Roach is lookin в between 120 to 
yesterday, showing little signs of the Пи that colds but this is very manageable.” 150 rounds of sparring for Pacquiao in prepa- —" URESTEP МА VETERANS LAGE PAL ОСТ TE: TIE 
ee eee patna your Roma or fice (eva Mani 


а 
knocked him down last weekend and Team Pacquiao insiders said trainer Freddie ration for his Oct, 6 battle with Marco Antonio — i 
Barrera at the Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas. ххх 4477 l 


caused a minor delay in his training. Roach did not want to push Pacquiao, but the 
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Brotherly advice: The title, 
not the win streak, counts 


By Jasmine W. Payo toacommanding 13-0 
yk у тот и i т cor bor 99 
Sae № 3 heartbreaking losses to ri- 
THEYWERENOT ме 7 4 val Ateneo Blue Eaglesin 
exactlywordsof ust 7 5  thefinalelimination game 
encouragement. 8987 4 2 —andinthe best-of-three 
Nani 4 1) championship series. 
ButtheadviceforUni- — UP à T Andjustlast season, 
versity ofthe East coach GAMETHURSDAY Ateneo found out how un- 
Dindo Pumaren came (MhoyAquhoStaum) predictable the games 
from abrother who knows  ?pm—ewows could tum out. The fa- 
how its like to call the Univ. of Phils. vored Eagles lorded it over 
shots fora seemingly in- 4p.m—NationalUvs until University of Santo 
vincible team. Adamson Tomas rose from near-bot- 
"tes not how you start tom to stun them in the fi- 
the season, it's how you end it,” said nals. 


older brother and La Salle mentor 
Franz Pumaren. 

‘As the elimination round nears the 
homestretch, Dindo's Warriors remain 
as the only unbeaten squad in the 
UAAP men's basketball competition. 

‘The Warriors only need to hurdle 
two teams—the winless University of 
the Philippines Maroons and the La 
Salle Green Archers—to go straight to 
the Finals, the incentive given toa 
team that sweeps its 14 games in the 
elimination round. 

"Whether they admit it or not, at the 
back of their minds, they're thinking of 
a sweep,” said Franz. "The more they 
think about the sweep, I think the. 
more they're going to struggle.” 

‘And the elder Pumaren has the ex- 
perience to back his claims. 

In 2002, Franz steered the Archers 


Koreans nip Realtors for Brunei Cu 


BRUNEI—THE LG SAKERS OF KO- 
rea pulled out a vengeful 76-72 win 
over the Sta. Lucia Realtors Sunday to 
‘win the seventh Brunei Cup basketball 
toumament at the Hassanal Bolkiah 
National Sports Complex here. 

тһе Realtors were down by only 
two at 72-74 and on the attack when 
‘Anthony Johnson was slapped with an 
offensive foul time down to 32 sec- 
onds to the dismay of the big Filipino 
crowd. 

The Koreans scored on the next 


SPORTSWATCH 


Star-studded NCA derby 


features finest battle stags 
THE COUNTRY'S FINEST BATTLE STAGS 
take center stage today as the National 


Cockers Association holds the first leg of its 


5-stag circuit at the Pasay City Cockpit. 
‘Some 80 fights are on the roster. 
The derby, hosted by Gov. llo Ynares, 


Vice Goy. Boyet Joson, Mayor Ellan Nagano, 
and Manny and Armand Santos, has drawn 


some of the biggest names in local cock- 
fighting. The participants include Bebot Vil- 
lar, Rey Briones, Mario Villamor, Manny 
Pacquiao, chair Rudy Albano, Efren Canlas, 
Jung Jingco, Jet Fernandez, the Madlang- 
bayan Brothers, Gerry Ramos, Patrick Anto- 
nio, Danny Valero, Rep. Iggy Arroyo, уа Bel- 
la, Paul Estrelado, Benjie Lim, William Go, 
Beboy Uy of Davao, Johnny Jalandoni and 
Boy Velez of Negros, Ricky Reyes and his 
group and Boy Marzo. 

Part ofthe proceeds of the derby, sup- 
ported by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, will 
goto the NCA's scholarship fund. 


Carzano, Salgados top Shell 


Nat'l Active chess in Cebu 
JOHNNY CARZANO HELD ANTONIO CHA- 
vez Jr. to a draw in the final round to finish 
with 6.5 points and nip three others in the 
tiebreak for the junior crown in the Central 
Visayas leg of the Shel! National Youth Active 
Chess at SM City Cebu over the weekend. 
The 19-year-old Carzano downed Venan- 
cio Loyola, Jedara Docena and Michael Pa- 
garan before agreeing to а draw with Chavez 
to top the 20-and-under category. Не. towed 
Chavez of Cagayan de Oro and Boris Diez of 
Davao to the grand finals later this year. 
Lennon Hart Salgados beat Yves Fiel in 
the final round to sweep the kiddies division. 


Rae 1—Brazen 
Jut (9) Dancing ^e. 
Queen (1), Paying 
Соз) ' 

Race 
2—{QrVTi) Please 


BY TOP CHOICE 
‘ont Stop (5), King View (1), Siver Anna (8), Sel- 


‘made (7) 
Race 3—(Pents/Qr/T-Money Bank (6), So 
боёш (0, Easy Lor 15), Pe (7). Save Our 
jusen (4) 

"Race 4-— (QUT) — Canon Rising (3), Bad Bay (5) 
Getting Better (2), Mathemati (1) 

ace 6—(Penta/OrV/i}—Pentagon (11), Ore Vi- 
sion (5). Raise A Dancer (10), Tiger Rali/Cassy 
Pages (2), Go Go Eigene (4) 

Race 6—(Penta/Or/ti) —Cheska Run (8). Masia- 
во (1), Speed Bult (2), China Gir (3), Words Ot Joy 
(8 


& 

Race 7—{Penta/OrVTi}—Five Ос (7), BMI 
Baby (11). ngay ingay (8), Friendly Venture Tower Ot 
Cass (4). Pamasanmnsan (1) 

Race 8—(Supor БОПЛН) —Тор Of D'üne (12), 
Blonde Bai (7), Queen Josephine (13). Proeete (9 
Magic Dancer (), Modem Cassic/Kings Crown (3) 


“Тез stilla long way,” said Franz. 
“They (Warriors) have two games to 


goand anything can happen. They still 


have to contend with us." 

The Warriors, though, are well 
aware of the tougher challenges. 
ahead. 

Unlike in their first-round cruise, 


where they won by an average margin 


of 18.3 points, the Warriors wiggled 


their way out in the closing minutes of 


three of their last five games. 

"We expected the second round to 
be more difficult, we know that all 
teams are preparing for us,” said Din- 
do. “But! still like what's happening 
with our team. In the first round, the 
boys showed they could rout oppo- 
nents. But this time, they've been 


showing they also have the composure 


to win close games.” 


play to clinch the championship while 
avenging their 75-66 loss to the Fil- 
ipinos in the eliminations. 

“It was a dubious call that ensured 
the victory for the Koreans,” rued Sta. 
Lucia team manager Buddy Encarna- 
do. 

The Realtors settled for second- 
place in the annual Brunei invitational 
tourney ruled the past two years by 
the RP training team under coach 
Chot Reyes. 

The Realtors, who are girding for 


SPORTS 


the coming PBA season, finally felt the 
absence of main man Kelly Williams, 
‘who's on vacation in the United States 
after seeing action with the RP team in 
the recent Fiba Asia meet in Japan. 

Johnson paced Sta. Lucia with 24 
points. Nelbert Omolon added 13, 
Paolo Mendoza 12 and Marlou 
Aquino 10. 

"The Realtors found the Koreans a 
Jot tougher in their rematch, taking 
the lead for the first time only at 67-64 
midway through the fourth quarter. 


í | GREGORII 


LAST BIG HURDLE: The Warriors hope to beat the Archers, just as they did in 
the first round, to reach the magic number and reach the finals early. 


p Calling cagers with Pinoy roots 


By June Navarro 


THESAMAHANG BASKETBOL NG PILIPINAS 
hopes to intensify soon its search for foreign 
cagers with Filipino roots in the United States 
and Canada. 

Eric Altamirano, head of the SBP's National 
Basketball Training Center, said training cen- 
ters in North America will be set up to tap the 
players who are national team materials. 

Altamirano said he is in touch with scouts 
based in Central and Northem America 

NBTC looks for promising young players 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4/2007 


Bulls sign 
up Duncil; 
ready to let 
Cablay go ? 


By Musong R. Casti 


RED BULL GAINED 
another dependable 
guard in its rotation. 
by signing former 
Santo Tomas gunner 
Jojo Duncil to a two- 
year pact even as the 
team continues to ne- 
gotiate a trade involv- 


ing Brandon Cablay OMe 
with Purefoods. : 
Purefoods pager DUNCIL:Twoyears 


Tony Chua said that thé talks are still fi, but 
Red Bull has turned down initial offers from 
Purefoods, which only wanted to part with 
two future second-round choices. 

The explosive Cablay, a S-foot-11 FilAmeri- 
can, found his way into the Barako roster via 
the Larry Fonacier trade earlier. 

“We know that there is practically no talent: 
left (in the rookie pool) when the second 
round comes,” Chua told the Ingumer. “This 
deal will push through if we get first-round 
choices—be itin 2009 and 2010—as long as it 
isin the first round,” 

The Barako traded away Fonacier, the 2005 
Rookie of the Year, to San Miguel in exchange. 
for Cablay and role player Francis Adriano. 

But the abundance of guards in the lineup, 
counting Duncil, Celino Cruz, Junthy Valen- 
zuela and Topex Robinson, has made Cablay 
dispensable. Details of Duncil’s package were 
not revealed by Chua. 


aged 14-19 across the country. 

"Training satellites will be established for the 
ambitious five-year program designed to iden- 
tify train and develop future members of the 
RP men's and women's basketball teams 

“Once we have set up these regional train- 
ing centers, we will explore the field in the 
United States and Canada,” said Altamirano. 

Altamirano has been tapped by BAP.SBP ex- 
ecutive director Patrick Gregorio to head the 
NBTC along with four-time PBA MVP Ramon 
Femandez and Welcoat Paints assistant ies 
Alex Compton. 


Naascu hoops: New 
‘cyber war’ in offing 


BRAVO, LOS JEFES! 


Philippine Airlines president Jaime J. Bautista 
Cebu president Edgar Chiongbian (center, in white) at the close of the: 


ciation of Schools, Colleges and 


By Marc Anthony Reyes their three fearsome gun- 
ners—Chito Jaime, Leonardo 

AS THE CYBER WAR AGAIN Abac and Arnold Galang—to put 
starts totakeshape, STiand de- away the Hawks and nullify UM's 
fendingchampion AMA went twice-to-beat edge in their sppa- 
high-speed while their respec- таге Final Four showdown. 
tive rivals lagged and hanged. The scores: 

STihardlybrokeasweatindis. Fist Game 
к ео 
DEus кын arca 2 Donasco 2, Manalang O. Masigan O. 

2 UM 62- Bonus 2, Mainao 7, Mulawin 7, 

day in the National Athletics ASSO- радо 6, Guimpatan 5, Нара 4, Delóstnos 


2, Assunclon 2, Sadsad 2, rabo 1, Lacap O, 


Tournament, held in Cebu over the weekend. Flanking them are PAL executives, 
executive vice president Henry So Uy and Intersports chair Domingo T. Duerme, awards 
night emcee Bernadette Sembrano, and members of the wi 
three of six events to garner 145 points and rule the annual roving tournament among 
business executives and professionals from various PAL destinations. Dethroned champion 
Bomberos de Davao finished second with 75 poi 


Universitiesbasketballtourneyat Роло 
hands the championship cuptoLos|efesde the Tanduay gym in Quiapo. ‘Quarters: 27-19, 48-39, 70-55, 86-62, 
30th PAL Intesports “We were able to display our Second Game 

luding ^ edgeindepthandtoexecureour STI 92-—Baineg 20, Ror 11, Mabayo Cr 
plays,” said БТІ соат Vic Yeasiano, эпт, Tango duan 7, навет, Porto 7 
ing club. Те оз Jefeswon whose teamentered the gameen- eit. Dimas 4, Tole 2, Vasalo 2, 

: А Риб, Legaspi 0, Mendoza 0. 
Joke miai SSCR-CAV—61 — Basa 11, chavez 9, Al- 
Earlier, AMA routed University casatas 8, Cerita 7, Bolocon 5, Filo 6, вала! 


ts while the Negros Executives wound up 
“Score to Soar,” drew 12 clubs and over 800 


of Manila, 86-62, to force a decid- 


5, Antipuesto 4, Callado 2, Reyes O, Pasagi 0, 


third with 70 points. This year's games, dubbed 
participants from across the country and overseas, making it the largest PAL Intersports ever. 


ing game for the second finals slot. 
The Titans called the services of 


Hatague 0. R 
Quarters: 28-12, 49-26, 57-31, 92-61 


LAST WEDNESDAY, FAR EASTERN 
University held the induction cere- 
monies for the schools 36 outstanding 
athletes who were the first honorees in. 
the Sports Hall of Fame at the FEU au- 
ditorium. 

The ceremonies alo marked the 
book launching of “Sports @ FEU,” 
which chronicled the school's past and 
present champions. 

Published by the FEU Publications, 
the book was edited by Syivia Roces 
Montilla, with articles written by Gloria. 
R. Aligada, FEU athletic director Mark 
Molina and yours truly. 

Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim was the 
guest of honor during the twin affair 
where he was warmly welcomed by 
top university officials headed by Dr 
Lourdes R. Montinola, chair of the 
board of trustees; president Lydia B. 
Echauz and Tamaraws team manager 
Anton Reyes Montinola. 

Among those included in the initial 
batch of Hall of Famers were feather- 
weight boxer Anthony Villanueva, who 
gave the Philippines its first Olympic 
silver medal in the 1964 Tokyo Games; 


FEU’s Sports Hall of Fame 


CLEAN LIVING 

ERS 
Manolo x ey 
Rigo ASEN № 


tennis legend Felicisimo “Totoy” Am- 
pon, the first PSA Athlete of the Year in 
1950; boxing coach Celestino "Aling" 
Enriquez, track and feld Olympians 
Lydia de Vega-Mercado, Elma Muros- 
Posadas, Mona Sulaiman and Lolita La- 


Jate Ricardo, Renato, Reynaldo and Ro- 
gelio—and basketball stars Manolet 
Araneta, member of the Philippine 
team to the 1948 London Olympics; 
former РВА MVP Johnny Abarrientos, 
muki-awarded cagers Arturo Valen- 
zona, Danny Gavieres and Glenn Capa- 
co. 

In FEU, where I spent my college 
days, there are no minor sports. Every 


sportis encouraged. 

In the words of Dr Montinola, 
daughter of the FEU founder Dr 
Nicanor Reyes, “Sports has always 
played a big role in Far Eastern Univer- 
sity" adding, “My father and some of 
his colleagues, like Don Rafael Roces, 
‘were sportsmen who hunted, fished, 
played golf, enjoyed the race tracks, ap- 
preciated nature, and enjoyed travel: 
ing and vacationing extensively all over 
the istands.” 

‘Why was her father so passionate 
about sports? The soft-spoken FEU 
chair explained, “From what I used to 
hear him say to my brothers, Nicanor 
(Noring) and Alfredo (Ding), sports to 
him was important because it taught 
‘one how to be a gentleman—how to be 
sportsmanlike." 

The Reyes brothers were trained in 
many sports, especially boxing and ju- 
do. They also took up swimming, fenc- 
ing, hunting and fishing. 

“In hunting," Dr. Montinola said, “he 
taught my brothers and my cousins, 
like the Roces brothers, the sportsman- 
like ways of shooting birds and other 


reys: 

She added that Noring's skill in box- 
ing served him well when he joined the 
United States Air Force during World 
War I “As a flyweight champion inthe 
training camp in Texas,” she said; “Nor- 
ing was able to defend himself agaitist 
bullies in the concentration camp in 
Breslau, Germany, where he was incar- 
cerated after his plane, in which he Was 
a tail gunner, crashed during one of its 
bombing missions.” 

Noring eventually became president 
of FEU, while Ding, who finished’a 
course in sports management in’ tlie. 
US, became the university's vice piesi- 
dent for administrative affairs and ath- 
lec director. After they were gone, 
their interest in sports was continued 
by Norings son, Nicanor “Butch” Reyes 
Ш, who served as athletic director; 
while Alfredo son, Dennis, also took 
an active role in sports. 

‘Anton Reyes Montinola was likewise 
invited by Butch to serve in the UAAP 
board and, since then, has guided ånd 
supervised the careers of FEU athletes 
especially the basketball team. 
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Golf qualifier 
resumes; 
Bayron tries 
to bridge gap 


By Musong R. Castillo. 

pep 
ТНЕМАКАГНОМ NATIONAL GOLF TEAM 
qualifier started as a tournament not a few 
thought Jay Bayron would easily rule. 

Entering its homestretch, Bayronis task now 
is jist to stay alive. 

On the bubble after the first half of the elim- 
{nations ended last Friday, Bayron tries to start 
making up ground when the 15 survivors see 
action in the final 72 holes beginning today. 

Теп strokes off the pace and just two clear of 
the seventh placer, Bayron—who won practi- 
cally every local event he entered since late last 
yedt--needs to put together decent rounds at 
"Thé Riviera’s Langer layout in Silang, Cavite, 
to secure one of six Philippine team slots. 

Mark Femando, the spearhead of the Ca- 
letagan Golf Club program, will take a 285 tal- 
Ty going into the final four days, his place in the 
RP squad that will play in the Putra and No- 
mura Cups and the Southeast Asian Games 
practically sealed. 

Мал cousin Anthony Fernando, the leader 
after the first two rounds at the adjacent Cou- 
ples layout, holds second, six shots adrift after 
failing to break par in the final two days and 
shooting a horrendous 77 in round three. 

‘Anthony is tied with Ferdinand Aunzo, the 
former bag-toter at Eagle Tidge. Jonel Ababa, 
the first National Caddies’ Open champion, is 
fourth at 292. 

Them comes Asian Games bronze medal 
winner Michael Bibat at 294, with Bayron at 
295 and Gene Bondoc in seventh spot at 297. 

"The sixth placer may lose his sot if the win- 
ner of the coming RP Amateurs is not among 
the best six qualifiers. 

Sta. Barbara in Пойо, the oldest layout in the. 
Far East, will host this year's staging of the RP 
Am scheduled next week. 


FINNAIR MASTERS 
Ardina ties 


for 29th spot 


БОНИЕ ARDINA CLOSED OUT WITH А 
two-over par 73 and finished in joint 29th 
in the rain-drenched Finnair Masters won 
by Bettina Hauert of Germany in Helsin- 
1i, Finland, Sunday. 

‘Ardina, 13, recovered from а bogey- 
bogey start with a slew of pars, birdied 
No. 10 from six feet before dropping an- 
other stroke on No. 15 for nines of 36-37. 

She wound up with a 54hole total of 
219, six-over par, to finish in the company 
of pros Beatriz Recari (73) of Spain, 
South African Laurette Maritz (72) and 
Margherita Rigon of Italy (77), who 
picked up E$1,900 each. 

‘Ardina’s finish was a big improvement 
from her joint 58th place in last weeks 
SAS Masters in Norway. In fact, the Ladies 
European Tour website described her as 
“a star-in-the-making” who outplayed 
many of her professional counterparts by 
finishing in the top 30. 

scHanert closed out with a 72 and won 
by three strokes with a 207 total. Johanna 
Westerberg of Sweden finished second 
with a 210 after a 70 while Lotta Wahlin, 


,, asoof Sweden (70), was third with 211. 


Avena prevails 
in Rotary tilt 


ILOILO CITY—ABE AVENA OF THE ROTARY 
Club of Lipa and Malarayat Golf Club tamed 
the 100-yearold Barbara course with gross 
rounds of 74 and 77 to bag top individual hon- 
orsin the recent Rotary Fellowship Foundation 
ofthe Philippines tournament here. 

А four-handicapper, Avena beat RC-Sta. 
Maria’s Nani Alvarado (8-handicap), who put 
together 79-76 rounds. 

Jaro-Midtown scored 162 points to capture. 
ће суета] title of the Southern leg tourney 
held ar the Пойо Golf and Country Club here. 

Ramil Cortez, Jess Arlegui, Tony Silloriquez 
and, Sjeve Jardeleza propelled Jaro-Midtown 
tovictory in the team event, 

Mark Rivera ruled the guest division via 
countback after he tied with Chepe Dulay at 98. 

RG Novaliches Rey Paduganan, Robert 
Pineda and Richard Gaas tied with RC Пра 
Bill Yoon, Ed Lipat, Val Plata and Avena in the 
Founders division with 157 points each. 

ВС of New Manila East's Fred Nakpil, Nani 
‘Alvarado, Francis Monedero and Tony Estrada 
tallied 157 to top the Governor's division, over 
Sta. Maria Bulacan's Efren Martinez, Bernie 
Bolisay and Efren Estrada (145). 

‘ther winners: RC Son Juanico [5 Nestor Mead, Romy 
лото, Jorge Yu and Roy Centeno (137), Presidents sion, 
ard RO San Juanico Едма do Jesus, Pad Quanzon, Stefano 
Pulz and Pete Fusines (109 Falovshp мап. RC llo Їз 
вх Krang. Nonoy Braga, Winston Santos and Franci Grina 
(194yand RC Маго los Ray Cals, Tony апай, Vic ucla 
and Francisco dela Cruz (106), 2d to ROS) and I respectively. 
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SPORTS 


WITH TWO TOP FIVE FINISHES 
in as many weeks, Antonio Lascu- 
fia edged past Johor Open cham- 
pion Antonio Murakami to take 
40th place in the Asian Tour’s 
UBS Order of Merit. 

Lascufa, a former national team 
coach, now has earnings of $66,728 
+ from 11 tournaments after sal- 
vaging a tie for second in the Johor 
Open worth $25,425 and a three- 
way deadlock for third in the Brunei 


et cada 


a Open last Sunday where he picked 
upa check for $15,130. 
LASCUNA: Tie for 2rd, thena tie for 3rd Murakami, who won $47,550 


ГА 


t 
К 
f. 


with his breakthrough victory in Jo- 
hor, slipped а notch down to 415г 
with $66,156 after managing only a 
tie for 25th in Brunei. 

Lascufia, who cracked the top 60 
list with his strong finish behind 
Murakami when the Asian Tour re- 
sumed in Malaysia, is now No. 3 
among five Filipinos in the upper 
half of the Order of Merit. 

Frankie Mifioza, winner of the 
Philippine Open last February, is 
No. 10 with $165,622 followed by 
Gerald Rosales at 34th with 
$75,062. 
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THE CHOSEN ONE? 
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. Surging Lascuna 
| passes Murakami 


Angelo Que, who missed the 
halfway cut in Brunei like Rosales, 
is 51st with $54,424. 

The top 60 players in the Order of 
Merit qualify for the season-ending 
$750,000 Volvo Masters of Asia set 
in Bangkok in December while se- 
curing automatic entry in the 2008 
Asian Tour. 

Juvic Pagunsan, last year's Rook- 
ie of the Year, is in danger of losing 
his exemption as he stood 78th with 
$28,548 in 11 events. He finished 
tied for 20th in Brunei. 

Ernesto A. Gonzales 


Бел GRAND DRAW & CONCERT 


MILLION September 07 2007 - 8:00 РМ • Ararféta Coliseum == 


EXPERIENCE 
à 


! Featuring 


Grand Prize: 


Vina Morales Ogie-Alcasid & Bamboo One (1) winner of P20 Million 


with Vhong Navarro, Gladys Guevara, 
Streetboys and the Speed Dancers 


Other prizes (Luzon entries only): 


Two (2) winnets of P100;000 


И > 
{ Hosted by: Paolo Bediones & Regine Tolentino Four (4) winners of PS0.000* Four (4) winners of 


5,000 


TICKETS ROT FOR SALE SY INVITAFION Promo and event is open їо parsons 18 yeàrs old and above о 
Product not for sale to minors. See Posters and Flyers for details. Per DOH-BFAD Permit Мо 0339 Series of 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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Steinhauer coasts to victory 

‘SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS—SHERRI STEINHAUER SHOT A FIVE-UNDER | 6710 
complete a wire-to-wire victory in the LPGA State Farm Classic here ; ‘Sunday. 
 Steinhauer's round, with back-to-back birdies on 16 and 17, gave her a 271 to- 
tal and a shot victory over American Christina Kim, who carded a 68. AFP 


Venus, Serena serve up 
final stints; Rafa wins- 


more relaxed for the next match.” 

In the fourth round, Nadal will face com- 
patriot David Ferrer, who needed just under 
four hours to defeat Argentine David Nal- 
bandian, 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 7-6, 7-5. 

"Third seeded Novak Djokovic of Serbia 
recovered from his four-hour, 44-minute 
victory over Radek Stepanek on Friday to 
roll over Argentine Juan Martin Del Potro, 
61,63,64. 

Other third-round winners included 
Stanislas Wawrinka, Juan Ignacio Chela, 
Carlos Moya and Juan Monaco. 

Venus Williams will face 2006 semifinal- 
ist Jelena Jankovic, a 6-4, 4-6, 6-1 winner tz, 
over 19th seed Sybille Bammer of Austria in 
the quarterfinals. Reuters 


win,” said Venus, who won the 2005 en- 
counter. 

Standing in the way of Serena's possible 
clash with Venus is top seed and world number 
опе Justine Henin, who demolished 15th seed 
Dinara Safina, 6-0, 6-2, in just 59 minutes. 

‘On the men's side, second seed Rafael Nadal 
said he continued to suffer from nagging in- 
juries to both knees but it never showed during 
a 7-6, 6-2, 6-1 victory over Frenchman Jo-Wil- 
fried Tsonga. 

‘Nadal had only 14 unforced errors and nev- 
er lost his serve against the 74th-ranked 
Tsonga. 

“It was important for me to win in straight 
sets,” said the second-seeded Spaniard. "For 
my knees its better because I can be a little bit 


NEW YORK—VENUS AND SERENA 
Williams served their way into the US 
Open quarterfinals with impressive 
straight-sets victories on Sunday, setting 
пра possible clash between the Ameri- 
can sisters in the final four. 

Venus never lost her serve during a 6-4 6-2 
drubbing of Ana Ivanovic, while Serena 
stopped France's Marion Bartoli, 6-3, 6-4, by 
blasting 10 aces and landing 73 percent of her 
fist serves. 

А Venus-Serena match-up would be their 
fourth at Flushing Meadows and the first since. 
‘meeting in the 2005 fourth round. 

"That would be awesome because it would 
mean that there is a Williams in the final, and it. 
would mean that Americans have a chance to 


LeBron and Co. too flashy for Argentina 


RAFAEL NADAL returns a volley to Jo- 
Wilfried Tsonga at the US Open tennis 
tournament in New York, Sunday. x 


Brazil, Puerto Rico, and Canada will 


Kobe Bryant and LeBron James. They 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—LEBRON US player has ever had,” American 


| 


LEBRON JAMES: Ecstatic 


James put on another shooting clinic 
in a 118-81 rout of Argentina as the 
United States locked up a tournament 
gold medal to go with an Olympic 
berth at the Fiba Americas Champi- 
onship on Sunday. 

James, who had a perfect night 
against Uruguay earlier in the tourna- 
ment by hitting all 11 of his field goals, 
led the heavily favored Americans with 
four three pointers in the third quarter 
and capped his night with a game-high 
31 points. 

"LeBronis performance was one of the 
ағ best ever in an international game that a 


ILOILO CITY—FORMER LEG WIN- 
ner Eric Panique and rookie Meriam 
Miranda topped the 21-kilometer 
qualifying race of the 31st National 
Milo Marathon in an out-and-back 
course here at the Freedom Park 
here. 

Panique, the 2005 Iloilo leg cham- 
pion, pulled away from the lead pack 
after the first seven kilometers and 
never looked back, finishing in one 
hour, 12 minutes and four seconds. 

Placing second was Panique's run- 
ning buddy Anthony Babiera, who 
came in two minutes and two sec- 
onds behind. Local favorite Wilfredo 
Gelladula Jr, who won Here last 
year, settled for third place in 
11611. 

The 18-year-old Miranda of Victo- 
rias, Negros Occidental won the 
women's race in 1:45:50, seven sec- 


onds ahead of last years winner 
Genevieve dela Pena. 

Allyn Grace Salas was third in 
B. 

The top three runners in both divi- 
sions qualified to the grand finals in 
Metro Manila in November. 

Herman Suizo of Sta. Barbara, 
Iloilo stole the limelight, however, as 
the 1986 and 1987 Milo Marathon 
national champion, now 47, came 
out of retirement to finish the 21K 
race at ninth place in 1:23:09. 

Suizo, who last competed 10 
years ago, used to own the Milo 
Marathon mark of 2:23:36, The cur- 
rent record held by two-time 
Olympian Eduardo Buenavista is 
2:18:53 he set during the National 
Capital Region leg of the ongoing 
season last July 22. 

‘The winners of the 5K fun of the 


5 


coach Mike Krzyzewski said. 

Camelo Anthony and Dwight 
Howard also looked unstoppable, 
springboarding the US to a 25-point lead 
at the half in front of a crowd of about 
9,000 at the Thomas and Mack Center 
arena, Anthony finished with 16 points 
and eight rebounds and Howard had 20 
points and five rebounds, 

"This Team USA is one of the best I 
have ever seen,” Argentina head coach 
Sergio Hemandez said. "Nobody will ev- 
ег forget the first Dream Team with 
Michael Jordan and Magic Johnson, but 
1 like this USA team very much with 


они iment eset i Re pts tato tt 


[Former leg champ, 
rookie shine in 
Milo Iloilo qualifier 


WINNERS Eric Panique and Meriam Miranda show their trophies at the podium. 
‘They are flanked by (from left) Milo AVP for sports Pat Goc-ong, Rep. Raul Gonzalez 
Jr, Nestle regional sales manager Darwin Pasion, Iloilo City Sports Council chair 
‘Councilor Joe Il Espinosa, Councilor Jamjam Baronda and Vice Mayor jed Mabilog. 


race held in parmership with 
Bayview Park Hotel-Manila, adidas 
and the Department of Tourism, 
were Darius Roquero in the men's 
category and Jean Palencia in the 
women's division. Topping the 3K 
race for kids were Abe Sulit and 
Cristella Villaluna in the 6-9 age 
group and Alan James Sitchon and 
Mauren Grace Estanda in the 10-12 


really know how to play together.” 

The USA and defending Olympic 
champion Argentina were playing for Fi- 
ba Americas bragging rights as both 
countries had already clinched berths in 
the basketball tournament for next sum- 
mers Beijing Olympics. 

lias Ayuso scored 39 points and Car- 
105 Arroyo had 30 and 10 assists as Риег- 
to Rico beat Brazil, 111-107, for the 
bronze medal earlier in the day. 

'USA and Argentina join China (host 
country), Spain (world champion), Нап 
(Asia), Australia (Oceania), Angola 
(Africa) in the 2008 Olympic Games. 


category. 
Councilor Joe III Espinosa fired 
the starting gun that flagged off 
6,831 runners. Rep. Raul Gonzalez 
Jr. joined the SK fun run along with 
Iloilo City Councilor Jamjam Baron- 
da and Vice Mayor Jed Mabilog. | 
The country's biggest and longest- | 
running marathon returns to Luzon | 
| 


оп Sunday, Sept. 9, in Naga City. 


years Byron Nelson Championshi 
his tee shot well right at the par-four fifth and 
had to take a penalty drop but then struck a su- 
perb five-iron to four feet to salvage his par. 


get another chance to qualify at a 12- 
team 2008 Fiba Olympic qualifying 
tournament next July in which three 
more countries will punch their tickets 
to China. 

The Americans were never seriously 
challenged at this zone qualifying tour- 
nament and heading into the final their 
39.2 average margin of victory is one of 
the highest in tournament history. 

“The thing I enjoyed most about this 
team is that everybody put their egos 
aside,” James said. “Guys like Kobe who 
win scoring titles every year handed it 
over to Carmelo.” 


Wetterich up 
by 1; late slip 
derails Tiger 


NORTON, 
sachusetts—Long- 
hitting Brett Wet- i 
terich, helped by an Ё' 
eagle at the par-five bd 
seventh and a late У 
slip by Tiger Woods, Ёш j АЩ 
grabbed a one-shot 
lead afrer the third 
round оё 
Deutsche Bank Championship on Sunday. 
А stroke off the pace overnight at the TPC 
Boston, Wetterich took advantage of ideal 
scoring conditions on a glorious late summers 
day by firing a five-under-par 66. 


MAS- 


WOODS: Unusual 


We Sepp fih ^ 


The 34-year-old from Ohio, bidding for a 


second PGA Tour victory, also registered four 
birdies and a lone bogey at the 16th for a 13- 
under total of 200. 


The US Ryder Cup player, who won last 
, pushed 


‘American. Arron Oberholser holed a 20- 


footer to save par on the 18th green for a 


matching 66 and outright second place at 12 
under, one ahead of world number three Phil 
Mickelson (68). 

Defending champion Woods returned a 67 
to share fourth spot at 10 under with Aus- 
tralian Aaron Baddeley, who bogeyed two of 
the last three holes for a 70. 

Woods, back in action after a two-week 


Gay’s sprint treble spikes Americans’ track dominance 


oni e 
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OSAKA, JAPAN—AMERICAN TYSON GAY's 
explosive sprint treble highlighted his 


Powell in the 100 meters, Gay added golds in 
the 200 and 4x100 relay to become the second 
man to achieve the sprint treble at a world 


equal East German Marita Koch's three gold 
medals in 1983. 
Meanwhile, Jeremy Wariner edged closer to 


TÉ 


у 
s 1 country's continued track dominance at the 


t 
Qiu] World athletics championships. championships. mentor Michael Johnson's world record witha break, briefly held a share of the lead before 
uu "hs the Americans celebrated, the hosts Fellow American Maurice Greene first did supreme victory in the men's 400m final. dropping back with an uncharacterisically 
j Japanese scratched their heads as the inquests фе trick in the 1999 edition. "The United States won 14 gold medals to sloppy finish. 


equal its tally from the 2005 world champi- 
onships in Helsinki and bare its readiness for 
Reuters 


‘The world number one moved joint top af- 
ter reeling off three consecutive birdies from. 
Reuters 


began into how they won just a solitary bronze 


i4 Allyson Felix completed a hat-trick of her 
ы E on the final day in Osaka on Sunday: i 


own after retaining her 200m crown and 
added victories in the 4x100 and 4x400 to 


GAY: Scourgeoffoes we After crushing world record holder Asafa 


STRAIGHTFORWARD. 


of the smoothest city ride. 


With its trademark Suzuki Japanese technology and its impressi 
dependable cars in the market today. At an 800cc, three-cylinder, 


Your First Car 


This is what first cars should be all about. 


For more information, visit www.suzuki.com.ph. 


the Beijing Olympics. 


A simple car, the Suzuki Alto lets you experience the thrill of novelty driving. No frills. Nothing big. Definitely not intimidating. 


The Suzuki Alto easily allows you to feel the excitement in the pureness of driving, 
3,495 mm.,, wheel base of 2,360 mm. ground clearance of 160 mm. and weighs 7 


at a bargain basement price. Its overall height of 1,455 mm, overall width of 1,495 mm.; an over all length of 
'60 kgs. (curb weight) spells an easy to maintain, easy to clean, easy to park and easy to drive саг. 


ive track record of having sold more than 10M unit worldwide in Europe and Asia, the Suzuki Alto is truly one of the most 
12-valve engine with a maximum output of 47hp @6,200rpm and a maximum torque of 62 Nm, first time drivers are guaranteed 


Pure, no-frills driving experience in a car that is both reliable and easy to maintain. That is a Suzuki Alto. Your perfect first car. 


the par-three eighth. 


ALTO 


‘The global compact car. 


NEW SUZUKI | et’ 


$suzuxi 


Way of Life! 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2007 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


DLL Vostro 1400 


utique hne des 


Website: werwinquirernet/business. 


FOR BETTER 
' VALUES 


Get 3s2tuel rebate 


Cel 9-80 ды your own Petro DPI Mantrcra 


Coke reorganizes RP operations 


t Will add 1,000 new jobs, hire 2,000 sales agents 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 
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ш PPA ordered to 


“Аз a business organization, we 
want to further drive both our mar- 


proceed with North 
Harbor bidding /B2 


& Bernanke should stick 
tohisguns/B4 fX: 


а 21 groups eye 
RP power grid /B8 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF CUSTOMS SAID IT 
met its collection target for August, 
giving credit to its measures of tight- 
ening the audit of goods shipped into 
the country. 

The BOC was tasked to collect 
P20.8 billion in August and was hard- 
pressed to perform well in the second 
half following an anemic revenue col- 
lection in the first six months of the 
year. 

The BOC is the second-biggest rev- 


к moving forward > 
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From there to here 
From me to you, 2 


From us to anywhere 


ATLANTA-BASED THE COCA-COLA CO. IS MAKING A 
big push in the local beverage market, reorganizing Co- 
ca-Cola Bottlers Philippines Inc. (CCPBPI) and two of 


ketand financial growth by refocus- 
ingourorganization toward market 
development and customer ser- 
vice," said Jose Baylon, CCBPI di- 


Bottli 


pine Beverage Partners 


enue collecting agency of the govern- 
ment. Its collection target of P228.2 
billion for the entire year is consistent 
with the aim of limiting the budget 
deficit to P63 billion this year from 
last year's P64.8 billion. 

Itearlier reported that its collection 
for January to July stood at P113 bil- 
lion. 

Customs Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales earlier said his office was 
tightening on its audit processes and 
automating its systems to help curb 
corruption and smuggling, reasons 


RESO OS OUO 


2 mil 
smiles 


twice the peace 


TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-2500 
TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK. TOYOTA ALABANG, INC.. 807-0707 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, (034) 444-1811 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (074) 447 4851 / 10 
ЧОН 75 TOYOTA BALINTAWAXCHORTH.$27-7215 17 / 30 7 39 827-7262 / 4 / 48 52927-7257 I 6265 / 927-7258 / GB TOYOTA BATANGAS 


(044) 469-8481 1o 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO. INC.. 1 
TOYOTA CUBAO, INC., 911-0655 to 63 TOYOTA DAGUPAN 


(09827) 735-770 / 791 846. (088) 852-9894 / (088) 858-7770 / (08822) 737- 
н CITY, MC.. (075) 517-2026 to 28 / (075) 522-677 


its subsidiaries in a bid to add more fizz to its dominant 
stature in the Philippines. 
CCBPI and subsidiaries Cosmos 
g Corp. (CBC) and Philip- 
Inc. 
(PhilBev) yesterday announced the 
completion of a reorganization 


Customs exceeds P20.8-B target for August 


plan—highlighted by the addition 
of 1,000 new jobs at the local Coke 
operations and the hiring of 2,000 
new sales associates—to boost effi- 
ciency and gain market share. 


why the government is said to be los- 
ing billions of potential revenues a 
year. 
aid the BOC recently secured 
15 X-ray machines that were installed 
in several customs ports all over the 
country. The machines hasten the 
process of inspecting imports and en- 
hanced the security against smug- 
gling. The BOC is trying to acquire 15 
more X-ray machines to totally elimi- 
nate the manual way of inspecting 
goods. 
"There is not better way to address 


| 


rector for public affairs and com- гру 5 
munications. 

After a thorough review ofits in- SePTENOER 
ternal operations and market 
growth opportunities, he said man- PESO-DOLLAR RATE 
agement decided to transfer the pro- ip 2A 
duction requirements from CBC fa- JP 46.57 = $ ы 


сокев: AsofSpm.Sept.3,2007. 
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corruption but 
Morales said 

The Customs chief said the BOC 
has also updated its database on the 
valuation of goods. Previously, out- 
dated valuation data used by some 
ports were resulting in underpay- 
ment of import duties. 

On the other hand, the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue said its preliminary 
collection figure for August was “en- 
couraging,” although it declined to 
give any detail yet. 


by automating,” 


(See stock market report on Page B4) 


Stocks up 0.1% 

SHARE PRICES CLOSED 
0.1-percent higher yesterday on selective 
buying in blue chips, dealers said. 

This offset the sell-off in power retailer 
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Double Safety 


The New VIOS has been rigorously tested to ensure that every 
beautiful moment you have is protected every step of the way. 


ALL NEW 


My Design. My Pride. 
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Secret of the month 


PPA ordered to proceed 
with North Harbor bidding 


By Riza T. Olchondra 


THE PHILIPPINE PORTS AUTHO- 
tity (PPA) has to proceed with the 
first round of bidding for the Manila 
North Harbor, the Manila Regional 
‘Trial Court's (RTC) ordered. 

In an Aug. 29 ruling, the Manila 
RTC Branch 21 ordered PPA to “im- 
‘mediately release the bidding docu- 
ments to petitioners (Harbour Cen- 
tre Port Terminals Inc. and bid part- 
ner Metro Pacific Investment Corp.) 
upon payment of the cost thereof 
and upon posting a bond in the 
amount of P100,000.” 

* Last month, the petitioners filed 
“a writ of mandamus with a prayer 
for preliminary mandatory injunc- 
tion” that would make the PPA pro- 
ceed with the bidding. They cited 
RA 918, which says the PPA can ne- 


gotiate with one eligible bidder. 

Several companies have ex- 
pressed interest in the bidding for 
the contract—Harbour Centre, 
Asian Terminals Inc., Magsaysay 
Maritime Corp., Pier 8 Arrastre and 
Stevedoring Services, and Pruden- 
tial Customs Brokerage—but only 
Harbour Centre was declared quali- 
fied to bid. 

Asian Terminals and Prudential 
were disqualified for lack of eligibil- 
iy Magsaysay Maritime backed 
out, and Pier 8 was a no-show. The 
situation prompted the PPA to de- 
clare the bidding a failure. 

‘The PPA, instead of proceeding 
with the auction or entering into a 
negotiated sale with the remaining 
qualified bidder, decided to hold a 
new round of bidding, but the 
schedule has yet to be set until now. 


“We cannot understand why PPA 
changed the rules midway, and did 
not release the bid documents,” 
Harbour Centre CEO Michael 
Romero said at the time. 

PPA general manager Oscar Sevil- 
Ja said in an interview that the regu- 
lator wanted to get the best possible 
offer for the contract so it preferred 
to have at least two bidders. Howev- 
er, the PPA also prepared guidelines 
for a negotiated bid in case the next 
auction fails again. 

The tug-of-war has not ended, 
however. The court called for fur- 
ther hearing on the petitioner's writ 
of mandamus to make the PPA com- 
plete the first round of bidding up 
to the awarding of the contract. 

Several officials of the port regulator 
were either unavailable or declined to 
comment on the said court ruling. 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 
* National Capital Region 
А ж, DY Inti Blég., 1650 San Marcelino. 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 
Notice is hereby given that the following companieslemployers have fled 
with this Regional Office application/s for Alien Employment Permits 


Name of 
Foreign National 


Name and address of 
Company/Employer 


CHNASTATE(PHLS)CONSTRUCTON Yonggi Не 
ENGINEERING CORPORATION 

SUF 3102 Orient Square В, 

Emerald Ave., Ortigas Conter, 


(Cit Engineer 


SUE 03102 Onenl Square Big, 
mera Ave., Ortigas Center, 
Pasig Ciy 


CHNASTATE (PHILS) 
CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING CORPORATION 
ЗИР U3102 Orient Square ВИ. 
Emerald дне, Ortgas Conte, 
Pasig Cty 


CHNASTATE PHILS) 
CONSTRUCTION 

ENGINEERING CORPORATION 
ЗҮР U3102 Orient Square Bldg., 


Caiteng Chen Mandarin Language 
Transiator 


578 T. Pinpin St, Binondo, Manda 


WORLD-NEWS PUBLICATION 
CORPORATION 
78 T. Pinpin SL, Binondo, Manila 


CChanghui Hong Mandarin Language 


Translator 


IBM BUSINESS SERVICES INC 
178 18M Firs., 11 Cyber One dg. 
Eastmood Cty Cyberpart, 

E Rodriguez у. Are, 

Libis, Quezon Cty 


Муст Roopthaisong Customer interlace 


Associate 


IBM BUSINESS SERVICES INC 


‘xis кыда Able 
тла 188 Fs, 1 Cyber One Big, 


iu 
Lis, Quezon Cay 


INFONDOK PHILIPPINES) INC. 
ТИРЕ RCBC Plaza, Tomer 2, 
Arala cor. GI Puyat Avenues, 
Makal Ciy 


INFORO PHILIPPINES) INC. 
WF RCBC Plaza, Tower 2, 

Ayata cor. Gi Puyat Avenues, 
Makah Cay 


DELL INTERNATIONAL 
SERVICES mc. 
2 1800 Eastwood Ave. Big. 
Eastwood Ciy, Cyberpark, 
188E Rodriguez Jr. Ave, Ubi, 


2402D PSE Bids Exchange Rd, 
Опа Canter, Pasig Cay 


GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 
CORPORATION 

ХОР Tha Номаде Hotel Mania, 
Roxas Bhd. cor. EDSA Extension, 
Pasay Cay 


 APPLETREE DESIGN CENTER CORP. 
802 Gite Telecom Paza Tower, 
Pioneer St, Mandaluyong City 


YHO CORPORATION 
Зое 2602A, East Tower, 
PSE Genter Exchange Ri, 
Ortigas Cir, Pasig Ciy 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF 
NORTH AMERICA 

Mff Esport Bank Plaza, 

Don Cho Roces Ave 

cor. Sen. GI Puyat Ave., Макав Cty 


GREAT YEAR NDUSTRIES CORP. 
MANILA 

1047 Canc Bldg.. 
Meropeitan Ave, Makati Cty 


АСС FLAT GLASS PHILIPPINES, NC. 
MH del Piar St, 
Bo. Pinaghuheian, Pasig Cty 


PHILIPPINE IT OFFSHORE 
NC. 

1903 Аме! оба Cop. Ci 

3 Dona Jula Vargas Ave., 

‘Origa Cr, Pasig Ciy 


MHRS CAR CENTER CORP. 
8418 Sucat RA, Goodwil Subd., 
BF Homos, Paranaque City 


Jnyoung Kin Marking Manager 


M you have any information/objaction to the above mentioned applications please 
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Deputy BIR Commissioner Nelson Азре 
confirmed in a phone interview that there 
was a high probability that the BIR would 
meetits collection goal for August. 

Under the fiscal program for the year, the 
BIR was tasked to collect P82.3 billion in 
August alone. For the entire year, the tax 
collecting agency should generate P765 bi! 
lion for the government. 

The BIR earlier reported that its collec- 
tion for January to July stood at 393.4 bil- 
lion. 

Like the BOC, the BIR was also in dire 
need to shore up revenue collection in the 
second half after its dismal performance in 
the first half. The ВІКУ tax collection short- 
fall in the first six months was largely 
blamed for the breaching of the deficit ceil- 
ing for the period. 

But the Depart- 
ment of Finance, 
mother agency of 
the BIR and the 
BOC, said earlier 
the government was 
back on track to 
meet its deficit-re- 
duction target for 
the year following a 
positive perfor- 
mance in July. 
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OH NO, NOT AGAIN—THIS REVENUE- 
hungry administration did not just reopen a. 
tax loophole to the sugar industry did it? 

The Department of Finance just issued a 
new rule, which in effect did away with a 
previous DOF rule, which in turn plugged a 
‘gaping tax loophole in the sugar industry. 

The new rule is Revenue Regulation 11- 
2007, suspending the DOF revenue regulation 
known as RR 6-2007 “until further notice.” 

To the guys down here in my barangay, 
who just cannot avoid paying taxes even if 
they chew on broken glass, “until further 
notice" also means “something fishy.” 

Early this year, during the time of its oust- 
ей Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag, the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue recommended to 
DOF the issuance of that RR 6-2007. 

Previous the BIR move, under the old 
system, as long as the sugar was sold by any 
cooperative, authentic or otherwise, it was 
exempted from VAT. 

The BIR noticed a huge discrepancy be- 
tween the production of refined sugar and 
its VAT collection from the same product. 

What do you know—sugar planters sim- 
ply used cooperatives as “dummies.” 

BBIR investigation showed that the coop- 
eratives were not owners or even just 
lessees of sugar plantations. How could 
they produce sugar? Out of nothing? 

Also, the BIR suspected that some of its 
personnel were in cahoots with those clever 
sugar planters. It was the only way the sug- 
ar planters could cheat. 

Thus, under RR 6-2007, the BIR limited 
the VATexempt sugar to sales of coopera- 
tives to other cooperatives, direct exporters 
ог customs bonded warehouses. 

It eventually plugged the loophole in the 
VAT on sugar. In fact, the BIR reported some 
P50 million in collection of the sugar excise 
taxlast year. 

But the DOF does not want that? It wants 
to put back the loophole instead? 

And every now and then, we would hear 
this administration, as they crowed about 
their heroic superhuman effort at collecting 
more taxes. 

Enough already! 

Finally, the DOF admitted—publicly — 
that it already slashed the excise tax on the 
"Pall Mall” brand of cigarettes from P26 to 
P5.60 per pack. Finally! 

Again, that’s ап almost 80-percent cut! 

Now, do we really look like we need the 
money from cigarette taxes? 

While we're at it, could somebody at DOF 
please also reduce our income tax rate, 
eliminate the VAT, kill the road user's tax, 
and give big discounts on real estate tax? 

“Pall Mall" for the sake of action stars in the 
Senate, is owned by the multinational firm. 


REPUBLIC OF THE РНИРРМЕЗ 
DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE. 
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
OFFICE OF THE PHILIPPINE NAVY BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


‘Supply and Delivery of Construction Materials for the Repair and Rehabi 
of Right/Left Wings of HNFW Building and Repair/Renovation of 
HNFW Basketball Court into Multi-Purpose Hall) 


‘The Armed Forces of the Philippines, through the PN Bids and Awards Commitee, 
intends to apply the sum as stated below being the Approved Budget for the Contract 
(ABC) to payments under the contract for the following Philippine Navy Projects. Bids 
received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 


Nomenclature; Approved Date/Time Price of Bid 

Activity Budgetforthe| "Pre-Bid | Deadline for | Documents 
Contract |Conference| Submission/| (поп- 

Opening | refundable) 

of Bids. 


Supply & Delivery of 
Construction 
Materials for the Php 
Repair and 1,074,221.00 
Rehabilitation of 
Right/Left Wings of 
HNEW Building 
‘Supply & Delivery of 
Construction Materials. 
for the Repair! 
Renovation of HNFW 
Basketball Court into 
Multi-Purpose Най 


Php 
1,000.00 


070900H 
Sept 2007 


490900H 
Sept2007 
Php 

3,006,000.00 


Php 
3,000.00 


2. Interested Bidders may obtain further information from PN BAC and inspect the 
Bidding Documents at the address given below from&:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
to Friday. 


А complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders 
from the address below and upon payment of a nonrefundable fee in the amount of 
Mentioned in Para 1. The method of payment will be in the form of cash. The 
Bidding Documents shail be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his 
authorized representative. 


The Armed Forces of the Philippines will hold a Pre-Bid Conference open to all 
interested parties on September 7, 2007, 9:00 a.m. at Office of the PN Bids and 
‘Awards Committee, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fert Bonifacio, Taguig City. 


Bids and eligibility requirements must be delivered to the address below on or 
before September 19, 2007, 9:00 a.m. All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid 
security їп the form of Surety Bond or Manager's Check. Late Bids shall not be 
accepted. 

. Bid opening shall be on September 19, 2007, 9:00 a.m. at Office of the PN Bids 
and Awards Committee, Bonifacio Naval Station, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City. Bids 
will be opened in the presence of the Bidders’ representatives who choose to 
attend at the address below. 


. The Armed Forces of the Philippines reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to 
annul the bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, 
without thereby incurring any liability to the affected Bidder or Bidders. 


Office of the PN Bids and Awards Committee 

BNS, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City 

Contact Person: CDR GLICERIO P VILLANUEVA PN 

Cel Nr: 0917-8599-434 | 0918-2016-522 

Tel Nr: 616-8218, 815-3420, 843-4416 & 815-8093 local 6341 


(Sod. JADRIANO V MUNAR JR 
CAPT РМ (GSC) 
Chairman, PNBAC 


British American Tobacco, or BAT, but made 
locally by La Suerte Cigar and Cigarette Facto- 
ry supposedly under a licensing agreement. 

According to reports abroad, BAT knew 
about the 80-percent cut in the excise tax 
on "Pall Mall" as early as last July. 

The DOF reversed the BIR ruling that the 
excise tax should be P26 per pack, which 
was the rate on imported “Pall Mall” 
cigarettes at the Duty Free stores. 

But upon the, er, urging of BAT and La 
Suerte, the DOF ordered the BIR to conduct 
a survey on the retail prices of the local 
"Pall Mall." 

The BIR found out about the "imported" 
cigarettes were priced at P35 per pack, and 
the "local" ones, at PS per pack—for an 
amazing 600 percent difference. 

Thus even the survey results did not con- 
vince the BIR to accede to the desire of BAT and 
La Suerte for that 80-percent tax reduction. 

Tt was thus up to the DOR Lo and behold, 
while it is killing us with taxes, the DOF 
simply had to side with BAT and La Suerte. 

And the DOF had to keep its decision a 
big secret. Not even the BIR knew about 
it—much less, we, the people, who this ad- 
ministration is already taxing to death. 

Up to now, while the DOF already pub- 
licly admitted its generosity to cigarette 
partners BAT and La Suerte, it has yet to re- 
lease copies ofits ruling to the public. 

It is stilla secret! 

Imagine that—80 percent cut in tax on a 
product that, elsewhere in this planet, is 
considered to be such a “killer” of human 
beings, that people want their governments 
to tax cigarette makers to death. 

In the United States just recently, the 
Presidents Cancer Panel recommended 
that the US government should increase 
taxes on tobacco products, according to a 
wire report by Associated Press. 

The three-man panel of experts noted 
that more than half a million people in the 
US would die of cancer this year. 

“The panel recommends foremost that 
the influence of the tobacco industry—par- 
ticularly on children—be weakened through 
strict regulation of tobacco products and 
marketing,” the experts said in their letter to 
Us President George Bush. 

‘The AP also reported: "From January 2001 
through August 2006, tobacco-affiliated polit- 
ical action committee contributions were ac- 
cepted by 321 of the 533 politicians serving in. 
Congress at this time last year, according to а 
report by the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, 
а Washington-based advocacy group. There 
were 93 Democrats and 228 Republicans.” 

In case you notice children in the premis- 
es ofthe "Airport Casino" of the state-owned 
gaming firm Pagcor, do not be alarmed. 

The kids are probably watching the fami 
ly show entitled “Wanders,” produced by 
Pagcor using top rate local stage talents. 
plus young acrobats from China and ballet 
dancers from Russia. 

The Pagcor website showed that "Wan. 
ders" opened last July, it will run until the 
end of this year. 

From what I hear, the show is packing 
them in. 

Itseems that Pagcor chair Efraim Genuino 
is using the well-produced show as a Pag. 
сог initial step to change the public percep 
tion of its casinos as purely gambling dens. 

In other word, Pagcor is actually selling 
fun. This, to me, is a worthwhile mass 
tourism angle. 


Coke ... 
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cilities in Cauayan (Isabela), San Jacinto 
(Pangasinan), San Fernando (Pampanga). 
Пойо and Cebu to specified CCBPI plants 
under a toll-manufacturing agreement № 
minimize redundancies in certain locations. 

А toll manufacturing agreement means 
Cosmos will be paying a certain amount to 
Coke to manufacture brands outside of the 
Coke soft drink brands like Sarsi. 

CCBPI will also transfer the production 
requirements from PhilBev Navotas plant 
to its other facility in Imus. 

Many existing CBC and PhilBev sales em. 
ployees will be redeployed to other ССВМ 
installations. Those who cannot be rede 
ployed will be given a separation package. 

As of yesterday's announcement, CCBPI di 
recily employs 7,367 people, up from 6,800 
employees. Ir still has roughly 500 slots to fill 

The company said that about 600 em: 
ployees were redeployed while another 900 
availed themselves of separation packages. 
The reorganization was estimated to be 
about 92 percent completed as of yesterday 

‘The local announcement followed the re- 
cent report filed by the American parent firm 
of CCBPI with the New York Stock Exchange 
saying it posted an 1l-percent increase in 
volume sales in the Philippines for the second 
quarter of this year as compared to a 19-per- 
cent decline during the same period in 2006. 

Late last year, San Miguel sold its entire 
65-percent stake in CCBPI to The Coca-Cola 
Co. for $590 million. 
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perception about the country and the relatively higher cost of taking. 
a vacation in the Philippines than in other countries. 


BIR schedules roadshow 
on tax amnesty program 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
will hold a roadshow outside Metro Manila 
to inform the public on the details of the tax 
amnesty law following its implementation 
on Sept. б. T 

Deputy BIR Commissioner Nelson Азре 
said revenue authorities finished seminars 
with Metro Manila-based business groups 
and professional organizations and were 
set to go to other major cities all over the 
country to discuss the recently enacted law. 

The goverment hopes to entice many 
delinquent taxpayers into applying for a tax 
amnesty to generate additional revenues 
from the imposition of amnesty fees from tax 
cheats who were considered hard to catch. 

‘The tax amnesty law grants tax delinquents 
the privilege of being free from prosecution if 
they apply for tax amnesty and pay the measly 
tax amnesty fee. Even companies or individu- 
als with pending tax cases in courts, as long: 
the cases have not been decided with finality, 
may avail themselves of the amnesty. 

‘Aspe added that the BIR was preparing to 
make available online the forms to be ac- 
complished in applying for a tax amnesty. 
‘These forms include the amnesty tax return; 
the statement of assets, liabilities and net- 
worth (SALN), and the notice of availment. 

The roadshow is scheduled to be held ini- 
tially in Baguio, Clark, Tagaytay, Legazpi 
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Tourism boom hindered by poor infra 


More hotels, flights needed to sustain growth 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


‘THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MULTIBIL- 
lion-dollar tourism industry continues to be 
hampered by severe limitations of local in- 
frastructure in the hospitality and trans- 
portation sectors, a longtime tourism advo- 
cate said yesterday. 

Because of this, the country is missing out 
on the tourism boom in the Asian region, 
caused mainly by the growing affluence of 
Chinese citizens, according to Narzalina Z. 
Lim, who heads tourism and hospitality con- 
sultancy firm Asia Pacific Projects Inc. 

She said the inadequacy of the local 
tourism industry was felt most severely in 
the hotel business where occupancy rates 
have stood close to historic highs in recent 
months, leading to periodic shortages 
which, in turn, end up deterring travelers. 

Speaking at a forum sponsored by the 
Economic Policy Reform and Advocacy think 
tank, Lim pointed out that Manila only has 
9,349 deluxe and first-class rooms at hotels 
accredited by the Department of Tourism. A 
further 1,747 rooms are available in Cebu 


‘The tax amnesty law is one of the fiscal 
reform measures intended to help put the 
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City, for a total of 11,096 rooms. 

Іп contrast, Bangkok has 59,857 deluxe 
and first-class rooms available to travelers. 
‘The Thai beach resort town of Phuket has 
another 19,574 rooms. The Indonesian re- 
sort of Bali, on the other hand, has 17,996 
deluxe and first-class rooms. 

The large supply of rooms ensures that 
the accommodation demands of tourists 
are met, while the competition among ho- 
tels helps ensure that prices are kept com- 
petitive, she explained. 

Since last year, the country has been 
swept up in the regional tourism boom, see- 
ing record-high arrivals from Korea, China, 
Japan and Taiwan. 

In 2006, Lim said that the United States 
was displaced for the first time as the coun- 
пуз biggest source of foreign arrivals by 
Korea, whose citizens flock to the Philip- 
pines to do business, to study or to go on va- 
cations. 

On top of limited accommodation, Lim 
said the growth of the industry remained 
capped by the lack of flights into the coun- 
try, lack of information abroad about the 
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government's fiscal house in order. Besides 
helping the government collect amnesty 
fees, the law is intended to help update the 
governments taxpayers’ database. 

With the SALNs and tax return of tax 
delinquents to be submitted to the BIR, the 
agency will be able to update its database 
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and plug tax leakages in the future. 

‘The law covers unsettled tax payments 
from 2005 and prior years. In applying for 
an amnesty, the applicant is expected to ac- 
curately disclose assets, liabilities and net- 
worth as of 2005. 

The standard amnesty fee is 5 percent of 
networth as of Dec. 31, 2005, for those who 
have not submitted any financial state- 
ments or SALNs as of that date. 

‘The schedule of the tax amnesty fee is as 
follows: 

For individuals, 5 percent or P50,000, 
whichever is higher. 

© For corporations with subscribed capi- 
tal of at least PSO million, 5 percent or 
P500,000, whichever is higher 

© For corporations with subscribed capi- 
tal of more than P20 million to P50 million, 
5 percent or P250,000, whichever is higher. 

* For corporations with subscribed capi- 
tal of P5 million to P20 million, 5 percent or 
P100,000, whichever is higher. 

* For corporations with subscribed capi- 
tal of below PS million, 5 percent or 
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day starting Sept. 17, Aspe said. 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES SEES ITS EX- 
port earnings expanding by 11 
percent next year, faster than the 
S-percent growth estimate for 
this year, on higher shipment of 
electronics and mining products. 

During a congressional hearing 
with the governments economic 
managers yesterday, Budget Sec- 
retary Rolando Andaya Jr said the 
projected export growth next year 
would be matched with a similar. 
‘percent growth in imports. 

He also reaffirmed the intera- 
gency Development Budget Co- 
ordination Committee's domes- 
tic economic growth target of 
6.1.6.8 percent. He said the 
proposed budget for 2008 was 
consistent with these economic 
assumptions. 

‘At the sidelines of the hear- 
ing, Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Deputy Governor Diwa Guini- 
gundo affirmed the viability of 
the 11-percent growth in export 
earnings for 2008. 

“We expect some recovery in 
electronics. There's also min- 
ing, especially in light of the 
higher investments in the min- 
ing sector,” Guinigundo said. 

For this year, the BSP's export 
growth outlook was scaled down 
to 8 percent from 11 percent as 
the country’s biggest export eam- 
er, the electronics sector, was be- 
ing forced to quote lower prices 
to sell their goods abroad. Al- 

though sales volume has not de- 
dined as global demand re- 
mained vibrant, earnings by local 
manufacturers have softened 
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The 16 th international Exposition on Food 
Processing, Packaging and Handling Machinery, 
Equipment and Technology 


Exports seen growing 
by 1196 in 2008 


due to lower selling prices. 

Augusto Santos, director gen- 
eral of the National Economic 
and Development Authority 
said the mining sector was like- 
ly to attract more foreign direct 
investments amounting to $1.6 
billion in 2008, up from $348 
million expected this year. 

"JP Morgan is looking to fi- 
nance major international min- 
ing companies which are ex- 
pected to invest in the Philip- 
pines," Santos said. 

In the first half of this year, 
the mining and quarrying sector 
expanded its output by 24.3 
percent over a year ago. 

“Exports of nickel ore from 
the southern Philippines to Chi- 
na nearly tripled in March from 
ayear earlier,” Santos said. 

He added that Lafayette Min- 
ing Ltd. was now on track to hit 
full operating capacity by the 
end of this quarter. 

‘Computed against projections 
by the BSP for this year, the 11- 
percent export growth for next 
year would yield $55.39 billion 

and the ll-percent growth in 
imports would translate to $63 
billion in expenditures for for- 
eign-made goods. The resulting 
trade deficit for next year would 
be $7.7 billion, up from this 
years forecast of $6.9 billion. 

As the county's main electron- 
ics exporss like chips and semicon- 
ductors also use imported inputs, 
the import bill is also widely influ- 
enced by the export performance. 

In 2006, export earings 
grew^14.6 percent while im- 
ports went up by 10.6 percent. 
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country as a tourism destination, the limit- 
ed number of tourism destinations, nega- 
tive perception about the country and the 
relatively higher cost of taking a vacation in. 
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= Nestle Ice Cream 
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FOOD & DRINKS ASIA 


The Eleventh International Exposition on’ 
Specialty Foods, Delicatessen, Confectionery. 
Beverages, Beers, Wines & Spirits. 
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FOOD FRANCHISING 


The Eleventh International Food" 
Franchising and Business 
Systems Exposition. 


Cs 
Foppseay 


FOODSERY ASIA 


The Seventh International Exposition. 
‘on Foodservice, Catering Systems 
‘supplies, Equipment and Technology. 


46th National Convention. 
Fond Technology 2007: Better Food for All 
Sept 3-5, 2007 
Organized by: К 
Trade: 
Information. 
Marketing & 
Exhibitions, Inc. 


Philippine Association of 
Food Technologists, Inc. 


www.afex.com.ph 


Attire: BUSINESS 

(NO Shorts! Sandos/ Sandals) 
BELOW 18 yrs. old are 
NOT ALLOWED entry. 
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Bernanke should stick to his guns 


А FATHER PASSING BY HIS SON'S 

„bedroom was surprised to see an en- 
‘velope propped up on the pillow ad- 

‘dressed to DAD. Dreading the worst, 
he opened the envelope with trem- 
bling hands and read the letter. 

Dear Dad, it is with regret and 

deep sorrow that I am writing to 
you. 1 had to elope with my new 
“ girlfriend because I wanted to avoid 
‚а scene with you and Mom. I have 
found true love with Maricor and 
she is so nice, Вш knew you would 
not approve of her because of all 
her piercing, tattoos, tight motorcy- 
„dle clothes and the fact that she is 
Tmuch older than I am. But it's not 
only love, she's pregnant. 

Maricor says we will be very hap- 
py. She owns a trailer in the woods 
and has a stock of firewood for the 

‘winter, We dream of having many 

‘more children. She has opened my 
.eyes to the fact that marijuana 
doesn't really hurt anyone. We'll be 
growing it ourselves and trading it 
for cocaine and ecstasy. 

In the meantime, we pray that sci- 
„ence will find a cure for AIDS so that 
she can get better. She deserves it. 
Don't worry Dad. I'm 15 and I know 
howto take care of myself. Someday, 
"Тат sure we'll be back so that you 
can getto know your grandchildren. 
Your loving son, John. 

PS. Dad, none of the above is 
үче. Lam over at Tommy's house. Г 
“just wanted to remind you there are 
‘worse things in life than my report 
card. It is in the center drawer. I 
love you. Call me when it's safe to 
‘come home. 


Stocks jumped on Friday after 
BERNANKE pledged that the cen- 
tral bank would keep financial mar- 
kets stable and the Bush adminis- 
tration offered help to consumers 
_ hurt by the subprime mortgage cri- 
sis. BERNANKE discussed the re- 
"cent turmoil in credit, mortgage 
‘and financial markets and again im- 
-plied that the central bank was pre- 
pared to cut rates, if needed. 

He said that the housing down- 
-farn had been sharp and has been 
Syesponsible for reducing the annual 
"ate of growth over the past 18 
months. He acknowledged how this 
had impacted financial markets, 
"which have struggled all summer 
amid investors' worries about these 
issues. 
^ He said that the economic picture 
‘was more uncertain going forward 
‘and that the FED would continue to 


MR. BEARBULL 


Ron Natban 


monitor it and adjust policy as 
needed. 

But he also added that the FED is 
not responsible for bailing out bad 
decisions and stepping in every 
time a hedge fund got into trouble. 
He stated that they are already 
watching the consumer and that is 
where they are going to be more 
compassionate. 

However, BERNANKE fell short 
of telling consumers and stock in- 
vestors what they were hoping to 
hear, namely that the FED will cut 
its short-term rate at its next policy 
meeting on Sept. 18. 

The FED has already cut the dis- 
count rate, which affects bank 
loans, and injected billions of dol- 
lars into the banking system as a 
means of keeping liquidity afloat. 

But the central bank may not be 
willing to cut the FED's fund rate, 
which affects consumer loans, un- 
Jess the economy slows down 
enough to warrant it. 

Tt might be helpful at this point to 
highlight the responsibilities of the 
FED. Its prime job is monetary poli- 
cy, which means making sufficient 
liquidity available at all times and 
this he is doing on a generous scale. 

Secondly, to adjust interest rates 
to prevent inflation from rising 
above a comfortable level. At the 
moment, there is still some concern. 
on the "core deflator,” which ex- 
cludes food and energy. If taken in- 
to account, inflation is over the 
comfort level so an interest-rate cut 
is not justified. 

‘Thirdly, he must adjust interest 
rates to prevent the economy from 
going into a depression but there is 
no sign of this happening. 

Personal incomes and spending 
both rose more than expected in Ju- 
ly and core inflation grew less than 
expected. The index of manufactur- 
ing in the Midwest rose from 53.4 
to 53.8 when economists expected 
it to contract. Factory orders rose 
from 1 percent in June to 3.7 per- 
cent in July and consumer senti- 

ment improved slightly from 83.3 
to 83.4. Profits in the second quar- 
ter rose 11.1 percent year on year. 

None of this suggests a recession 


soa rate cutis not justified. Jobs cre- 
ated in August are expected to rise 
from 92,000 to 120,000. 1 think he 
should hold fast and not cut rates. 

President Bush outlined plans to 
abbreviate the problems of families 
hit by higher mortgage rates but 
they are so vague that few people 
understand or approve them. He 
will suspend the tax liability to low- 
income foreclosure victims but by 
definition, they pay little no tax, so 
it doesn't do them much good. 

‘The President will increase the 
help offered by the Federal Housing 
Authority to troubled borrowers by 
expanding the poolof borrowers who 
can apply to the FHA to refinance 
their mortgages. He wants to change 
the code whereby people are taxed 
when they refinance their homes. 

The Democrats wanted Freddie 
Mac and Fannie Mae to be allowed 
to increase the limits set by the gov- 
ernmentso that these two organiza- 
tions could help those families who 
were in dire distress. As the 
Democrats sponsored this obvious 
solution, Bush decided to ignore it. 
Many foreclosures stem from the 
use of adjustable rate mortgages, 
which have low interest rates for 
two or three years, then rise to а 
considerably higher level. 

Philippine companies should not 
be affected by what is happening in 
the US but as global stock ex- 
changes follow Wall Street, they are 
affected whenever the valuation of 
their stocks plunge following a 
sharp decline in the DOW. 

"The second quarter GDP of 7.5 
percent is due largely to expenditure 
оп the mid-term election as well as 
roads, bridges and schools. It will 
decline in the 3rd and 4th quarters 
and already, imports and exports are 
falling together with remittances. 

The latter should pick up ahead 
of Christmas but the rate of increase 
compared with last year has 
dropped significantly. The strong 
peso makes exporting harder and 
remittances less valuable. I expect 
volatility to continue, especially up 
till Sept. 19 when the FED decision 
will be known here. 

MERALCO fell sharply after J.P. 
MORGAN downgraded the shares 

from overweight to neutral after 
the rate increase of P1.17 per kWh 
was 15 percent less than expected. 
The A and B shares will be merged 
into one class and а 1- for- 10 
stock split is — imminent. 
(nathan.ronald@gmail.com) 


Basic out to raise P2B in '08 share offer 


By Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


PUBLICLY LISTED BASIC ENERGY СОВР, 

formerly Basic Petroleum Corp., aims to 
raise P2 billion from an additional offer- 
ing of shares early next year, it said in its 
disclosure to the stock exchange yester- 
„day. 

Basic Energy has tapped BDO Capital 
and Investment Corp. to be its financial 
„advisor. 

The energy company plans to use the 
proceeds to fund various projects like the 
exploration and development of energy 
„resources, including geothermal energy, 
wind and other alternative and renew- 
able energy, as well as mining ventures. 

"7 Опе such project is the integrated 
ethanol plant in Gutalac, Zamboanga del 
Norte. 

‚_ Once it becomes operational sometime 
in 2009, the plant is expected to produce 
200,000 liters of ethanol a day. 

‘This is in line with the Biofuels Act, 
which mandates the blending of at least 5 
„percent ethanol with motor vehicle gaso- 

line by 2009. 

Basic Energy also said it had secured its 
board's approval for the proposed in- 
crease in authorized capital stock to P2.5 
billion, consisting of 10 billion shares, 
from P500 million, or 2 billion shares. 

The board has authorized management 
to set the private placement terms with 
existing stockholders and prospective 
strategic investors for the subscription of 
a total of 2 billion shares at a par value of 
25 centavos a share, to comply with re- 
quirements of the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission's minimum sub- 
scribed and paid up shares out of the total 
increase in capital. 

The board also authorized manage- 
ment to file an application for a stock 
“rights offer with the stock exchange, im- 
“mediately after the SEC approves the cap- 
ital increase. 

Under the planned stock rights, one 
«share will be offered for every two shares 
held at the same par value price of 25 cen- 
favos a share. 


É, The board has designated BDO Capital- 


and Investment Corp. as the same finan- 
cial advisor for the rights offer. 
Basic Energy also disclosed that it has 
named former National Power Corp. pres- 
 jdent Jesus Alcordo as director. 
2 Alcordo is expected to help the compa- 
Shy pursue various energy projects. 


After Multitech makeover, 
mining firm will emerge 


LISTED INVESTMENT FIRM 
Multitech Investments Corp. has 
obtained shareholder approval to 
reinvent itself into a mining firm. 

Afer the business makeover, 
Multitech will become "Min- 


cept investments or subscriptions 
to the increase in capital stock by 
way of a private placement—or 
аз stock rights offer. The board 
also obtained authority to issue 
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Productivity stagnant 
in SE Asia, ПО says 


PRODUCTIVITY IN SOUTH- 
east Asia has been nearly 
stagnant over the last decade, 
with workers producing only 
а seventh of the wealth com- 
pared to their counterparts in. 
developed economies, a UN 
agency said yesterday. 
Productivity in Southeast 
Asia and the Pacific rose at an 
annual average of only 1.6 
percent between 1996 and 
2006, compared with East 
Asia, where workers now 
produce twice as much as 
they did 10 years ago—the 
fastest rise anywhere in the 
world, the International La- 


ance between productivity 
and employment rise. 

In East Asia, each worker 
produced $12,591 (euro9,187) 
of wealth in 2006, from $6,347. 
(euro4,631) in 1996. 

“Development in South- 
east Asia and the Pacific has 
been less impressive than 
East Asia," the report said. 
"Nevertheless, the region has 
profited from the economic 
boom in China and India and 
the good economic perfor- 
mance of most developed 
economies in recent years." 

In South Asia, productivity 
was eight times less than in 


bor Organization said. rich countries, according to 
Each worker in the region the report. The good news is 
produced $9,419 — (eu. there are less poor Asian 


workers. 

‘The study included eight of 
11 Southeast Asian coun- 
tries: Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thai- 
land and Vietnam. East Asia 
includes China, Hong Kong, 
South Korea and Taiwan. 

South Asia encompasses 
Bangladesh, India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. AP 


106,873) in 2006, or 3.5 per- 
cent more than in 2005, but 
just slighüy higher than 
$8,068 (ешго5,887) pro- 
duced 10 years ago, said the 
ILO’s report, "Key Indicators 
ofthe Labor Market." 
Unemployment is higher 
than before the Asian eco- 
nomic crisis of 1997, the ILO 
said, stressing the impor- 
tance to find the right bal- 


Mattel recall 
batters China's 
reputation 


GUANGZHOU, CHINA—AS HUNDREDS OF 
blue, green and yellow plastic toy keyboards 
roll off an assembly line at the Song Yih 
Group factory, a team of quality control 
workers examines each one. 

Posters hanging in work stations show 
snapshots of what the keyboards bound for 
Japan should look like. Arrows point to ar- 
‘eas that need special attention, Brief notes 
remind the inspectors what to check. 

Amid an international furor over recalls 
of Chinese-made products, factories like 
the Song Yih plant say ensuring quality is 
nota new fad for them. 

“We do our own product testing here,” 
said Ming Tsung Lu, manger of the Tai- 
wanese-owned plant in Guangzhou, an in- 
dustrial city in southern China's Pearl River 
Delta. “You've got to do it, or else you'll 
have big trouble, like Mattel did." 

Major US toymaker Mattel Inc. has re- 
called millions of Chinese-made Barbie play 
sets, Polly Pocket dolls, Batman figures and 
other toys because of safety problems, one of 
the largest in a series of recalls and allega- 
tions of shoddy practices that have put Chi- 
nese manufacturers on the defensive. 

‘The Chinese government is trying to re- 
deem the “Made in China” label and shore up 
ап export sector that accounts for a huge 
chunk of the economy. The sprawling industri- 
al zones in the Pearl River Delta, which turned 
China into the world's workshop, are at the 
epicenter of this campaign. Many manufactur- 
ers remain confident that China can weather 
the storm. The recent problems are unlikely to 
drive business to other Asian nations, such as 
Vietnam and Malaysia, several said. 

“Very few countries can do what we do,” 
said Boding Wang, deputy general manager of 
Fook Lung Electroplating Ltd., which operates 
a factory in Guangzhou that puts shiny plating 
on bathroom fixures, jewelry and other items. 

Mattel, while defending its operations in 
China, also is stepping up unannounced 
random testing of its Chinese suppliers and 
will test every batch of products before they 
leave the factory. 

“No system is perfect,” Robert Eckert, 
chair and CEO of Mattel said in a confer- 
ence call with the media last month. 
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barriers. 


HONG KONG—AN AIRBUS A380 
cruised past Hong Kong's famed 
skyline twice yesterday in a bid to 
drum up sales in Asia for the world’s 
largest passenger jet. 

‘The giant aircraft arrived in Hong 
Kong late Sunday, a day after it 
scraped its wing on an airport 
building in Bangkok. 

Airbus Chief Commercial Officer 
John Leahy said the aircraft cruised 
past at 1,300 feet (400 meters) 
Monday and will drop down to 
1,000 (300 meters) during a similar 
promotional flight Tuesday. 

The wide-body, 555-seat plane is 
visiting Hong Kong to coincide with 
the Asian Aerospace 2007 air show, 
which runs from Monday to Thursday. 

In Bangkok on Saturday, the 
plane scraped its left wing tip on a 
hangar at Suvarnabhumi Airport 
while taxiing in preparation for a 
demonstration flight. 


million Hong Kon 
million; euro9.4 milli 


ways and 


according to its website. 


“We all realize that the stakes are 
AP high. Time is running out,” said 


Officials said the hangar's door 
had not been designed for the 
plane’s unusually long wingspan. 

The A380 had already visited 
more than 45 airports worldwide 
by late-August, and more than 70 
airports will be ready for the plane 
by 2011, Airbus said earlier. 

‘The plane has been to Hong Kong 
twice previously, once in November to 
test the city’s airport facilities and in 
March as part of a promotional tour. 

Hong Kong's airport spent 100 
dollars ($13 
) on modifi- 
cations, including widening taxi- 
upgrading parking 
stands, to accommodate the A380, 


Airbus has said 14 customers 
have either placed orders for or 
committed to buying a total of 173 
А3805, with clients including Sin- 
gapore Airlines, Emirates Airlines 
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Global stocks cool off after rally 


HONG KONG—ASIAN STOCK MARKETS 
took a breather yesterday with Tokyo's 
Nikkei slipping on fresh concerns about the 
economy, and the yen traded in a small 
range in a session likely to be dulled by the 
US Labor Day holiday. 

Merger news was expected to help Euro- 
pean stocks extend recent gains, with in- 
dexes in Britain, Germany and France seen 
opening firmer. Gaz de France and Suez 
have unveiled revised terms of an 18- 
month-old merger plan. 

‘The underlying tone in Asian markets 
was generally positive after US President 
George W. Bush and Federal Reserve Chair 
Ben Bernanke both talked about tackling a 
credit problem that had gripped financial 
markets. 

Bush announced on Friday proposals in- 
tended to prevent homeowners from de- 
faulting on risky mortgages, while 
Bernanke said the Fed would take neces- 
sary steps to shelter the economy from tur- 
moil in financial markets. 

"Bernanke's and Bush's comments were 
quite positive, but we still need to look at 
US economic indicators and determine 
how much the economy is slowing down," 
said Kim Heong-hwan, a strategist at Woori 
Investment and Securities. "Until we can 
have more confidence, the markets will 
trade in a boxed range." 

Ву early yesterday afternoon, MSCI's 
measure of Asia Pacific stocks excluding 
Japan was up 0.5 percent at a three-week 
high. 


sador to Арес. 
The 2l-state Pacific rim 


‘which we can all compete. 


and Qantas. 

Airbus is scheduled to deliver its 
first A380 to Singapore Airlines on 
Oct. 15, a delay of more than a year 
due to production problems. 

The plane will fly to South Korea 
on Wednesday to complete its Asian 
tour before returning to Airbus 
headquarters in Toulouse, France. 

Leahy said he expects Chinese 
airlines to order 113 A380s over the 
next 20 years, and an average of 
100-150 Airbus aircraft each year in 
the next five years. 

Demand for airplanes in China is. 
expected to surge in coming years 
asthe economy grows. 

Airbus and its US rival Boeing Со. 
say they expect China to become 
the world's second-biggest aircraft 
market after the United States, with 
airlines buying 1,900 to 2,600 
planes total in the next two 
decades. AP 


David Spencer, Australia's ambas- 


which includes China, Japan and the 
United States, accounts for nearly 50 
percent of world trade and 56 percent 
of global gross domestic product. 

In the draft statement, obtained 
by AFP the leaders "pledge to push 
hard for the progress necessary to 
ensure the Doha Round negotiations 
enter their final phase this year.” 

“The negotiations offer unparal- 
leled potential to lower barriers to 
trade and to create a freer, fairer 
and more secure global market in 


But a senior Southeast Asian offi- 
cial involved in the preparatory 
meetings for the Sydney summit said 
the statement lacked punch because 
it does not give concrete commit- 


Asia generally 
positive in outlook, 
analysts say 


‘The index had rallied 3.8 percent last week 
and was now about 18 percent above a five- 
month trough plumbed on Aug. 17, but still 6 
percent below its July 24 record high. 

Tokyo's Nikkei eased 0.3 percent, 
weighed by data showing Japanese firms 
unexpectedly cut capital spending by 4.9 
percent in April-June from the same 2006 
quarter. 

‘Also under pressure, Hong Kong's Hang 
Seng Index, fell 0.9 percent, recoiling from 
a record high hit in the previous session. 
Other major markets in the region were flat 
to modestly firmer. 

“Investors are puzzled about the direc- 
tion of the market, but financial markets 
have been rebounding so fast no one wants 
to miss out on the action, so stocks with 
news like China Eastern are doing well,” 
said Steve Cheng, associate director at 
Shenyin Wanguo. 

‘China Eastern Airlines nearly doubled in 
value to a record after Singapore Airlines 
and its parent Temasek agreed to buy a 
combined 24 percent stake in the Chinese 
airline for $918 million and Singapore Air- 
lines shares climbed 1.6 percent. 

Investors also snapped up Australia's 


Asia-Pacific chiefs bid to revive trade talks 


SYDNEY—ASIA-PACIFIC LEADERS 
will this week press for the urgent 
revival of deadlocked world trade 
talks and urge crucial concessions 
from the major players, according 
toa draft statement seen Monday. 
Hailing upcoming negotiations in 
Geneva as an “unparalleled” oppor- 
tunity to make progress, the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation fo- 
rum (Арес) will make a last-ditch 
appeal to sparring trade nations. 
The appeal comes with key nego- 
tiators due to gather for intensive 
discussions this week in Geneva 
aimed at sealing an agreement that 
would save the Doha round of 
World Trade Organization (WTO) 
talks on breaking down global trade 


ments that can break the impasse. 

“No one is saying what they are 
prepared to concede,” said the 
source, who asked not to be named. 

The Doha round of talks, 
launched in 2001, has been dead- 
locked as emerging market and de- 
veloping countries demand lower 
tariffs for their goods exported to 
industrialized nations. 

Rich countries are meanwhile 
seeking greater access for industrial 
products in emerging and develop- 
ing nations. 

‘Apec groups Australia, Brunei, 
Canada, Chile, China, Hong Kong, 
Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, 
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, 
Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philip- 
pines, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Thailand, the United States and 
Vietnam. AFP 
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VISITORS look at the model of Airbus A380 
atthe booth during the Asian Aerospace 
International Expo in Hong Kong. 
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Leighton Holdings, driving the share up 6: 
percent, after the construction firm said, 
would buy a stake in Dubai-based 
Habtoor Engineering to expand in the lu- 
crative Gulf market. 

But caution ahead of key US data due 
this week as well as a Thursday policy-sét- 
ting meeting at the European Central Bank 
kept the yen in a tight range. 

The dollar bought about 116 yen, їр 
slightly from late US levels, while the euro 
fetched 158.35 yen. 

The single currency was little changed at 
51.3645. 

The high-yielding Australian dollar 
climbed above 82.20 US cents after a batch. 
of economic data reinforced expectations 
the country’s central bank would keep а 
bias towards raising interest rates. 

Safe-haven Japanese govemment bonds 
(GBs) stayed under pressure after Friday's fall 
and ahead of a 10-year note auction this week. 

The yield on the 10-year JGB climbed 
three basis points to a two-week high of 
1.635 percent. 

London Brent crude put on 21 cents to 
$72.90 on worries a potentially catastroph- 
ic Category 5 storm in the Atlantic Ocean 
may disrupt supply, while spot gold held 
above $672 an ounce after Friday's rally. 

“I don't think the subprime problem has 
resolved and the markets concerns stay, 
but the US president and the Fed clearly re- 
lieved the market, which helped lift gold," 
said Tatsuo Kageyama, analyst at Kanetsu 
Asset Management. Reuteis 


Japan's capital 
investment 
fell in Q2 


TOKYO—CAPITAL INVESTMENT ВУ 
Japanese companies fell in the three months 
to June for the first time in 17 quarters, raising. 
fears for the economy as a whole as the service 
industry faltered, data showed Monday. 

The surprisingly weak figures led some 
analysts to speculate that Japan's Gross DQ- 
mestic Productas a whole may contract and. 
further reduced expectations that the Bank 
of Japan would soon raise super-low inter- 
est rates. 

But some experts cautioned that one-off 
factors were behind the sharp slip. 

The finance ministry said that compa- 
nies, excluding the financial sector, re- 
duced capital spending by 4.9 percent in 
the three months to June compared with 
theyear earlier. 

The results of the survey are used to cal- 
culate revisions in the GDP for the second 
quarter. Japan releases its revised growth 
figures next Monday. 

їп the preliminary estimate released last 
month, the government said the world's 
second largest economy grew by a mere 0.1 
percent in the quarter to June, or 0.5 per- 
cent on an annual basis 

Ifthe revision turns out a negative figure, 
it would be the first contraction in 20 quar- 
ters for Japan, which is experiencing its 
longest expansion since World War II as it 
recovers from recession in the 1990s. 

“Given the unexpectedly weak quarterly 
result, the possibility now seems high that 
the real GDP figure will be revised down to 
reflect a contraction,” said Junichi Makino, 
Daiwa Institute of Research senior 
economist. 

But he added that more data needed to 
be seen, with some analysts saying a 
change in sample size likely altered the re- 
sult of the survey. Т 

The finance ministry surveyed 24,706 
companies with capital funding of more 
than 10 million yen ($86,300) and received 
replies from 77.5 percent of them. 

Capital investment by the non-manufac 
turing industry dropped a particularly 
sharp 13.1 percent in the quarter, wit 
weakness namely in the services and the re 
alestate sectors. AFI 


Airbus A380 flies by Hong Kong skyline to drum up sales: 
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How to keep your employees happy & loyal 


ONE OF THE KEYS IN ENJOYING GOOD 
business is keeping your employees happy. 
Their happiness lies in a healthy working еп- 
vironment, fulfillment on the job, and per- 
haps most importantly, on the benefits they 
receive from the company they serve. After 
all, nothing beats the feeling of an employee 
who knows that he is valued by his employer. 
‘A benefit such as insurance is also part of 
the positive environment because it makes 
employees feel secure about their worth in 
the company. Consequently, they will also 
value their employer not only as a partner at 
work but also in life. 

For these companies, the correct answer is 
always to provide life insurance that caters to 
their people's needs. At best, companies will 


ATRUE BLOODED RAHA 

August is Rotary Membership Month. Senator. 
Gregorio B. Honasan officially joined in the roster 
of elite members of the Rotary Club of Raha Su- 
layman-Manila, the 3rd oldest club in Manila. The 
Senator best exemplifies the rotary motto, ‘Ser- 
місе Above Self’. Pinning the official club pin to 
Senator Honasan is RCRSM Sharing Club presi- 
dent Jonathan ‘Jon’ Teng. RCRSM has been in 


choose First Life's Group Insurance because 
of its flexibility, relevance, and timeliness. 
Plus, First Life's agents foster excellent rela- 
tionships with their policy holders. 

First Life offers three Group Insurance 
products: Group Yearly Renewable Term, 
Group Creditor Life Insurance, and Group 
Mortgage Redemption Insurance. 

The Group Yearly Renewable Term is high- 
ly advisable for business organizations, par- 
ticularly corporations which provide benefits 
to their employees. 

‘The Group Creditor's Life Insurance is de- 
signed to insure persons with established 
credit in banks, lending firms or other finan- 
cial institutions. This is advisable specifically 
forsmall loans with a term up to one year. 
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With the Group Mortgage Redemption In- 
surance, debtors having a big loan amount 
and with long-term length of mortgage, usu- 
ally five to 25 years, will find a perfect solu- 
tion. 

With 1st Life, not only does it provide com- 
panies with the most competitive group in- 
surance products, it also has the agents who 
will see to it that everybody's needs are met 
and satisfied. Indeed, as the country's leading 
life insurance company, 1st Life commits it- 
self to delivering competitive world-class in- 
surance products and services that evolve 
and keep in step with the every-changing 
needs of families and employees. 

Tor inquiries kindly 
wwwhirstlife.com.ph or call 893-3024 


visit 


the forefront of community service for 33 years 
"Continuing a Legend, Innovating a Legacy is the 
 béttlecry theme of club president Jon this year for the club. With the addi- 
tion of Senator Honasan to the club, the club is certain to “innovate some- 
thing for the future generations’ as their services goes nationwide, 


Maybank Philippines re- 
cently awarded its first 
batch of Tiger Book Prize 
retipients in a simple. 
turnover ceremony at 
the Ateneo de Manila 
Univeristy, a top ипмег- 
sity inthe country. Cited 
as Maybank Tiger Book 
Prize Awardees for Academic Year 
2007-2008 are (3rd and 4th from ett) 
Jon Henri Ma and Leonard Chua, in- 
‘coming juniors of the Management 
Engineering Program under the John 


MAYBANK AWARDS TIGER BOOK PRIZE 


RECIPIENTS 


the John Gokunigwei School of Man- 
agement, Ateneo de Manila University, 
Dr. Darwin Yu, Ateneo Finex coach; Mr. 
Eduardo R. Carreon, senior vice presi- 
dent for Maybank: Dr. Venus C. Ibarra. 


ing to today’s increasingly health- 
conscious consumers. Ideal Aus- 
tralia Harvest Instant Oats & Quick- 
Cooking Oats are made from 100 
percent Premium West Australian 
‘Mortlock Oats - the oat variety that 
has the highest level of dietary fiber, 
minerals and protein - and provides 
all the goodness and flavor of oats, 
naturally. Oatmeal is rich in soluble 
fiber which lowers cholesterol and 
normalizes blood sugar levels and, 
if taken regularly as a part of a low- 
fat, low-cholesterol diet and exer- 
cise, helps reduce the risk of heart 
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Australia Harvest Еа | 
Oatmeal launches КӨ o i 
new packaging Р Sd 
IDEAL AUSTRALIA HARVEST 
Instant Oats & Quick-Cooking Oats diseases. Ideal Australia Harvest. 
пом come їп а new packaging that Oatmeal offers the widest line of 
is more contemporary and appeal- oatmeal products which include In- 


stant Oats, Quick-cooking Oats, 
Rolled Oats, Oat Bran and Honey 
Toasted Muesli, ай of which are. 
available in ай айп supermarkets 
and groceries nationwide. Ideal 
Australia Harvest Oatmeal products. 
are perfectas breakfast porridge. or 
they can be used in cookies, cakes 
and other appetizing recipes. For 
distributorship or any question 
‘bout Ideal Australia Harvest Oat- 
‘meal products, сай ideal Macaroni 
а Spaghetti Factory Inc t 282- 
3333, 283-6656 and 281-4665 or 
етай at info@idealmacaroni.com 


chair ot the Department of Finance and 
‘Accounting; and Noli А. Ortiz, head of 
corporate айа, Maybank 


Gokongwei School of Management. 
‘Aso present бипп the awarding are 
(from left Dr. Rodolfo P. Ang, Dean of 


THE MEDICAL CITY, US HEALTHCARE INK MOA 
Marking yet another — 

medical milestone for Е ET 
Philippine medical 
tourism, United Spe- 
байыз Healthcare Inc 
(Ushi) recently sioned a 
memorandum of agree- 
ment with The Medical. 
City, located at Ortigas 
Avenue in Pasig city, to 
promote the Philipines 


as a premier medical destination for 
Filipinos based abroad and othe! 
tourists, offering high-quality ser- 
vice, using cutting-edge technology. 
‘TMC's initial marketing effort, headed 
by Margaret A. Bengzon, vice-presi- 
dent, strategic group of TMC, was а 
roadshow to different states in the 
US to promote the Philippines and 
ТМС. A formidable alliance, TMC and 


Richard Gutierrez, the. 
country's most popular 
matinee idol and one of 
PGA Cars most valued 
clients, checks out 
with Miguel Coyiuto 
(left), president of PGA 
Cars, the latest model 
offerings of Audi and 
Porsche including the 
newly revealed Audi 
‘two-door sports coupe 
~ the Audi SS, during 
the recently concluded 
‘ist Philippine International Motor 
Show held at the World Trade Cen- 
ter. The motor show was organized 
by the Chamber of Automotive Man- 
ufacturers of the Philippines Inc 
(Campi), the official association of 


‘Texas-based company Global Health 
Sources recently heid its first Alied 
Medical Professions Career Orienta- 
on at The Pearl Manila, which was 
‘Geared at helping Filipino medical pro- 
fessionals become gamtully employed 
inthe US. The event was held in col- 
Taboration with Global Success Nurs- 
ing Review Center and Speech Central, 
hich was tapped by the company for 
its comprehensive English language 
Темен for medical professionals who 
Want to work abroad. The orientation 
Was graced by US Sen. Carlos Uresti 
of Texas (4th from left author of sev- 
eral bills pushing for better healthcare. 
Services for children and senior cit- 
Zens in the US, who commended the 
tompany's efforts in deploying health- 


Ushi wil help make a diference in 
Philippine Medical Tounsm with the 
goal of providing patients the пом 
healthcare and wellbeing they de- 
serve without spending therr Ме sav- 
ings away. For more information on 
The Medical City's joint efforts with 
USHI log on to TMC website at 

www themedicalcity.com and USH!'S 
website at www.ushcare.net. 


RICHARD GUTIERREZ VISITS THE IST PIMS 


legitimate automotive importers and 
assemblers in the country. PGA 
Cars is the sole importer and dis- 
tributor of Audi and Porsche vehi- 
cles in the Philippines, and isa 
bonafide member of Campi. 


care professionals, most specially 
nurses, in countless hospitals and 
‘medica facilities across America 
where Filipinos extend heir mush 
sought-after competent and compas- 
sionate service. With Sen. Uresti are 
board members of Globe Health Re- 
sources USA, Speech Central English 
Reviews and Global Success Nursing 
Review Center and representatives. 
from the Medical Center, Manila and 
Emilio Aguinaldo College. Speech 
Central and Global Success Nursing 
Review Center are located at the 3rd 
Floor Carmen ! Bldg #342 Sen. Gil 


Puyat Ave., Pasay City For more intor- 


mation about the Globe Health em- 
ployment program, or the IELTS re- 
View, сай (02}556-1134 and 35. 


Stay trim with C2 Green Tea Apple Lite 
UNIVERSAL ROBINA CORP (URC) PRESENTS 
the newest cool and clean light drink in town: C2 
Green Tea Apple Ше! It has the same refreshing 
and tasty flavor of your favorite C2 Green Tea 
Apple now made even lighter in a sugar-free, 
low-calorie variant. C2 Green Tea Apple Lite con- 
tains Sucralose, a BFAD-approved sweetener 
that gives it а deliciously sweet taste minus the 
‘sugar. And it has only 10 calories per serving. so 
you don't have to worry about your diet. I's all 
tasty, all healthy apple with no sugar. Aside from apple, C2 Green Tea Lite 
also comes in green tea plain and lemon flavors. So be healthy the deli- 
cious way with C2 Green Tea Lite, available in supermarkets. nationwide. 


New cookie variant from Galinco 
GRAND ALPHATECH INTERNATIONAL CORP 
(Galinco), makers of Chips Delight Chocolate 
Chip cookies and Smileys Sandwich cookies. 
adds another new and exciting variant, introduc- 
ing Chips Delight Mini Butter Oatmeal Chocolate 
Chip cookies. It is a combination of richness 
taste of butter, the sweetness of chocolate chips 
and the chewiness of oatmeal in easy-to-pop 
bite size pieces. This product is available in 130- 
gram re-sealable zip lock party pack pouch and 
in 35gram pack. Available at all leading super- 
markets and convenience stores nationwide. 


Prestige living at One Rockefeller Residences 


WARMTH, SOPHISTICATION 

and style plus the prestige of hav- 
ing a Makati City address charac- 
terize One Rockefeller, the newest 
residential condominium project 
of Step One Property Builders’ 

Inc. One Rockefeller Residences is 
a five-story residential condomini- 
um consisting of 20 studio units 
and 12 two-bedroom units. One 
‘commercial unit is situated at the 
ground floor. Located at Rocke- 
feller Street in Makati City, resi- 
dents of Sopbi's new themed de- 
velopment are just a few minutes 
away from the city’s major com- 
mercial, entertainment, dining and 
business establishments. And just 
like the developer's other projects, 
it comes with a very affordable 


JARDINE DISTRIBUTION INC 
(Dist), the official distributor of 
leading soil termiticide Lentrek TC, 
recently launched its newest soll 
termiticide brand, HomeTrek TC. 
‘The move to replace LentrekTC 
with HomeTrek TC is part of the 
company's continuing efforts to 
improve product offerings in the 
market. An ideal pre and post con- 
struction зой treatment regimen, 
HomelTrek TC provides a strong 
barrier to stop termites from enter- 
ing houses or buildings, and caus- 
ing damage to wood and other fur- 
niture. Meanwhile, the company 
wil continue to sell Lentrek TC until 
supplies last while cautioning the 
public against possible proliferation 
of fake Lentrek TG that might prolif- 


Jardine Distribution launches HomeTrel 
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payment scheme which makes. 
owning a unit a lot easier. Step 
One Property Builders Incisa 
leading developer of branded resi- 
dential developments. For in- 
quiries, call 891-3371, 891-5554, 
891-5511 or 8915551. 


erate to take advantage of this de- 
velopment. HomeTrek TC is avail- 
able in 3 sizes: 1 Gallon, 1 Liter and 
240ml. For more information on 

the new product, call Jardine Dis- 
tribution Inc at tel. nos. 843-6011 
10 15. Beware of fake Lentrek TC! 
Shouid you suspecta fake product 
being peddled to you, call engineer 
Lunas at 0920-910 ANAY (2629). 
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Editor Aries Espinosa. 


ASIAN SPIRIT AIRLINES BAGS AWARD FROM АРЕА. 


For the exemplary performance in 
the aviation industry, Asian Spirit 
Airlines was named as “Most Out- 
standing Airline during the recent 
15th Annual Asia Pacific Excellence 


TOYOTA FINANCIALS 5TH. 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) 
Governor Amando Tetangco, Jr. (third 
from right) joined Toyota Financial 
Services Philippines Corp (TFSPH) as 
it celebrated its five years of success- 
ful operations in the country. In this 
short span, Toyota Financial has. 
‘grown its resources to P8.7 billion as 
of June 2007 andis now ranked the. 
second largest financing company in 


At the recent induction of the 2007- 
2008 board of trustees of the Inner 
Wheel clubs of the Philippines Inc 
(IWCPI) at the Waterfront Manila 
Pavilion Hotel, guest of honor and 
speaker Antonio "Tony Meloto, Ra- 
mon Magsaysay Awardee and 
Haydee Yorac Awardee for Gawad 
Kalinga, was awarded a special tro= 


Pilipinas Ngayon Nal has been moved 
to. anew time slot every Saturday at 6 
19 7 p.m. on NBN Channel 4. Now on 
its third year of airing, the show has 
proven itself to be a catalyst for change 
‘and development since it focuses on. 
jobs generation, while serving zs a pri- 
‘mover on educational tourism projects 
of the government thus, creating а 
niche of avid viewers on a primetime 
weekend. Vibrant host is Press Under- 
secretary Robert T. Rivera from the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary who sees to 
itthe weekly show is loaded not just 
‘with valuable insights but the right 
dose of fun. Other interesting features 
are segments on educational informa- 
tion, breaking news, inspiring tales of 
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Olympus digital cameras recently 
conducted a photography lighting 
seminar at the Chino's Asian Cuisine 
їп Койо city conducted by one of the 
country's top photographers, Jay 
Alonzo. The seminar was attended by 
‘more than 50 photographers proving 
‘the budding popularity of digital pho- 
tography in the province. A photo sa- 
Чай was held the following day where. 


the photographers captured the 


OLYMPUS SPONSORS LIGHTING SEMINAR 


‘Awards (Apea). Shown receiving the 
award is Noel Ofiate, chair, Asian 
Spirit (center), Nordiana Rahim, co- 
chair of Ареа (left) and James Lee- 
Valentine, Apea chair (right). 


ANNIVERSARY 

the country according to the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. With 
Gov. Tetangco during the ceremonial 
toast are (from lett) Toyota Motor 
Philippines president Hiroshi Но, 
‘Metrobank president Arthur Ty, 
Metrobank Group chair George S.K. 
Ту, Toyota Financial Services Corpo- 
ration (Japan) president Hideto Ozaki, 
and TFSPH president Dexter Pasion, 


2007-2008 IWCPI BOARD OF TRUSTEES INDUCTION 


phy of appreciation, IWCPI 2007-08 
national president Zenaida Zeny’ 
Farcon (third from right) presented 
the award to Meloto (third from left) 
in the presence of (from left) nation- 
al secretary Gloria Ramat, founda- 
tion president Donna Jiao, past dis- 
trict chair Sofie Lee and past nation- 
al president Ely de Veyra. 


NEW PRIMETIME SLOT OF PILIPINAS NGAYON МА! 


Success, heartwarming stories with 
‘music and entertainment thrown in be- 
tween to perk up your weekend view- 
ing habit. In photo taken during the 
second anniversary celebration of the 
show were guest dignitaries, (from 
lett), Tith Sarunreth, Minister Coun- 
sselor Royal Embassy of Cambodia, As- 
sistant Secretary Jesus Terry Adevos 
of Veterans Affairs, Bing Limjuco of 
Francorp, Undersecretary Carissa 
Cruz-Evangelita of DTI, Ambassador 
Sergio Ortiz-Luis Jr of Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(РОС), Edward Fereira, Consul Gener- 
al A. H., Republic of Kazakhstan in the 
Philippines and Press Undersecretary 
and host Robert T. Rivera. 


sights and wonders of the province 
as depicted by the denizens of ойо. 
The event was organized in line with 
local photographers’ aim to further 
promote the province through travel. 
photography. Alonzo was asked by 
Olympus digital cameras in the 
Philippines to conduct the mini-leo- 
ture, being an endorser of Olympus, 
digital cameras. Photo shows Jay 
Alonzo during the seminar. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


‘TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2007 


for a health 


HEALTH-CONSCIOUS CON- 
sumers now have much to look 
forward to as Wendys Ham- 
burgers and Health Express join. 
forces to promote an affordable, 
healthy lifestyle for Filipinos. 
‘Although coming from differ- 
ent industries, these two compa- 
nies have found common 
ground in advancing the welfare 
of consumers through а syner- 
gized wellness campaign to edu- 
cate on the overall benefit of 
healthy living: through the food 
choices one makes and through 
the good habits one develops. 
Wendys marketing director, 
Irene D. Moran and Health Ex- 
press president, Anna Margarita 
Pascual, partnered together for 
this worthy endeavor expecting 
Wendy's and Health Express to 
converge their distinct markets, 
effectively widening the reach of 
their health and fitness advoca- 


‘According to Pascual, majo 
ty of Filipinos have yet to realize 
the advantages of adopting pre- 
ventive measures in addressing 
their health needs. She believes 
that by taking the right vitamins 
and supplements at an early 
age, and by developing the 
proper habits in maintaining fit- 
ness and health, that people are 
able to reap the benefit of a 
stronger mind and body later in 
life. 

Moran agrees. Wendy's Ham- 
burgers has been in the forefront 
of providing delicious and 
healthy fast food using fresh and. 
all-natural ingredients since its 
burgers first hit the griddle ‘in 
1969. The salad bars were, for 
quite a long time, pretty much 
synonymous with Wendy's since 
twas а first for a fast food chain. 
"Now you see competitors in the 
industry coming out with their 
own salad variations," she says. 
According to Moran, Wendy's is 
‘committed to remain the leader 
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A healthy partnership 


ier lifestyle 


in providing customers the 
healthier alternative in the local 
fast food scene. In fact, "Wendy's 
is the first fast food that signed 
an agreement with DOH to sup- 
port the government's decade- 
longcampaign on healthy 
lifestyle". she adds. 

Since August 2007, Wendy's 
and Health Express have started 
enjoying not just the benefit of 
continuing healthy products , 
but also availing a variety of pro- 
mos and discounts across the es- 
tablishments of both organiza- 
tion ( with Wendy's 32 branches 
around Metro Manila and 
Health Express's 17 stores na- 
tionwide). 

The Good Neighbor Guest 
Card Program allows Health Ex- 
press cardholders a 10 percent 
discount on all Wendy's regular 
food items. Student Promo gives 
students the chance to buy food 
supplements at Health Express 
like Gingko Biloba (a memory 
enhancer), Alfalfa (for better 
function of gastro internal or- 
gans) or Vitamin B at a signifi- 
cant discount for every order of 
a student value meal of Chili 
Rice and Iced Tea from Wendy's. 

In addition, Health Express 
customers bearing a P750 re- 
ceipt are entitled to a one-time 
10 percent discount on Wendy's 
delectable Salad Sensations, 
while Wendy's customers bear- 
ing a P250 receipt can avail of a 
one-time 10 percent discount on 
selected all-natural products 

from Health Express. 

This unique wellness program 
generates a new flow of con- 
sumers between the two compa- 
mies, enabling both markets to 
expand their choices for quality 
and healthy products. Through 
this common objective, Wendy's 
and Health Express are today re- 

alizing the potential of encour- 
aging the public to get into a 
healthier lifestyle. 


Effie Nafias DanCentre presents ‘Ballet Bouquet" 
‘THE EFFIE NAÑAS DANCENTRE IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ITS UPCOM- 
ing ballet concert entitied “Ballet Bouquet” to be held on Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m. 
at the Teatro Aguinaldo, Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City. Highlights of the 
‘show include a jazz number entitied Duke 101 as choreographed by James 
Laforteza, and a collection of ballet performances such as Elegance by 
Nonoy Froilan, and Clara's Dream, a story based on the popular! ‘Nutcracker 
Ballet. For more inquiries, call 633-7871 or visit the Effie Nafias DanCentre 
‘studio located at the 4th level of Shangri-ta Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong. 


CKSC Mooncake Festival 

CHIANG KAI SHEK HIGH SCHOOL BATCH '82 CELEBRATES THE 
Mooncake Festival on Sept. 9, 3 p.m. at the CKSC Auditorium. Free for 
all CKSC HS '82 alumni and their family. For further info, call Bonnie at 
0920-9083408 or Melchor Te at 252-6161 to 67 (8 a.m. to 4 p.m. only) 
or e-mail at Cksc82@yahoo.com. 


Energy Sec. Reyes graces PowerTrends 2007 
ENERGY SECRETARY ANGELO T. REYES WILL DELIVER THE KEYNOTE 
address of Powertech Business Forum and open the energy exhibition 
PowerTrends 2007 on Sept. 19, at the World Trade Center Metro | Manila, 
assisted by diplomatic guests and sponsors. The business forum and ех- 
hibition to be held on Sept. 19 to 21 has been a regular biennial event or- 
ganized by Leverage International for the Department of Energy and the 
National Power Corporation since 1995. It is a gathering of senior energy 
officials, private executives and decision makers from the energy and 
business sectors. The secretariat at Leverage International (Consultants) 
Inc may be reached at leverage@leverageinternational.com or by fax at 
(632)810-1594 or by phone (632)8: 18-6828 or (632)810-1389. 


Seattle's Best Coffee opens in Bonifacio High Street 
PEOPLE WITH DISCERNING TASTE IN COFFEE CAN NOW ENJOY A CUP 
or two of their favorite brew at Seattle's Best Coffee's newest store locat- 
ed at the metropolis’ latest happening place, Bonifacio. High Street. Situ- 
ated at Quadrant 3, the 57-seater outiet, heralded as the perfect place to 
sit back and enjoy coffee concoctions that are always smooth and bold 
and never bitter, formally opened to the public last July 6. Standing by its 
smooth-roasting philosophy for more than 36 years, ‘Seattle's Best con- 
tinues to serve guests who wouldn't settle for anything less than the truly 
distinctive and fiavorful taste of its coffee and its wide array of signature 
Seattle's Best drinks and full menu to go with their celestial brews. 


AMAzon Bazaar at Tiendesitas 

‘THE ENTREPRENEURIAL STRATEGY (ENTSTRAT) DEPARTMENT OF THE 
Ateneo Management Association (AMA) brings you the AMA | Entrepreneurial 
Challenge. One of the legs of this Entrepreneurial Challenge: would bea 
young entrepreneur's bazaar where college students from different universi- 
ties showcase their entrepreneurial skills. The challenge for the participants is 
to be one of the top three with the highest net income to get their rent ‘back. 
The AMAzon Bazaar will be a good training ground for both the organizers 
and the participants. The AMAzon Bazaar would be on Sept. 8-9at the Tien- 
desitas People's Village. Help support these young entrepreneurs by visiting 
their booths on those days. Contact Geric Reyes at 0917-8736543. 


September is Public Relations Month 

RECOGNIZING THE PR PROFESSION AND INDUSTRY AS A MAJOR CON- 
tributor to the national development and the socio-economic well-bring of 
the country, Her Excellency Gloria Macapagal Arroyo declared every Septem- 
ber as the "Public Relations Month" by issuing Proclamation No. 1357, dat- 
ed Aug. 13, 2007. As stated in the proclamation, the Public Relations Society 


OBITUARIES 


“Be at rest once more, О my soul, for the Lord bas been good ta me." Psalm 116:7 


VICTORINO A. MANALAC 


of Malolos, Bulacan 


joined his Creator & his wife TERESITA G. ESTRADA (1) 
on August 31, 2007 at the age of 85. 


His bereaved family, children Lito & Baby, Marita & Maning 
Hernandez, Marivic & John Oatley, and Freddie; grandchildren 
Paolo, Pia, Patrick, Noel & Frances, Tommy; relatives, and 
friends request your prayers for the eternal repose of his soul 


His remains lie in state at the Sanctuarium, Araneta Ave., Quezon City. 


Interment shall be on Wednesday, September 5, 2007 at Eternal Gardens, 
Balintawak after the 1 p.m. mass at Magnolia Chapel, Sanctuarium. 
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Basi 


We accept death 
notices, announc- 
ing details of the 
person's wake 
and interment. 
For a very 
affordable fee you 
can reach out to 
everyone who 
have been a part 
of the life of your 
dearly departed. 
For more 


Help of Christians Holy Hill, Wisconsin, 
‘St. Michael the Archangel Church, ......... 
Caramoan, Camarines Sur 


In Loving Memory 


First Death Anniversary of 


ASELA ALARKON TAPANG 


of Malolos City and Caramoan, Camarines Sur 
January 9, 1933 — September 4, 2006. 


Holy Masses willbe offered at the following 
churches on September 4, 2007: 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral, 

Basilica Minore, Malolos City 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, . 
Barasoain, Malolos City 


ilica of National Shrine of Mary 


Our Lady of Beautiful Love. mimes 6008: 
|. Merville, Parasaque Cit 
Notify family |.) Our Lady ofthe Assumption Church, . 6302. e 
and friends ofa | VE Malate, Manila E 
loved one who | “Ypres x: — 4 
had just passed. BRS d 025 
away. 


We, the fa 


MARIO R. USON 


who passed away in the grace of our Lord 


оп August 23, 2007 


‘wish to express our heartfelt gratitude 


5:30. am, 6:00 am. 
7:00 am., 6:00 p.m. 


Gabriel Jr., Atty. 


_— 6:00 a.m. 


LT | Greenhills. 


6:00am 


ind sincere appreciation to all those who offered Masses 


and prayers, sent flowers and message of sympathy 
‘and who in countless ways, condoled with 
‘our hour of bereavement. 


information, you 
may contact 


Inquirer 
Classifieds at 
(02)897 8425. 


у to Be preseat with the Lord.” | Secondo Ti 
owe vu ere eism eMe cs 5 E 


b goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; 
and1 shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 


peacefully returned to the loving embrace 


Her children Dr. Ma. Bernardita & Gregorio H. 


Victorio & Christine Tolentino, her sister Rosita Conde 
Lim, and her grandchildren Geegee & Jay Catral, 
George T. Gabriel, Dr. Giselle T. Gabriel, Artie S. 
Tolentino, Arvic U. Tolentino, and Joel U. Tolentino 
request your prayers for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Her remains lie in state at Santuario de San Jose, East 


Interment will be on Thursday, September 6, 2007 at 
La Loma Catholic Cemetery after the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 


Department of Labor-NCR 
Philippine Navy 


me Pieces 


of the Philippines (PRSP) will hold a public relations 
congress for the month of September every year. 
The highlight of this year's PR Month will be the. 
4th National PR Congress "Progressive" to be 
held at the Edsa Shangri-La Hotel in Mandaluy- 
ong City on Sept. 26 to 28. On Sept. 8 and 9, PRSP 
‘also organized the 2007 National PR Student Confer- 
ence and Grand Prix Competition, an inter-school contest 
оп PR planning, to be held at the Landbank Plaza, Manila. 
Register now with PRSP at tel. no. 638-0010 or telefax 638-0012. You can 
also e-mail proongress@prsp.ph or log on to www.prsp.ph. 


*Girls Just Wanna Have Рип! at Miriam College 
ALL ALUMNI OF MIRIAM COLLEGE (FORMERLY MARYKNOLL COLLEGE) 
are invited to have fun as the school celebrates its annual homecoming on 
Sept. 8, at the Miriam College school grounds, with the theme, “Girls Just 
Wanna Have Fun!" Highlighting this year's celebration are the presentation 
of the 2007 Amazing Alumni Achievers and performances from the Home- 
coming Jubilarians. A food fair, mini-bazaar and disco party with lots of 
freebies and raffle prizes are lined-up for all attendees to enjoy as well. The 
High School Silver Jubilee Class of 1982 is this year's main homecoming 
organizers. For inquiries, please call the Alumni Office at 426-0173. 


Hannspree flagship store grand opening 
HANNSPREE INC, AN INNOVATIVE MANUFACTURER OF FLAT PANEL 
televisions and accessories, will celebrate the grand opening of its flagship 
store in the Philippines on Sept. 22. Designed іп a boutique style that com- 
pliments the company's “design-centric” focus, the store is the exclusive 
carrier of a new line of lifestyle-themed LCD televisions that overturn tradi- 
tion and revolutionize how audio-visual equipment is defined. Hannspree 
with Gentle Star Trading as its partner will mark the opening of its flagship 
store at the 4th Floor of the Shangri La Plaza Mall, Shaw Blvd cor Edsa, Мап: 
daluyong City; with a 2-day exhibit on Sept. 22 to 23; at the mall's atrium. 
The store will be open to the public on the same day. For more information 
оп Hannspree or its products please visit the store at the 4th Floor of Shangri 
La Plaza Mall, Shaw Bivd cor Edsa, Mandaluyong City or call (02)687-6080. 


Sony Ericsson more shops 

MOBILE PHONE MAKER SONY ERICSSON IS BOOSTING ITS RETAIL РАЕ- 
sence with a series of shop openings across Metro Manila and Cebu. Its lat- 
est Sony Ericsson Concept Shop, located at the fourth floor, Bldg. B, of the 
'SM Медатай Cyberzone, will become the first store to boast of a lounge 
concept. Sony Ericsson is also opening shops in Ayala Center, Cebu and in 
Trinoma Май, Quezon City. Sony Ericsson Concept Shops in the Philippines 
offer mobile phones and accessories for sale, as well as phone diagnostics. 
and maintenance servicing. In Metro Manila, other Sony Ericsson Concept 
Shops are located in Digital Exchange, Level 3, Glorietta; 2/F ' Greenbelt 1 in 
Makati City; Cyberzone, SM North Edsa; SM Mall of Asia in Pasay City; and 
at the Robinson's Galleria, along ADB Avenue in Ortigas Center. 


iggest inbound tourism event countdown begins 
THE BIGGEST TOURISM MONTH CELEBRATION PRESENTS THE BACK TO 
back events of Philtoa's 18th Philippine Travel Mart (PTM) and the Philippine 
‘Travel Exchange (Phitex) in Cebu on Sept. 6, and onward to Manila on Sept. 
7 - 9. for the Philippine Travel Mart. All visitors should purchase their travel 
needs during the 18 РТМ because of the big discounts offered by airlines, 
hotels, resorts and other tourism attractions, and can be availed of only on- 
site at the 18th РТМ Travel Trade Fair. To get more info on how to avall of the 
discounts, please contact Global Visions Events and Marketing Network, the 
18th РТМ Event Management Team at 637-1257 and 635-0350. 
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Psalm 23:6 


LA-REAL CONDE de TOLENTINO 
1919 — September 1, 2007) 

widow of the late 

ARTURO M. TOLENTINO 


of her Creator. 


. Salvador C. Tolentino, Arturo 
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21 groups eye grid concession 


Transco draws bidders from 7 countries 


Budget airlines 
owe growth to RP 
developers, says 
US software exec 


MORE AND MORE LOW-COST AIRLINES 
have been taking to the skies in the past five. 
years and Filipino software developers 
have been largely behind this drive, accord- 
ing to the chief executive of a US-based in; 
formation technology service provider. 

Michael C. Dickoff, CEO of Navitaire, 
said in an interview that 70 of the firm's 85 
airline clients were no-frills carriers that 
started in business using the software sys- 
tems of the company based in Minnesota. 

Navitaire is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
global consulting firm Accenture, and spe- 
clalizes in providing end-to-end services to 
airlines. 

“We have seen dramatic growth in indi- 
vidual airlines and the entire discount air- 
line sector, and this has been largely to 
what we have been delivering through our 
global operations center in Manila,” Dickoff 
said. 

Dickoff, who is also Accenture’s managing 
director for vertical business process out- 
sourcing services, said about half of Navi- 
taies 800-strong global workforce were 
based in Manila. It’s other sites are spread in 
the United States, United Kingdom, Czech 
Republic, Australia and New Zealand. 

Dickoff said Navitaire's growth is reflective 
of the growth of its clients and the airline in- 
dustry in general, as well as the quality and 
success of the work that is mainly concentrat- 
ed in the firm's Philippine operations. 

Dickoff said that Navitaire so far has no 
Philippine-based clients, but that the com- 
pany was in talks with possible new cus- 
tomers, although he declined to say which 
airlines. Ronnel W. Domingo 


By Abigail L. Ho 


‘THE POWER SECTOR ASSETS AND LIA- 
bilities Management Corp. has received ex- 
pressions of interest from 21 local and in- 
ternational groups to bid for the 25-year 
National Transmission Corp. concession in 
December. 

In a statement issued yesterday, PSALM 
said that of the 21 interested entities, nine 
were from the Philippines, four from Hong 
Kong, two from Singapore, and one each 
from Malaysia, China, India, Spain, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. 

‘All 21 groups were able to meet PSALM's 
Aug. 24 deadline for the submission of let- 
ters of interest. 

Of the 21 groups, 13 are represented by 
investment bankers and three by law firms. 
The remaining five are system operators in 
other countries. 

Before they could secure the bidding 
package, however, each interested in- 
vestor-group had to sign a confidentiality 
agreement with PSALM, as well as pay a 
nonrefundable participation fee of 
$5,000. 

The bidding package includes the bid- 
ding procedures, information memoranda, 


and the data room and due diligence proce- 
dures. The draft transaction documents 
will be available by Friday. 

PSALM has seta Sept. 21 deadline for the 
submission of pre-qualification documents, 
with the pre-bid conference to be held on 
Nov. 5. 

All final bids should be in by 10 a.m. on 
Dec. 12. 

PSALM president and chief executive 
Jose Ibazeta said all deadlines could be 
moved, if necessary, except for the Dec. 12 
bidding date. 

"The bidding components may be 
changed, but there will be no compromise. 
on the Dec. 12 bidding date for the Transco 
concession," he said. 

Interested bidders for the Transco con- 
cession should have a member or affiliate. 
with ample experience in operating and 
maintaining electricity transmission sys- 
tems comparable to that of the Philippines, 
with at least 6,000 circuit kilometers of 
lines and a minimum 6,000 megawatts of 
peak demand. 

The member of the consortium that 
meets the technical pre-qualification crite- 
ria should have а net asset value or market 
capitalization of at least $500 million. 
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РСС Jetro put up 
training institute 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE PHILIPPINE CHAMBER. 
of Commerce and Industry 
said it has teamed up with the 
Japan External Trade Organi- 
zation to put up ап institute 
to help strengthen local 
chambers and boost private- 
sector efforts in building na- 
tional competitiveness. 

PCCI president Samie Lim 
said in a statement yesterday 
that the institute, dubbed 
Philippine Chamber Develop- 
ment Institute or PhilCDI, 
will provide a capacity-build- 
ing training program for the 
organization's network of 99 
local chambers and 126 in- 
dustry associations all over 
the country. 

Lim said PhilCDI was es- 
tablished in partnership with 
Jetro, which through its 
Jexsa program (Jetro Expert 
Service Abroad for Improving 
Business Environments) en- 
gaged senior expert Makoto 


Kono to help PCCI implement 
the project. 

"Initially PhilCDI would 
focus on enhancing the ca- 
pabilities of local chambers 
and industry associations to 
provide better services for 
their own members,” Lim 
said. 

“In line with our thrust to 
nurture globally competitive 
enterprises, we would also be 
expanding the services of 
PhilCDI to include training 
programs for small and medi- 
um enterprises,” he added. 

Lim said one of the i 
activities of PhilCDI was the 
conduct of a series of seminars 
on basic organizational man- 
agement designed to provide 
officers of chambers an 
overview of how to efficiently 
manage a business chamber. 

The first leg of the seminar 
was conducted in Legaspi, Al- 
bay, during the 15th South 
Luzon Area Business Confer- 
ence held last July. 


Gov't to borrow less next year to pay off maturing debts 


By Michelle V. Remo 


EXPECTING TO POST A BALANCED 
budget by next year, the national gov- 
emment will borrow P346.1 billion in 
2008 largely to settle из maturing obli- 
gations. 

The amount is 9 percent lower 
than the P380.9 billion that the gov- 
ernment had programmed to borrow 
this year to pay off liabilities about to 
fall due, and to fund programs and 
projects that could not be covered by 
the revenue ithad collected so far. 


‘The government has cut its borrow- 
ing for next year, anticipating that its 
revenue collection would be enough to 
cover all its operations requirements. 
Borrowings will therefore be used pri- 
marily for debt servicing. 

In a report presented by Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves to Congress 
yesterday, the government's borrowing 
program for 2008 has a sourcing mix 
of 64:36 in favor of domestic creditors. 
This translated to P220.7 billion worth 
of domestic borrowings and P125.4 
billion worth of foreign borrowings. 


The government has adopted the 
policy of borrowing more from domes- 
tic sources of credit to minimize expo- 
sure to foreign exchange volat 

The government intends to source 
about 60 percent of its foreign borrow- 
ings for next year from official develop- 
‘ment assistance from bilateral and mul- 
tilateral institutions, and only around 
40 percent from the international capi- 
tal market. This is because ODA is 
cheaper than commercial loans. 

Of the total borrowings pro- 
grammed for next year, P328.4 bil- 


lion or 95 percent is allocated for ser- 
vieing debt servicing. The balance 
will serve as buffer in case revenue 
collection falls short of expectations. 

‘After being in the red since 1998, 
the government expects to finally post 
a balanced budget by next year. Attain- 
ing a balanced budget, however, 
hinges on the governments ability to 
meetits revenue collection targets. 

For next year, the gove i 
to generate P1.236 tril 
enues, equal to the programmed ex- 
penditure of P1.236 trillion. 
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EOPLE WHO SUR- 
vive longest are 


P those who have 


found balance in several 
aspects of their lives. 

Psychiatrist George Vaillant 
(Harvard) says the best adapted 
to their psychological life live 
longer. This situation is charac- 
terized by: 

1. Stability in family life 

2. Satisfying marriage 

3. Hardly living alone 

4. Continued growth in ca- 
reer 

5. Absence of disabling men- 
tal illness 

6. Not an alcoholic 

7. Few chronic illnesses 


Awareness 

Is there a method to achiev- 
ing satisfaction in one's later 
years? Deepak Chopra in "Age- 
less Body, Timeless Mind” says, 
if you follow your instincts and 
what works for you, that should 
be enough. 

The way you age is truly a re- 
sult of who you are. This has to 
do with awareness. 

Example: If someone puts 
weights in your hands and lifts 
your arms up and down, your 
arm will not gain muscle 
strength. This is unwilled be- 
havior. 

But if you consciously lift the 
weights, then the brain, 
through willed behavior, will 
send signals to your biceps, 
heart and lungs. Willed behav- 
ior involves leaming because 
you teach your body to be 
strong. 


Take control 

When you take control of 
your body, this becomes a holis- 
tic approach. It involves the 
mind-body system. 

How does one take charge? 

1. Tap into your deeper levels 
of information by tuning into 
your body talk. Listen well. Do 
notignore the cues 

2. Focuson parts of your body 
that express pain, discomfort. 
Localize your awareness there. 
Just by focusing, you are al- 
ready sending healing energy. 

3. Activate your desire and 
intention by asking yourself 
what you feel you need in order 
to complete yourself. Be honest 
with yourself, Example: 
Whether it is simply getting out 
of bed in the morning in a good 
mood or winning that golf tour- 
ney, your intention will influ- 
ence the outcome of your day. 


Staying young 

If you intend to stay on this 
earth for the longest time and in 
the most fulfilling way, then itis 
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Age is a result 
of who you are 


your mission to explore the 
landscape of longevity. 

Aging is as much a part of 
conditioning as itis the natural 
deterioration of the body. It is 
imperative that you preempt 
the needs of your body. A little 
help from medical break- 
throughs should be consid- 
ered. 

While still in its infancy Auto- 
logus Stemcell Transplant intro- 
duced by Dr. Florencio Lucero 
has transformed the lives of 
many patients with debilitating 
health changes. Visit Stemcell- 
phil.com or call 0917-5234912. 


Testimonials 

Since it was made available 
over a year ago, amazing testi- 
monials have been accumulat- 
ing. Grace Draper, a 49-year-old 
patient who had a hemorrhagic 
stroke in 1999, could not walk 
without а cane. She has since 
discarded it two weeks after her 
stem-cell therapy. 

Jacob, a 6-year-old cerebral- 
palsy patient, who was born 
three months premature and 
has had S6 operations since 
birth, now has more interactive 
movement, improved speech 
and no surgery for over a year. 

Tessie Cuevas, 80, heart pa- 
tient; and Lourdes Barbero 
Ramos and Tinette Lucero feel 
the procedure turned back the 
clock for them by 10 years. A 
78-year-old man of Swedish 
descent who suffered from the 
not-so-common Chlamydia 
pneumoniale, improved after 
two weeks. His lung capacity 
increased by 5-7 percent, much 
to the amazement of his doc- 
tors. 

Dr. Lucero explains that the 
fourhour procedure involves 
the harvesting of 100cc of fat 
and peripheral blood from the 
patient's body through a mini li- 
posuction. The stem cells are 
then separated from the fat 
through a process done within 
the same surgery room, infused 
with a growth factor made up of 
proteins to wake dormant stem 
cells. 

This is then infused back into 
the patient's body intravenous- 
ly. Stem cells are the building 
blocks of life, basic cells from 
which the human body is made. 

With a little boost from this 
medical technology, one can 
easily delay aging and the ar- 
rival of degenerative diseases. 


Be young 

Your mind can age you or 
make you older. If you continu- 
ously see yourself as old, then 
you will become it. So, affirm as 
Ido: “Iam young forever.” 

Love and light! 
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REDUCER 


Fast And Easy Inch-Loss For Men 


For men who want to lose that 
bulging and unsightly belly quickly 
and easily, now there is a solution! 
Plastic surgeons have invented a 
machine that can "melt away" stubborn 
tummy fat in a patient's lunchbreak — 
ULTRASHAPE. This treatment gets 
rid of unwanted bulges and, unlike 
liposuction, does not require surgery. 
It's very effective in removing excess 
stomach fat, love handles or fat in 
other areas. 

FAST, EFFECTIVE and SAFE, it's 
the most advanced non-invasive 
method of fat reduction to date. It works 
by focusing high frequency ultrasound 
waves from outside the body to 
targeted areas. These ultrasound waves 
break down fat cells without damaging 
blood vessels or other tissues. The fat 
cells are then eliminated through 
natural processes over a period of 
about 3 weeks, in the same way the 
body dissipates the discoloration from 
a bruise. 

Ultrashape was founded 5 years ago 
in USA by Ami Glicksman M.D., formerly 
a senior plastic surgeon and Yoram 
Eshel, PhD, MBA, a leading expert in 
high-power ultrasound technology. 
When they developed Ultrashape, it 
was well known that ultrasound waves 


were able to break down and destroy 
fat cells, releasing the fat contained 
within them. Glicksman and Eshel built 
on that to come up with the unique 
concept of Ultrashape. 

Ultrashape is the first and only поп- 
surgical fat-destroying treatment. It 
promises a reduction of up to 2 cm. in 
a single session. It is such a hassle- 
free procedure. You walk in, get the 
treatment and go straight to your next 
appointment. It's as easy as that. 
Absolutely no anesthesia, no pain and 
no recovery is needed. Patients can 
resume their normal activities right after 
a treatment. It does not have the risks 


Ultrashape promises 
an average loss 
of about 2 cm. ina 
single treatment. 


of liposuction and can be used to 
effectively deal with problem areas 
of fat. 

Normally about 4 or 5 sessions are 
recommended to fully achieve the result 
required, Both men and women who 
have tried it were impressed by the 
immediate results after just a single 
session. Proven effective, Ultrashape 
is definitely a breakthrough in fat 
reduction. 

Ultrashape is now available at Marie 
France FOR MEN. Call 813-7959 for 
your free consultation. All consultations 
and treatments are strictly conducted 
in private. 


Follilocks, 


арро 


ОЕА 


Pero pag natuloy ang ulan, mag-enjoy 
sa mainit at masarap na Siomai Mami. 


n 


d 
‘Add P25 for Rice ond 355m. J rineapple Juice. 


PHILIPPINE DALY INQUIRER. 


Co Mc Reli ief ROC PUT EMI TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2007 


To have є to hold 


ZZS А: ARNEL A. AVETRIA 47^ | 


SNATCHER! 
UT 


HARANGIN ? 
Ж ОЙЛА? 


ARAMING INA- 
BOT Ма SUNTOK 
AT TADYAK t 


a 


BIRTHDAY Re COP. ARNINTI 
VENNY” HINI- / ANONG NANG- 


HINTAY NA 
AKON 


es Ц /мавот, P р Afi 
ey ML 
= ARVIN 
SA MGA 
номана - 
БОР 


GARFIELD 


A.LIPIN 


: T-ULITZ)VALAM, KONG GALING 
FAUT ошт Угат оне ACG 


INULIT МА GAPCI ТАРЕ, 
ISSUE 


IZ DA WIDDLE KITTY 


р мым Ч 


PUGAD BABOY 


очоп мел SEP, 
кд HALOS LAHAT ме 
RADAR MO SA. 


рее TOE TIA 


"пров DEMIS. Тео 


7 sa Tae KO 
nena  MABUBUMAS SA 


IRACA HALOS LAHAT Ne 
PRADA PAGAN) то SA 


ANG ЧАМАМ 
| YAMA NLA BONS) | №5 
| PERO LASING MAY] | 
\ батас? „/_ 


бы З) ноо 
alu): smi кызы 
ogucat ark, 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


омо! Чой CAN't 
Keep ^ TeRMite 


SoMegop4 онсе 
Сацер ме A pest 


YOU BORN TODAY: Youre creative be- 


ACROSS грр — — Se you apprécate beauty and luxu 
1 Heats eg gh you havea shrewd. practical d 
мови [| Sde. you're aiso very ideaistcand sens- | AS А Pet AND it HuRt M4 
3 Scam, eso the. Because you care for обес, yore 
uwaa [T - ы inspired то serv, counsel. quie ог teach 
15 cikanie in your te 4s, you wil become more de- 
Image F g ‘swe and more interested in transforming 
36 Mote rval 4 E. эю are. Work hard t бы or conse 
TI Sar becked Something this year. 
MA = = бта ot. Beyonce Knowles, singer 
oe Кз Alexander, actress; Drew Pins 
20 Greek pot |“ = Syndicated rai alc show host 
21 Queens E Qum Em a- ARIES (March 21 to April 
address 49) You might spend a iot 
22 PL ol speech pr = о time daydreaming today. LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22} 
23 French siate Because your psychic na- Debet ier 
EI M РР е ше а чое open, you can besser 
practcaly ты the eat places parts, mo- i к 
2 Raat де = thoughts of other рер зел даа eme — Conceptis Sudoku by Dave Green 
32 Leners for т 
a g — TAURUS (April 20 to May fol stores or whatever appeals to you. T 
some bate = 
ance au SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. aay РО 7 
‘sitcom еі " ity hems, es- 21): И you have to decide T pv = т T7] 
ms Е B cay amus. Today fowtostaresomethingwin | 7| | 8 
perd Tee о Someone, you wil be more КОЛ EE PM 
[s [т Something quie luxurious than fair today. You feel kind T T T P 
зо Spreadsheet se ty уш a or o SGH tao tair ody You eld E 
зв Harmony  SyBary Siik СА РЕА eee — Td : 
41 Meat McLean, VA à (Máy 21 to June SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to t 
Inspecting org. a Punta Soned 20): The Moon is in your Dec. 21}: This i a 0000 doy ЖЕ 4|3'8 2]; 
DI MEM ТСТ BURG $n today. You eel very to mend broken ences wth = r гг 
[or MUT DAMOG ОМА sympathetic toward others- partners and close friends. ТАШ Ө 1 217 E 
44 Groovy tienes ш о А А Four amemus are mony E i 
о Biene — iujjslojule[r|s|A's eju rji m fis erent topes, fe a за И ls 
бү» ш ме ТОТ СШЩ ЕГА Сн] sointua or тузш mates or кни. errat 516 3 
musical 10 Cut down e|tjo|cWTs|e|[S|E|S] behets systems. поса 
51 Sout Ti Me aso AERTS SOANE CANCER (June 21 to July repu ааа 
$2 Kingof fimdom T2Uppypeson [Ооа ЩЩ. [of [US А 22): Try 19 ind a bt ame р 
38 Мапу Шоп 12 Msimjourey Броне Е ОЕ ВМ ойу st or youre. Hide [opere eder 
b ата (ОЕ АСКЕ Somewhere over cup ol а 
зе батрак 1970. Zhvago” к Coffee You ‘eed tme to A prs 
38 Sule meaning heroine ом town sad onjoy a low mO- que steady concentration o cea 
80 Java developer 24 Frozen dessen МО Е ЕЕ Е ments ofsolte. (Take care ot your own 
65 Arahat Су chan напав DES O| шеша that youre strong enough lor AQUARIUS (dan. 2010 Feb. 
66 Brief test 26 Jacob's twin — Минор але | олег) Lp epe 
87 Managed care 27 асвета. ГЕЈЕ опобы MEISTE Y £0 (Joy 2510 ug. оул US ienas. Emenaining awe 
gps. LIT MülunuH DH GR ‘conversation with a female ZO" sons wil please you. Its 
а биш Bes oo fend could be signiicant жааан ийй Answer o previous surte HOW TO PLAY SU DOKU 
atouts mong m А tar ина jor Med ооа Г 
зарру 30 Kind of sas "pee Sp СГ eed aee ИЙ PE БЫ DES] 
ло Торо 31 Np (essen Someone ee needs à PISCES (Feb. 19 о маі |973:6|18 5/47 2|. 
DOWN E nd 43 Behind the 55 MS-DOS rival friendly ear. x = might LL. to 825974361] Fillthegridsothatevery 
ooo sprays тьш 5750 heip a family member today 1 
1 NFLerWanon Pues as Panis 59 Armated VIRGO (Aus. 23 to Sept ЗЕНА РАНЕ pom гышы еу эмы 
2 Hybrid (rol. 35"Noma ^ character. downfish 22): You mught do а kind- private life wants to have а li 3x3 box contains the ligits 
їлп 37 Mary Kayival 48 Olcanel 60 Whetcra watt (fA) cette St Cor ии [3 7/8|5-96|2°1 4h 1109. 
vaL IRL rte ony Youn ат 5-9]53[8 `6 2[1 4 7! Tipsand programat 
4 Biggie fortwo 40 Same sound, 50 Миа Chiste 61 Cicero's being pasate see 1:412|7.5 968.3 www.sudoku.com 
5 four Зоот Sis seum 63 Союла Cuy у obvious. The is good, 687341925] 


4 Ingredients meanings 54 Руз coptal 64 Ms. endi PEE. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2007 


THE MARIA LENA BUHAY 
Memorial Foundation, Inc, a 
school for hearing-impaired stu- 
dents, will celebrate its 20th Foun- 
dation Day Sept. 5-7 at Blue Ridge, 
Quezon City. 

Founded in 1987, the school was 
named in memory of Maria Lena 


Buhay, a Psychology student at the 
Ateneo de Manila University who 
passed away a year earlier. 

А Thanksgiving Mass on Sept. 5, 
Buhay's birth anniversary will be 
celebrated by Fr. Orly Sapuay, MS, 
to open the two-day event. It will be 
followed by a program and anti-flu 
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School for hearing-impaired is 20 years old 


and anti-pneumonia vaccination 
activities. 

‘The students will also conduct ап 
outreach program for the children 
ofa depressed area near Blue Ridge. 
The celebration will culminate in a 
Family Day on Sept. 7 at the covered 
courtof Blue Ridge B. 


The school, accredited by the 
Department of Education, ac- 
cepts hearing-impaired children 
as young as one year old for its 
Early Intervention Program, and 
older children for preschool and 


[SIE acum 


Question: 


What is Obesity? How is it 
defined? 


Obesity is a complex disorder characterized by 
excess body fat which increases the risk of type П 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, arthritis, some 
forms of tumors and other various diseases, There is 
an increasing incidence worldwide and in the 
Philippines, the incidence of overweight is 19.6% 


and obesity of 4.3% based on FNRI data (1998). How 
HEALTHY do we screen for obese individuals) Screening 
BEVERAGE includes measurement of body mass index (BMI), 


waist circumference, and evaluation of overall 
medical risk. BMI evaluates the weight in relation to 
height. For Filipinos, BMI of 18.5-22.9 is normal, 
23-243. overweight, 25-29.9 obese 1, and >30 is 
Obese 2. Waist circumference correlates with the 
absolute amount of abdominal fat accumulation, A 
waist circumference of >35 inches in men and 231 
inches for women may represent the critical 
threshold in which metabolic complications are more 
likely to develop. Causes of obesity include genetics, 
environmental, endocrine and genetic syndromes. 
Counseling of all overweight and obese patients on 
diet, lifestyle, and goals for weight loss is necessary 
to prevent the complications of this complex 
disorder. 


HDI Network's 
Clover Honey isa 
natural unprocessed 
product derived 
from flowers of the 
White Clover. t has 
vitamins, enzymes. 
and essential 
minerals that help 
improve digestion. 
Clover Honey is also 
a natural sweetener 
ideal for people with 
diabetes. Iti 
benefi 
maintaining good 
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respiratory tract 


residency training for Internat 
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Doctor SAYS. s (ни fist week's column) 
The agnosis of prostate canceris dependentonthe 

presence of risk factors that include age, race, family 
history and det and the results of diagnostic procedures 
such as Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) level 
determination and Digtal Rectal Examination (ORE), 

There are five main treatment options for 
prostate cancer. These are active surveilance or what 
used to be called "watchful waiting", surgery 
(performing operation to remove the entire prostate 
gland), radiotherapy (exposing tumor to radiation), 
cryotherapy (exposure to extremely low 
temperature), chemotherapy (giving drugs that are 
destructive to malignant cells and tissues) and 
hormonal therapy. Selection of the most appropriate 
treatment is dependent on several factors, which 
include stage ofthe disease, age and health status of 
‘he paientand treatment preference 

In patients with localized (organ-confined) 
prostate cancer, the main goal ftreatmentis to achieve 
‘cure. This is done by eliminating or removing the 
tumor or minimizing its progression, thus preventing 
death from prostate cancer during the lifetime of the. 
patient. Treatment options in this group of patients. 
may include active surveillance or watehtul waiting, 
radical prostatectomy, radiotherapy Ike extemal beam 
radiation therapy (powerful beam of radiation from 
outside source being focused to kill cancer cells) or 
prostate brachytherapy (implantation of radioactive 
seeds directly into the prostate) and cryotherapy. 

In patients with locally advanced (tumor is no 
longer confined to the prostate gland but with no 
clinical evidence of spread) prostate cancer, the 
< i approach totreatmentis generally more intensive than 

that for localized disease and the aim is primarily to 
reduce the risk of further spread and tissue invasion 
andto prolong survival. Additional treatment options 
include hormonal treatmentto reduce testosterone 
(male hormone responsible for growth of tumor cells) 


elementary. 

The school is at 25 Starline 
Road, Blue Ridge B, Quezon City 
(6471270 and 6471076). Execu- 
tive director is speech therapist 
Leticia Nietes-Buhay, MS. 


Your Doctor Knows Best 


Jason L. Letran MD, FPUA, FPCS, FPSUO 


My father was diagnosed with prostate cancer last year at the age of 72. | ат now 48 years old, 
should be alarmed of having the same disease? What should do? 


[et 


Ike androgen deprivation (partial suppression of male 
hormone release, slowing the growth of 
androgen-dependent tumors) that can be achieved in 
several ways, including medical (giving medication 
such as Lutenising homone- releasing hormone ог 
LHRH analogue to decrease testosterone secretion) or 
surgical orchiectomy (surgical removal ol he testes, 
The major source oftestosterone). Mulimodelty therapy 
isalso considered wherein treatment options are 
combined (hormonal therapy followed by surgery, 
hormonal treatment followed by radiation and vise 
versa). Use of high dose ant-androgen medications 
(drugs that block the action of testosterone, 
‘Specifically in prostate cells] is also warranted inthis 
group. 

Patients with metastatic disease (cancer cells 
located on other parts ofthe body) has poor prognosis, 
Asaresul the main aims of treatment are to prolong | 
е expectancy and о improve quality of е. These | 
patients may receive androgen deprivation or 
maximal androgen blockade (orctidectomy or LHRH | 
analogue plus ant-androgen). Eventually prolonged. 
androgen deprivation therapy wil lead to hormone. 
refractory stale, wherein the only treatment option is 
chemotherapy. Quality of life issues are likely to 
featureinthe decsion to folow a certain treatment path 
Treatment options are discussed with the patient, 
patients family, and the rest of the cancer care team. 

Early detection of cancer increases ће chances of 
оле Decisions boutthebest managementof prostate 
cancer can be complex For proper guidance, evaluation 
and management, please const your octo. 


Dr, Letran is a Urologis/Uro-Oncologist. He is on ache. 
тиит ond holds cies ar the Cardinal Samos Medical 
Center, University of Santo Tomas Hospital and Chinese 
General Hospital. Mea fact menber of the Universi of 
Зато Tomas, Faculty of Medicine and Surgery and i the 
Chief of Seton uf Urology: Cardinal Samos Medical Center 
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-Humana Medical Clinic offers the 
following out-patient consulta- 
tions, laboratory and diagnostic 
services: 


- Family Medicine 
-, Internal Medicine 
- Dermatology 


> Pediatric Medicine 


unveils the healthcare 


in Sta. Rosa, Laguma 


Humana Wellness Center, owned and operated by one of the country’s largest HMOs, 
recently launched its newest clinic in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. Similar to MEDICard, its mis- 
sion is to provide the best quality health care service to its members. 


Sart c 


Cio алалары 


you deserve 


- OB Gynecology 
- Opthalmology 
- ENT 
[uw 
- Surgery [ub we: 


- Rehabilitation 
Medicine 


- Dental Medicine 
- Clinical Pathology 


-. Imaging Services 
(x-ray, ultrasound) 


- Ancillary Services №“ 
(ECG, treadmill Find 
stress test) Е 


Commercial/office spaces (50: 


available for lease. ала 
initia 


‘fom 


flam-5pmi. Brokers are welcom 


Eu. co айй. 


Aral 


(L-R) MEDICard's Dr. Nicky Montoya (Medical Director), Mr 
{iis Montoya (EVP & GM) Dr. Nicanor Montoya (President, 
Hon. Mayor Ariane Arcillas Nazarono of Sta. Кога, Dr. Concep- 
cion Montoya, Mr. Jose Maria Alegada (Toyota Molor' 1а VP) 
and MEDICard' Айу don Montoya (Corporate Secretary) 


Dr. Ncanor О. Montoya (MEDICard Present and Hon. Mayor 
‘Alene Arcltas Nazareno of Sia. Rosa jonad by роса! guest ose 
Майа Alogada (Toyota Motors 1st Vice President HR and Adminis- 
ration) during he Ceremonial прог сыту 
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The recently opened Humana Wellness Center official- 
ly began its operations last August 8, exactly a week 
before its formal inauguration last August 15. Under 
the supervision of Ms. Grace Montero, the doctors and 
clinic staff work together to provide excellent service to 
MEDICard members in the south area. 


The clinic exclusively offers primary multi-specialty 
consultations and other laboratory and diagnostics 
Services. Opening another clinic such as this provides 
utmost medical services and convenience to patients 
within the vicinity. 


аьа. а 

Doctors and staff of the newly opened HUMANA Clinic headed by Dr. Catherine 
Jimenez (Medical Services Manager), Ms. Nini Edades (Clinic Manager) and Ms. 
Grace Montero (Clinic OIC). 


‘osa-Tagaytay National Road (facing Paseo de Sta, Rosa), Laguna 


Clinic Schedule: Monday-Friday, Лат to 5pm and Saturday, Tam to 12nn- Tel. Nos.: (049) 344-0634 to 35 
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PHOTO shoot and 
interview at the p. 


кешр artist Lola Viray, Mario Borao, Isabel 
Preysler, Anton San Diego, moi and Raymund Isaac 


A Madrid fashion shoot 


with actor George Clooney. She is happily 
married to former Spanish Finance Minister 
Miguel Boyer, dahlings. 

After two years of coordination and nu- 
merous phone calls, a short four-day trip to 
Madrid in the fab Qatar Airways made 
Tatler’s anniversary cover featuring Isabel 
Preysler a reality. 


Madrid when the Philippine Tatler made 
а special trip to the fabulous home of Is- 
abel Preysler, one of the world’s most beau- 
tiful and stylish ladies, for an exclusive photo 
shoot and interview for the cover of its sixth 
anniversary issue, dahlings. 
Spaniards call her "La Preyslen” shouting 
"guapa" when they see her in 
person or “а guapassissima 
Filipina." 
She arrived the night be- 
fore the Tatler' visit and was 
complaining of allergies that 


Г WAS А GLORIOUS SUMMER IN 


ing, embarrassing and... wearing black high- 
lights your problem to a point of social devas- 
tation." 

There is nothing that can ruin a carefully 
chosen outfit faster than dandruff. And moi 
сап testify to that as, at times, myself have to 
brush it off some of my pals’ shoulders. 


For mega photographer 
Raymund Isaac, editor in 
chief Anton San Diego, 
and lifestyle and social edi- 
tor Maurice Arcache, as in 
moi, the drive up the drive- 


Tessie 


WITHOUT 1 
BATTING 
AN EYELASH 


ISABEL and daughter Ana Boyer 


gon 


were making her teary-eyed. 
Worried, she told us she 
should schedule the shoot 
for the next day. 

She did not realize how 
close to perfect she looked as 
she sat in her bathrobe hav- 
ing her makeup and hair 
done by her personal hairdresser and make- 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


way lined with cypress was 
already jaw-dropping. 

We were greeted by Is- 
abel's simpatica house help, 
Veronica, who spoke only 
in Spanish. I spoke to her 
on behalf of Anton and 
Raymund. 

Lola V and stylists from Armani arrived al- 


Well, now, Clear anti-dandruff shampoo 
lets you wear any color you choose. Clear 
promises to eliminate dandruff through a 
unique active ingredient called Zinc Vitanol, 
a patented complex that ensures dandruff 
will never spoil the sleekness of black ever 
again, palanggas. 


Wild, wild West 


most at the same time. Weralso brought some 
clothes from the Philippines’ prince of alta 
тойа, Inno Sotto. Isabel said, “I always want 


up artist, Lola Viray. 
Philippine ambassador to Spain Lani 
Bernardo and his wife Conchitina said 


It was definitely icy hot, palanggas, when 
the new West cigarettes (remember smoking 
can be-hazardous to your health) invaded 


NJ TORRES and 
Thons Endano 


MODEL Paolo 
Paraiso 


TRICIA Chiongbian. 


DESIGNER Alan 
of Folded & Hung. 


with Ria Trillo of Studio 23 


Preysler was charming and down-to-earth. 
Conchitina recalled one evening when she 
and Preysler, escorted by their husbands, 
‘went out to dinner. Upon seeing Preysler, the 
people in and outside the restaurant chanted 
“la guapa, la guapa (beautiful, beautiful)." A 
barrage of paparazzi waited for her outside. 

Conchitina said she never saw anything 
like it before, palanggos. 

Aside from Isabel P's charm and femininity, 
what makes her attractive is her childlike 
quality, though her eyes hint of naughtine: 
Such beauty and personality enamored her 
to everyone, particularly the Spanish media, 

Magazines gave her such titles as “La Reina 
del Glamour” and “La Perla de Manila.” 

Though people know she is beautiful, they 
often ask, “Is she nice?" The answer is yes! 
She is nice, humble and self-effacing, 

‘She is the face of Suarez Jewellery as well 
as Porcelanosa, for which she did a campaign. 
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UNILEVER Philippine’s rah! rah! movers and shakers who launched the revolutionary 


solution to dandruff: Paul Katimbang, Jacque Yuengti 


tall, handsome managing director 


Gilbert Simpao; Sanjiv Mehta, Dondi Gomez, Jika Dalupan and Chito Macapagal 


‘THE MAYAN CALENDAR PREDICTED 
the world would end Dec. 21, 2012. Is 
this true? 

Yes, the world, as we know it, will 
definitely end on that date, but it will 
notbe the end of the world. 

Thesitated to write this article because 
1 did not want to scare people. But I was 
told by an angelic being that I must. 

This article began on my way back to 
Manila from Poland. In a big book and 
electronics store at the Amsterdam air- 
port, two titles caught my attenti 
"The End of Time, the Mayan Prophe- 
cies Revisited" by Adrian Gilbert and 
“Building Your Mental Muscle." 

The mysterious Mayan civilization 
flourished in meso America then disap- 
peared without a trace. It left fabulous 
temples, pyramids and other strange 
monuments with stranger writings. 

The Mayans always fascinated me. 
The amazing calendar they left behind 
traced the precise movements of the 
planets and the stars without using any 
instruments. It described the present 
earth cycle from Aug. 11, 3114 BC, to 
Dec. 21, 2012. 

Back in Manila, I got a copy of an ar- 


to promote the Philippines and help every 
way T can. Inno isa dear friend and I have al- 
ways loved his clothes.” 

As the long day drew to a close and after 


seven changes, Anton asked her to pose with 


her dogs Tessie and Lily, lovingly named after 
her aunts (her dog Betty is named after her 
mother), would you believe? She said she 
and husband Miguel thought the aunts might 
mot appreciate the gesture, but when they 
asked, the women readily said yes. 

In the course of the pictorial, Isabel's gor- 
geous daughters Ana (Boyer) and Tamara 
(Falco) stopped to say hello. Finally, at about 
nine in a still bright summer evening, we 
called it a wrap. 

"To say that this shoot was one of the most 
memorable we had done in six years would 
be an understatement. To travel to Madrid 
and feature one of Europe's most recogniz- 
able faces, famous for her glamour, style and 
beauty, was a thrill, palanggas. It was a dream 
come true and, as we said earlier, worth the. 
wait, dahlings. 


Clearing the air 

Оп television, billboards and newspapers, 
itis crystal clear, palanggas, that Clear is here 
tostay. 

T was told by Clear's top brand manager 
duringa hip, fun launch: "The recent morato- 
rium [ser] by the metro's fashionable elite on 
black was the result of an unfortunate statis- 
tic that... 44 percent of Filipinos suffered 
from dandruff. [The problem] can be annoy- 


‘The Real Hottest Uno girls at NBC Tent. The 
icy hot venue was bathed in flashing lights. It 
was a soiree of uber delicious gals and siz- 
zling bods, truly a new Urban Discovery ex- 
perience, dahlings. 

Hot names like Brent Javier, Andrea del 
Rosario, AJ Dee and Kian Kazemi tried their 
tuck in the West's Memory Game. 

The place had an underground casino feel. 
Invitees and some hangers-on were in a flur- 
ту as real hot West models in stylish all-black 
attire gave away West goodies. 

Hotter than hotstars like Bubbles Paraiso, 
Ornussa Cadness, Anne Curtis, Phoemela 
Barranda and Nancy Castiglione were 


SUPERpalsAnton among the absolutely gorgeous who showed 
Barrettoandleah ир in eye-candy outfits. The NBC Tent was 
Puyat packed as everyone went West, palanggas. 


IMPERIAL Tobacco's Kris Kang and Jeremey Chuatico (second from 
right), Karen Mangubat, Jeff Lomboy, Pam Joaquin, and Pauline Reyes 


INNER AWARENESS 


Jaime Licauco 


Will the world end in 2012? 


ticle by novelist Benjamin Anastas 
about the Mayan prophecies, reprinted 
from the New York Times, from my 
neighbor Ricky Gonzales, a manage- 
ment consultant. I was struck by the 
coincidence. 


Escalating phenomenon 

The article tells about the growing 
interest in recent years about dooms- 
day scenarios as predicted by the 
Mayan calendar. 

"The Mayan calendar," according to 
the article, “is at the center of an escalat- 
ing cultural phenomenon, with New Age 
roots, that unites numinous (spiritual) 
dreams of societal transformation with 
the darker tropes of biblical cataclysm. 
To some, 2012 will bring the end of 
time; to others, it carries the promise of a 
new beginning; still to others, 2012 pro- 
vides an explanation for troubling new 
realities—environmental change, for ex- 
ample, that seem beyond the control of 
technology and impervious to reason.” 

Predictions about the end of the 
world is nothing new. Ancient Gnos- 
tics, for example, predicted the arrival 
of God's kingdom as early as the first 


century. Christians in Europe attacked 
pagan territories in the north to pre- 
pare for the end of the world in the first 
millennium. 

The Shakers believed the world 
would end in 1792. The Jehovah's Wit- 
nesses have set the end dates from 
1914-1994. 

"Any religious movement with an 
end-time prophecy is certain to attract 
followers,” says Anastas. 

In the Philippines, а religious cult 
believed the world would end Dec. 31, 
1999. Its members went inside a cave 
in Tagaytay wearing helmets and wait- 
ed for the end that never came. 

A few years before that, a retired 
military officer predicted the world 
would be destroyed and two-thirds of 
the population would perish. The oth- 
er one-third would be taken by UFOs 
(unidentified flying objects)-through a 
beam of light. 


Different 

With all these failed prophecies, 
why is the Mayan calendar prediction 
attracting a growing following even in 
the scientific community? Is there 


something different about it? 

Yes, according to experts. 

John Major Jenkins says the Mayan 
lineage goes back to 2000 years. He ar- 
gues that the ancient Maya "calendar 
priests" charted a 26,000-year astro- 
nomical cycle, called precession of the 
equinoxes, with the naked eye. 

‘The 2012 end-date coincides with 
the “galactic alignment” of the winter 
solstice sun and the axis that modern. 
astronomers draw to bisect the Milky 
Way, called the galactic equator. 

Adrian Gilbert, in his book “The End 
of Time,” says, “Not only is the night of 
21-22 December the longest in the year, 
but because of the precession of the 
equinoxes it corresponds with the day 
the sun stands exactly at one of the star- 
gate crossing-points of the elliptic with 
the median plane of the Milky Way.” 
rt names this position the 
"Southern star gate—its counterpart, ће 
northern star gate being placed exactly 
over the up stretched hand of Orion." 

Precession refers to the "slow move- 
ment of the axis of a spinning object 
around another axis." Equinox is “the 
time the sun crosses the celestial equa- 


tor, when day and night are of equal 
length." 

Gilbert says this means on Dec. 22, 
any person observing the sun will also 
be looking toward the core of the Milly 
Way, the place astronomers say has а 
black hole with a mass some three mil- 
lion times that of our sun, 

Gilbert believes what was prophe- 
sied in the Book of Revelations is al- 
ready happening, coinciding with the 
Mayan calendar. “This moment,” says 
Gilbert, “when the sun is located at the 
southern star gate and Orion, with its 
northern star gate, is dominant in the 
night sky, will signify the termination 
of the tribulation prophesied in the 
Book of Revelation and the true begin- 
ning of a new age.” 


Note: For inquiries on Inner Mind De- 
velopment, ESP and Intuition Develop- 
ment, and Soulmates, Karma & Reincar- 
nation seminars by this writer, call 
8107245, 8926806, fax 8159890, or e- 
mail _ innerawareness_2005@yahoo.- 
com.ph. For Davao seminar Sept. 29 
and Oct. 1, call Jess Saplala at 0917- 
8313649. 
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SID Lucero and Ara Mina in “Selda” 


No, ‘Selda’ is not 
Pinoy ‘Brokeback’ 


By Marinel R. Cruz “Ilusyon,” which debuted in the 
2005 Cinemanila International 
WHEN FILMMAKER PAOLO Vil- Film Festival. "Ilusyon" producer 
laluna was writing the script of Viva Entertainment has inked а 


"Selda," which he co- distribution deal with 


directed wih gummy Korean-based CJ En- 
Ellen Ramos, he j tertainment in last 
only had one actor years Asian’ Film 


in mind—Gael 
Garcia Bernal. 
“When we were 
in the casting stage 
and Sid Lucero's 


Market held during 
the 2006 Pusan In- 
teimational Film Fes- 
tival Market in Ko- 


rea. 


name surfaced, we "Selda" is part of 
thought he was per- this years Pusan 
fect for the role. Sid film fest in October. 
embodies the spirit of “We asked our- 


the character and my 
ambition of casting 
somebody like Gael,” 
explained Villaluna. 
The coming-of-age 


selves, who is a re- 
ally good actress of 
this — generation 
who can bare a linde but still re- 
tain her prestige? When Ara Mina 
was mentioned, we said she can 
actually be the partner of Sid's 


flm "Sel- 
da," which was shot inside the 
New Bilibid Prisons in Muntinlu- 
ра, follows Villaluna and Ramos’ 
highly acclaimed romantic drama 


NO/D4 


When your hairloss progresses to more than just 
a few hairs now and again, take it seriously. Call 
Svenson urgently for a no-cost hair and scalp analysis. 
Find out why you're losing hair and what can be done. 

There are many causes - from poor diet, stress, 
smoking (or stopping smoking) - to hormonal 
imbalance, vitamin deficiency, styling chemicals and 
hair dyes. Most are treatable - you can look forward 
to much healthier, much thicker hair. 

Thinning hair not only makes you look older, it can 
make you feel self-conscious, depressed and insecure. 
Take it seriously, call the hairloss experts now. 


WOMEN AT 


Son 


CALL 892-HAIR (4247) 


МАКАТ — TOMABMORATO._ BINONDO m сеш 
AME Орыш WF СКВ Contar 19 Fodorsi Towar WF CHbeniciribla TEL: 134-2051 
б гш TF Kapai Cante 


HOUR 


Available from 6 to 8 AM and 3 to $ PM 
at selected Dunkin’, Donuts outlets. 


EVERYBODY WAS AMAZED AT HOW 
much weight Aga Muhlach lost for his re- 
cent blockbuster hit “A Love Story.” His 
Jean look is not the result of steroids, as 
some people think. According to his dad 
Cheng, Ags refrained from taking sugar 
and salt, followed a low carb diet and ate 
only boiled fish, vegetables, oatmeal and 
chicken breast for six months. He also un- 
derwent extensive gym and boxing work- 
outs 

When I teased Ags that he resembles 
Hugh Grant and Tom Cruise from different 
angles, he laughed and said, “Di ba when 
one face is combined with another in the 
computer, parang freak ang labas?” Such 
humility and childlikeness endears Ags to 
me all the more. 


Head over heels 
Jason Abalos had to do many retakes of 


his final scene in "My Kuya's Wedding" with 
Maja Salvador. His co-stars kept ribbing 


Dorty 
Woop 


Dolly Anne 
Carvajal 


him because instead of looking like he's 
head over: heels in love with Maja, he 
looked like he was out to spook her. 

Perhaps Jason could no longer contain 
his feelings for Maja that’s why he was a bit 
nervous during that lovey-dovey scene. The 
more he tries to hide his emotions, the more 
obvious it becomes. What you resist will 
persist! 


Word war 

The word war between Joey de Leon 
and Willie Revillame on their noontime 
shows has gone overboard. Although they 
both have a right to say what they feel, 


‘wouldn't it be better if they vented out their 
angst in talk shows instead of in their own | 
programs? 

Joey and Willie should just ignore each | 
other and get back to the business of host- 
ing. They are geting to sound like bickering | 
kids. If they carry on that way, their shows 
won't seem too entertaining anymore. s | 
turning lunch into a time for nitpick instead 
ofa picnic. The public deserves better. 


Rock solid 

Dingdong Dantes swears that his GF | 
Karylle doesn't even have a tinge of jeal- 
ousy about his team-up with Marian Rivera | 
in “Marimar.” Their relationship is rock sol- 
id. In fact, they ventured into a KTV busi- 
ness together—"Centerstage." Dong and К 
love to do a duet of "The Prayer.” Looks like 
they are each other's answered prayer. 


E-mail 
hhoo.com. 


wateringholeshangrila@ya- | 


1,600 songs & Mic 
Sony KIKS, КАЗАТ and KiksA2 
DVD Sofware + Sony Microphone 


Original Pinoy Music (OPM) and 
Foreign selections that will suit 
your taste in music. 
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King of Integrated Karaoke System 
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танзу 726,990 


Exhibit Schedule: 
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See catalogue for the complete line-up о Kiks Family 
HiFi, Home Theatre and DVP-K88P). 


ADD P500 

to avail of the Kiks Package 
1,600 songs & Mic 
Sony KIKS, KiksA1 and KiksA2 
DVD Software + Sony Microphone 


{for every purchase of selected for every purch 

— purchase of selected 
Mini HiFi Systems Home Theatre Systems 

Е i 

b 3 Kiks softwares 

É f Choose from a variety of 1,600 
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Visit our new website at www.sony.com.ph 
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This film projec 


seen from the eyes of a 10 year ok 
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menon which aired on national television In 2 

‘enough, he went back lo his Tondo roots and 
called “tribes.” Hence 

postry/hiphop culture. The author / proponen! 
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RMI TA 
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Won Best Film in the last Cinemalaya Film Competition 
Але based on the 2006 Palanca Award winning scrrenplay. "Tribu 
abaut ine violent lives of street gang members. young urban hiphop poets in Tondo. as 
id boy The Proponent. a broadcast journalist. poet. 
‘short documentray on this hiphop/gangsta pheno- 
001 Bul sensing that ihe TV feature is not 


‘spent more time with various gangs (aiso 


The title), further documenting their experiences and street 


i beheves that complexities and subtleties 


"a kt tory of these ppor. yet highly talented urban youth can only truly be told using 


watch this only at Robinsons Movieworld Galleria" 
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Protecting kids from exploitative TV commercials 


s PARENTS, EDUCATORS, AD- 

BPPG-13 vertisers and TV people here 

= н es т may be interested to know about 

он =e: THE HIGHEST GROSSING STEPHEN KING FILM EVER ОР 

MTRCB_PG-13 12:00, 2:30, мттов cp 12 40. 3:00. SAMUE the United States that's as rele- 
5:00. 7:30. 10:00 5:20, 7:40, 10:00 AES и ON vant to our situation here: The Nestor 

see aes è JACKSO! growing concem over the пера. [J Torre 

Q tive influence of television and 
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Mince. Ор Mmeo рола 12:10, 
1:00. 3:30. 6:00. 8:30 2:30, 4:50. 7:10, 9:30} à Check in alive. а child-stanted ТУ commercials 


АЕ ТАРТИ [тл heck out dead. j ^ on very young viewers. commercials heavily slanted to 
n (0.13) 1.25, 4:10, 6 55, 940 P Some studies have underscored make young viewers desperately 
ЕВЕ Some го this negative effect, hence the de- want to own or consume the prod- 
1 are locked ў cision of some parents to disallow ucts being advertised. These TV 
Catch the Cineplex Special ra fen exposure to TV of children two spots even urge kids to badger 
А Blockbuster Gift for all Season Е years old or younger. their parents about buying those 

_ The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates " Even with older kids, their products—right now! 
Tret your lamily апа fends о a thing movie experience v wiewingiscloselysupervised, with These commercials are no-no's 
Cinema Treats. for Cinemas 1. 2, 9. and 4 $ an older person present to answer because they encourage kids to 
Premiere Rewards. for me Premiere Theatre young viewers’ questions or ex- become covetous, materialistic, 
" plain potentially threatening as- desperate to keep up with other 


(moe, Shange La Pinza Май Ч E 
EDSA comer Shaw Dv. Mancahyeng Cy pects of programs being viewed. — children and fixated on instant 
[X Cd E = > In addition, parentsare strongly satisfaction. 

-— cautioned against taking the line — és worse when the ТУ spots 


of least resistance and using the make it a point to use child talents 
| TV set as their small children’s а litle “salesmen” who pitch а 
ГЕТГЕН electronic “yaya,” soporific, ог re- product'sfeatures as slickly as ven- 


> ward for good behavior. dors of cure-all "wonder drugs.” 
POWER PL ANT Many parents plead guilty to Child viewers ape these little sales- 
this expedient use of the medium, meris spiels and jingles, and the 

с TaN EMA belatedly realizing that this elec- precocious commercialization of 


tronic “nursemaid” can expose ош children is complete. 

their vulnerable kids to excessively Зоте advertisers will counter 

mature or challenging images and фага! they want to do is sell their 

dialogue that they aren't ready to products, not bring the hope of the 

judiciously assimilate. fatherland to ruination, Some TV 
Other negative effects abound: people will point out that com- 
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PG13 G PG13 4 "TVweaned" children tend to be  mercials are needed to fund the 
1250315, 1240305530, 140350600, ge passive, overweight, less adven- immense service "free" TV pro- 
540855 7:55,10:20 8:10.10:20 м turous and creative, lacking inso- vides. 

EVAN ALMIGHTY MY KUYA'S cial skills, etc. No wonder, even  Fine—but what about young 
И HAIRSPRAY WEDDING owners of TV networks don't al- viewers welfare? Shouldn't it also 
BOURNE MEE low their very young children to be factored into the equation, so 

EVAN ALMIGHTY ULTIMATUM THE INVASION watch television (of course, they all parties are justly served? 
3 don’t et the public know). ‘Since most kids can't speak up 
[NM E CSS Certa 

; 530800 , is the proliferation on the tube of  cators have to do it for them. 
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EMILIO Garcia and Sid Lucero 


жий prone swear No, ‘Selda’ is 
cu С 7: REESE not Pinoy ... 


mon names Darma (Pierre Andro) who anempis 10 


орала) ho wes loung dead n mystenous orcums- 


“ances Dorma must now won wih Roses twn вы FrompageD! 
Sento эзе ne mystery behnd the deo character Rommel,” said Villaluna. “Esteban is 
а voie and Rose's oqiai а charming, brooding person who has grown 
Gamera. пел опу deepens the mystery old inside the prison. We thought only of 

падао mese unusual eroences home Dharma hinds SS 
Олан Е Салба, 
enaos 
} 55 Gwen a vacaton by ма Goss Саам Hassan) atwork. Your film's story line is similar to "Broke- 
зови d Dama seais me кер ёте аши Wak Long (Kanan ^ back Mountain.” Aren't you worried your 
им an ЗОИР j Тап) who нев win her ашуу n (fto Elan атасан р 


yeaa Scat A Kampung. Darma on Sen озоәнег te shock ; 
Ра 3 ‘Aikamoung Рата апо Se e medie dae  — Villaluna: We are confident that our materi- 


LOOK BACK secause een Ме meets ават, anything г] is not a copycat of “Brokeback Mountain." 


OPENS SEPTEMBER 5 Ў ч и 

$ = In fact, its treatment is so different from that. 
movie that at the end, "Brokeback Mountain" 
now showing at all might not even be mentioned. Comparison 
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ала beloe 13 yes. old wall sly Be alowed — Я 
MTRCB р рр-13 | Susie ы е sane Your tandem proved акеп Tlusyon. 
о you divide work: 


NOLIN MALAYSIA, BRUNEI AND SINGAPORE ins ong om ыш 


two directors working on one film, but what 
happened with “Пизуоп” was that I handled 
Me et ‹ . A 
" XN i 3 v G te ay мац. Ф.га 
ИРИ meets ME erne! такат" 


the visual aspect while Paolo took care of the 
actors and acting, Before we begin filming, we 
discuss all the shots that are needed. 

Paolo: We have been blessed for having the 
same aesthetic sensibility so we rarely argue 
‘on shots. We work fast since we discuss every- 
thing before filming. 


CudPiEX1O 
THE INVASION LAST LEGION 


Will you be as effective working alone? 

Paolo: We're known in the independent 
community as short filmmakers. 1 do my doc- 
umentaries and she does her animation. But 


HAIRSPRAY ү. 
MYKUYAS WEDDING RUSH HOUR 3 * Sed i together. Tm either Ellen! 
à M i ays, we work together. Tm either Ellen's 
ee рд, ue, ме T assistant director or her editor or animator: 
ALOVESIORY Г CHUCK&LARRY EVANALMIGHTY THE INVASION | Howis challenging is your role in “Selda”? 


Ara: Tve never had a relationship with a 
guy who is bisexual. I don't know how I'd feel. 
‘The challenge is how to portray the role con- 
vincingly. 

Emilio: If its difficult for Ara, then its hard- 
er for me to fall in love with another man. But 
I promise to give it 100 percent effort. 
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How far would you go in terms of baring 
skin? 

Sid: Game ako. 'm willing to go to as far as 
the script will take me—as long as it’s for the 
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DAMEN RM www.aranelacoliseum.com 
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m Wu M S e Mit Ад, thing for the script. 
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A Horror Movie: 


script is well-written. Fm willing to do any- 


